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PMP TRANSPORT 
VIDEOS 


A SELECTION OF BUSES FROM HOME Ss 
AND OVERSEAS £16 EACH OR 
TWO ON ONE TAPE FOR £12 EACH. 
SENT POST-FREE WORLDWIDE CREDIT 
CARDS WELCOME 


“Out Now - Our New Easy To Read 1999 Catalogue Of Nearly 700 Videos” 

680 Nottingham, UK Buses November 1998 (Dig). 60 mins. by Dave Spencer includes new solos. 

679 Cheshire, UK Buses 1998 (Dig). 60 mins. by Dave Spencer with visits through 1998 to Northwich, 
Chester, Warrington, Congleton and Crewe. 

678 London, UK Buses November 1998 (Dig). 60 mins. by Dave Spencer starts at Victoria with tube 
replacement buses on Victoria Line to Brixton then Hyde Pk. Corner, Marble Arch, Edgware Rd., 
Oxford St. 

677 Derbyshire, UK Buses October 1998 (Dig). 60 mins. recorded by Dave Spencer visiting Derby and 
Chesterfield. 

676 Ireland, Buses, Bus Eireann/Dublin Bus, October 1998 (Dig). 60 mins. recorded by Dave Spencer 
starts in Galway inc. depot plus various schools workings, then incredibly busy pre Bank Holiday 
sequence in Athlone plus more Dublin. 

675 Ireland, Buses, Bus Eireann October 1998 (Dig). 60 mins filmed by Dave Spencer starts in Bray, 
depot visit Rosslare and Waterford plus weekday services, then to Cork with city and bus station 
shots. Finishes at Limerick. 

674 Ireland, Buses Dublin October 1998 (Dig). 60 mins. filmed by Dave Spencer with scenes of Dublin 
Bus with latest livery application, cream/orange/blue. Wet and windy Saturday city services and Bus 
Eireann. 

673 London, UK Buses October 1998 (Dig) 60 mins. by Dave Spencer, continues from 672 vis Whitehall, 
Trafalgar Square and along Regent St. Introduction of Arriva livery/fleet name, most buses fleet No. 
announced. 

672 London, UK Buses October 1998 (Dig). 60 mins. filmed by Dave Spencer with scenes at Elephant & 
Castle through to Westminster Bridge, via Waterloo. Fleet numbers announced to aid vehicle 
identification. 

671 Lancashire, UK Buses October 1998 (Dig). 60 mins. filmed by Dave Spencer at Preston and 
Blackburn bus stations with fleet numbers announced to aid identification. 

670 Cumbria, UK Buses October 1998 (Dig). 60 mins. by Dave Spencer starts in Barrow in Furness then 
to Whitehaven (last VRs in service) and Workington. Finishes at Carlisle. 

666 Turkey, Buses September 1998 (Dig). 60 mins. by Dave Spencer. Lots of Optare Spectra’s in Istanbul 
and other continental height double deckers there and Ankara 

664 Warminster, UK Preserved Buses September 1998 (Dig). 60 mins. by Dave Spencer with nearly 30 
preserved buses running a network of services based upon Warminster, Wilts railway station 


PMP, 17 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE, LOWER PEOVER, 


CHESHIRE WA16 9QJ. Tel: 01565 722045 
E-Mail pmp@wavenet.co.uk 


The following are now available from LOTS: 


@ London Bus Magazine - issue number 106 features 
historical articles on the post war Green Line network. 
Memories of Working with Trams, RT100 as well as 
Busman’s Holiday part 2 and postscripts on the STDs 
and LT mobile canteens. 

Order your copy now, £4.30 (£3.30 to members) 


SUP36J - London’s Major Operators Fleet Allocation 
Available soon - £3 (£2.00 to members). 


SUP37G - London Transport Area - Route Working 
Index. 
Available soon - £3.00 (£2.00 to members). 


@ TLB Extra 1967 - TLB style Vehicle News for the year, 56 
pages, with illustrations - £4.00 (£3.00 to members). 


And don’t forget that membership entitles you to the 
QUICKEST and most up to date information on the ever 
changing London bus scene. For more details of the benefits 
of membership of Britain’s largest Bus enthusiast society, 
or our latest sales list, why not check out the new web site at 
http://www.lots.org.uk or alternatively send a large stamp 
addressed envelope to: 


Postal Sales or Membership Secretary (as applicable), 
London Omnibus Traction Society, 
Unit 8, Battersea Business Centre, 
103-109 Lavender Hill, London, SW11 5QF. 


CHRIS BRIERLEY MODELS 


=i 53 York Street, Heywood, Nr. Rochdale OL10 4NR. = 
Rion Tel: 01706 365812 Fax: 01706 627811 


ORIGINAL OMNIBUS CO 1998 RELEASES OOC SALE _ 
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1998 Some you may have missed 


Cat No. Available Price Sale Price 


40205 Leyland Leopard, Ballykissangel .... £7.99 


FOCUS ON WALES 40308 Burlingham Seagull Ribble . .... £9.99 
43111 Leyland Lynx Mkil Cardiff Bus 


Dec £12.50 40602 Leyland PS1, Isle of Man a £7.99 
41801 Leyland, Ribble Breakdown . . £9.99 
42505 Bedford OB 1/4 lights, Malta ... £7.99 
STAGECOACH BUSES 42705 Van Hool Alizee, OK Travel . ... £8.99 
42811 Dennis Dart - Stagecoach Busways Oct. £12.50 42706 Van Hool Alizee, Bakers Dolphin . £8.99 
42709 Van Hool Alizee, Eavesway Travel £8,99 
42710 Van Hool Alizee, Railair ....... £8.99 
42711 Van Hool Alizee, Speediink £8.99 
Oct. 13.50 42803 Dennis Dart, City Bus Standard ...... £9.99 
43804 Plaxton Excalibur - Shearings Nov. £13.50 pet pple Dates aesteapead Sue ves ate 
bi 43001 Leylan mpian Wear Buses on : 
43308 Plaxton Excalibur - Skills Motor Coaches 43102 Leyland se Mk 1, Wycombe £7.99 
Lid beeteee eee nees . +. Dec. £13.50 97095 Lancashire Holiday Set ....... £15.99 
42721 Van Hool Alizee - W Robinson & Sons (Tours) 97096 Capital and Highlands Set . £15.99 
97097 Bridges and Spires Set .... £15.99 
ppt cs *s ‘Dec £13.50 37130 AEC Reliance, Oxford City £7.99 
97811 Trolleybus, Notts and Derby .... . £8.99 
NATIONAL EXPRESS 97813 Weymann Trolleybus, Brighton .. ¢ £8.99 
43405 Plaxton Beaver 2- Travel Merry Hill .....Nov. £11.50 97837 Leyland PD1A, North Western ........ 
97838 Leyland PS1. Birch Bros . He 
97839 Leyland PD1. Eastern Counties ... 
THE GO AHEAD GROUP 97850 Bristol L, Merthyr Tydfil... 
43113 Leyland Lynx Mk | - Brighton & Hove Bus & Coach 97851 Bristol K, Hants and Dorset ...... 
Co. Ltd Dec. £12.50 97852 Bristol L, Maidstone and District 
. 97854 Bristol K, Western National ... 
97855 Bristol L,.United Auto Services . . 
CELTIC COLLECTION 97858 Bristol K, Caledonian 


97859 Bristol K, Bristol Tramways 
43304 PI - /Eurol 
3304 Plaxton Premiere - Bus Eireann/Eurolines .Oct. £13.50 97880 Bristol L. Bath Tramways ... 


43603 Northern Counties Palatine Il - Greater 97888 Bristol L, Eastern Counties 
Glasgow Nov. £12.50 97669 Bristol L, Lincolnshire 


43802 Plaxton Excalibur - Ulsterbus Dec. £13.50 97900 AEC Reliance, Devon General 
97902 AEC Reliance, PMT 


97903 Leyland Leopard, Lough Swill 
LONDON SCENE 97904 AEC Reliance, Leicester 


42103 AEC Tower Wagon - London Transport .. Nov. £11.50 97905 Leyland Leopard, Safeway 
97941 Leyland PD2 Orion, St Helens 


97943 AEC Regent Orion, Douglas Corp 
INDEPENDENTS 97944 Leyland PD2,Newcastle Corp 


43214 3 Axle Leyland Olympian - Capital Citybus .Oct. £19.99 Please add £1.00 post and packing per model UK only. 
43114 Leyland Lynx Mkil - John Fishwick & Sons .Nov. £12.50 Overseas at cost to all SALE BUSES 


KY Credit card orders welcome or please make cheques payable to: 
CHRIS BRIERLEY MODELS 
Opening hours: MONDAY: 09.00-17.30, TUESDAY CLOSED, WEDNESDAY: 09.00-17.30, THURSDAY. 0 S00- 
FRIDAY: 09.00-17.30. SATURDAY: 09.00-17.30 


Kindly mention BUSES when replying to this advertisement 


HISTORY, MYSTERY SEASIDE & FUN 
43307 Plaxton Premiere - Epsom Coaches 


Rotherham Model World 


22 WELLGATE, ROTHERHAM S60 2LR 


TEL: 01709 720072 FAX: 01709 510010 


ae 


OPENING TIMES 
Mon-Sat 09.30 - 17.00 
WANTED 
Your surplus Bus + Truck Modets. Please send us 
your lists. 
UK Post Free. Overseas at cost 


You can now E-Mail your order to: 


garry @modelworld.demon.co.uk 


ORIGINAL OMNIBUS COMPANY 
1st Quarter Releases 
Corporate Image 


EFE RE rE 
NOVEMBER 1998 - FEBRUARY 1999 


November 
Bristol RE - Southern National £11.50 43217 Volvo 3 Axle Olympian - Stagecoach Hong Kong 
Mercedes Benz Hoppa - Thamesway £11.50 (Jan) : abe 
BET Single Deck - Yorkshire Traction £41.50 an Counties Palatine 11 - Arriva Northumona 
‘eC rotenone ieee ste 43310 Plaxton Premiere Stagecoach Express 
pear Dart/Plaxton Pointer - Blue Bus (Fite Scottish) (Feb) af ? 

Gt. Yarmouth £11,50 
Leyland National - London Utd 84150 43408 Plaxton Beaver 2 - First Midland Red (Feb 
43407 Plaxton Beaver 2 - Arriva Medway Towns 

December (Mar) (nal 
Alexander Y Type - Easter Scottish £11.50 43608 Northern Counties Palatine 11 - First Badgerline 
Bristol RE - Bristol City £11.50 (Mar) vc onest'ea Con 
Daimler CVG6 - Leeds City “ ng £11.50 Classics 
Bristol L6B/Windover De-Luxe - Thames Valley £11.50 43705 BUT 9641T Trolleybus - Newcastle Cor 
Bristol VAT 3 - Viscount Travel (All over advert - (Feb) ... sions pete £14.50 

Wallace Amold +++-+-£11.50 43906 Guy Arab Utility Bus - Southdown Motor Services (Feb) ..Sold out 
BET Single-Deck Bus - City of Manchester £11.50 43905 Daimler CW Utility Bus - London Greenline 
Atkinson 8-Wheel Tanker - Pickfords . £11.50 (Mar) teeeeeee veedeeee teeeee e+ oSOld Out 
January 1999 42606 Bedford OB Coach - Guinness (Mar) 
AEC Routemaster Coach (RCL) - London Country : £12.50 Leisure & Pleasure 
Bristol LS - Provincial ; £1250 42722 Van Hool Alizee - The Kings Ferry 
Leyland PD! Highbridge - Lancashire Utd £12.50 43116 Leyland Lynx Mk 11 - Maidstone & District 
(Park & Ride) (Jan) ...... 1 

Bristol RELL - Cumberland ; £12.50 49910 Optare Delta - Blackpool & Fylde Blue Buses 
Bedford SB - Skills 4 : £12.50 (dan) .. 
Daimler Fleetline/Alexander - Selnec +++++ £12.50 42793 Van Hool Alizee - Seagull Coaches (Feb 
Reeve Burgess Hoppa - Barton sssseesee+s 11,50 43309 Plaxton Premiere - Brighton & Hove Bus & 
Leyland TS8 De-Luxe - Western Walsh £12.50 Coach Co.(Mar) . . 

February 43803 Plaxton Excalibur - Oxford Citylink X90 (Mar) 
AEC Routemaser (RML) - Metroline : £12.50 Centenary 
Bristol RE - Wilts & Dorset £1250 43010 Leyland Olympian/ECW - PMT (Jan) £13.50 
Bristol VRT-3 - Ensigbus 2 £12.50 43115 Leyland Lynx MK1 - PMT Interurban X64 a 
Harrington Cavalier - Wallace Amold £12.50 Su —— - poe 
Daimler Fleetline (DMS) - London Transport ne £12.50 All models have very limited production 
Alexander Y Type - Ulsterbus . . sete £12.50 runs. Please order early as we may not be 
Leyland PD2 Highjpridge De-Luxe - Stratford Blue £12.50 able to guarantee delivery for late orders. 
Ergo 3-axle Flatbed with chains - Trumans £12.50 


SPECIALIST VEHICLE 
INSURANCE 


Footman James is the most progressive insurance innovator 
for Modern, Classic, Vintage, Veteran and Historic Vehicles. 
Policies, for occasional or everyday use, are designed 
to provide top quality cover at competitive premiums. 
Let our experienced team help you select the right 
insurance for all your motoring needs. 


FOR INDIVIDUAL SERVICE AND COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND 


Call Us Today 


MODEL BUSES @ KITS & DIECAST 
IN 4MM OO SCALE 


FANFARE KITS: Feature a one piece resin body with white metal interior and glazing representing Buses and 
Coaches of the 1945-1970 period. Many interesting prototypes. Prices from £16 00 to £27.50 plus p&p. 


DIECAST MODELS: EFE and (Corgi) OOC the latest and past releases. Competitive prices, re-inforced 
packaging. First class postage. 

CODE 3 & BUILT KITS: We always have around 40 at any one time, but can’t list them as they are forever 
being sold!! (most regions represented) so come and see them at the following events:- 


LOOK OUT FOR FANFARE AT: 
6th February 1999: Camden Centre, London N.| 
19-21st February 1999: Brighton Model World, Brighton Centre 
27th February 1999: NLTS, St. Paul’s Centre, Enfield, Middx. 
27-28th March: Museum of Transport, Manchester (TBC) 
4th April 1999: Barking Bus Rally (TBC) 
11th April 1999: Cobham Open Day, (Inside Museum). 
For Catalogue send a stamped addressed envelope to: 


N. CLAY. FANFARE TRANSPORT MODELS (DEPT B2) 
2, HAIG ROAD WEST, PLAISTOW. LONDON E13 9LH 
send s.a.e. for reply - no callers, mail order only. 


NOTICE dated 21st December 1998 
THE LONDON BUS PRESERVATION TRUST (“LBPT’’) 


From time to time, statements have been made by Officers and Members of the 
LBPT which amounted to allegations of improper conduct by the Directors of Lon- 
don Bus Preservation Trust Ltd (“LBPT Ltd”), formerly London Bus Preservation 
Group Ltd. (“LBPG Ltd”) in the way in which those Directors carried out their 
duties as Directors. 

The LBPT, it’s Trustees and Officers, unreservedly withdraw all such allegations 


of improper conduct. The Trustees and Officers of the LBPT have no evidence that 
the Directors of LBPT Ltd have been guilty of improper conduct at any time, nor 
that they contravened the Companies Act 1985 or any statutory modification 
thereof. 

The LBPT has agreed the above statement with the Directors of LBPT Ltd 
(formerly LBPG Ltd). The two existing organisations will be merged at the end of 
December 1998 into a single company, and the Trustees and Officers of the LBPT 
and the Directors of LBPT Ltd (formerly LBPG Ltd) have agreed that this matter 
is now concluded. 


The Enthusiast’ Insurance Broker 


0 { y] i 5 fe i 4 i a & The notice has been issued by the Committee of the LBPT and appears as a matter 


MODEL BUSES from | RANSMA 


LIMITED AVAILABILITY MODELS (Contact for availability) 


THE MARKET LEADER 


RIGINAL 
NIBUS 


EFE Models OOC Models 
January 1999 December 1998 AEC Ergo 3 axle box, BRS £11.50 AEC 664TT Trolleybus, Cardiff £13.50 
ris hnNetmbia———=9s9_ ROC Gm Se ren pi On a 
Van Hool - The Kings Ferry £13.50 MexancerG,Scotion £11.50 Alex Fleetline, Halifax £11.50 Bedford OB, Grey Green £7.50 
Lynx 2, Maidstone & Dist. (Park & Ride) aia ag Bristol RE, Bristol City £11.50 Alex Fleetline, London DMO £11.50 Bedford OB, Loch Tay £10.00 
Daimler CVG6, Leeds City £11.50 Alex Y, Yorkshire Traction £11.50 Bristol L6A, Maidstone & Dist. £9.75 
Optare Delta, Blackpool & Fylde Blue Bus = £13.50 auincon 4 axle Tanker, Pickfords £11.50 Bedford TK, Pickfords £11.50 Burlingham Seagull, PMT £10.00 
Leyland Olympian, PMT £13.50 Bristol Windover, Thames Valley £11.50 Bedford TK artic box, VG Stores £9.00 Burlingham Seagull, Ribble £11.50 
TK artic box, Viadivar Vodka £10.00 Dart, Brewers (Red Arrows) £12.50 
February 1999 Bristol VR111, Wallace Amold £11.50 Bedford TK,artic flat, BR £12.50 Dart. Stagecoach Busways £12.50 
Plaxton Premiere, Stagecoach Express (Fife) £14.50 BET, Manchester City £11.50 TK artic flat, BR (Yellow) £11.50 Leyland Lynx, Brighton & Hove £12.50 
Bedford TK dray, Courage £11.50 Leyland Lynx, Crosville Cymru £12.50 
PlaxtonBeavel/2) First Miclandified FO sSenuary196 BET, Crosville £11.50 Leyland Lynx, McDonalds £11.50 
BUT 9641T Trolleybus, Newcastle £14.50 RCL Coach, London Country £12.50 BET, East Yorkshire £11.50 Leyland Lynx, Nottingham £11.50 
BET, Halifax £11.50 Leyland Lynx, Stagecoach £12.50 
Wan ihcel cence £13.50 Bristol LS, Provincial £12.50 BET, N. Western £11.50 Leyland Lynx, United £11.50 
Leyland Lynx Mk1, PMT Interburban X64 £13.50 Leyland PD1 Highbridge, LUT £12.50 BET, Premier £9.50 Olympian, Capital CityBus £19.95 
Bristol RELL, Cumberland £12.50 Bristol Lodekka FLF, Baxters £11.50 Optare Delta, Westlink £12.50 
March 1999 Bedford SB, Skills £12.50 Bristol LS, E. National (Coach) £11.50 Palatine ll, Greater Glasgow £12.50 
Plaxton Beaver 2, Arriva Medway Towns £12.50 Meander ane SELNEC £12.50 MCW Fleetline, Birmingham £11.50 Plaxton Excalibur, Ulsterbus £13.50 
Palatine 2, First Badgerline £13.50 Daimler CVG6, Manchester £10.00 excallay Wallace Arnold £13.50 
Reeve Burgess Hoppa, Barton £11.50 CVG6, W. Brom. ‘Classic Bus’ £12.95 Premiere, Express Shuttle £13.50 
Bedford OB, Guinness £12.50 Leyland TS8 (DL), Western Welsh £12.50 Fleetline, London Country Blue Arrow £11.50 Plaxton Premiere, Flightlink £13.50 
Plaxton Premiere, Brighton & Hove £14.50 Leyland Atlantean, SELNEC £11.50 Premiere, Oxford City Link £13.50 
: February 1999 MCW Atlantean, Plymouth £11.50 Plaxton Premiere, Skills £13.50 
Plaxton Excalibur, Oxford Citylink X90 £14.50 5 Se Leyland National, Blue Bus £11.50 Van Hool, Bakers Dolphin £11.00 
NE eDenmicr DMS LONEONTITER Spee £12.50 Leyland PD2, Gt. Yarmouth £11.50 Van Hool Alizee, Clarkes £12.50 
CORGIA:s0:SCALE = DUEAPRIL RMI, Metroline £12.50 Leyland PD2/12, Bolton £11.50 Van Hool, Eavesway (Everton) £12.50 
Bristol VR Ill, Ensign £12.59 Leyland RTL, Walsall £11.50 Van Hool Alizee, Eurolines £12.50 
Bedford OB Coach, Guinness £24.95 Bristol RE, Wilts & Dorset £12.50 MB Hopper, Beavers £11.50 Van Hool Alizee, OK £11.50 
r, City Lin 11.50. izee, Rail Air 11.00 
928, OCG Catalogue) JabuaryisMarch £075 ee ee oe ee ea cs National befits Hn ea iaaicadee ae 
Mc randony.ethue es Mercedes Maidstone & Dist. £11.50 Van Hool, Shearings 500 £12.50 
Full details of the Corgi Classics range will be sent Leyland PD2, Stratford Blue (DL) £12.50 Mercedes Hopper, W. National £11.50 Van Hool, Stagecoach E. Kent £12.50 
Spulequest Ergo 3 axle dray, Trumans Ale £12.50 Pointer, Maidstone & Dist. £11.50 Van Hool Alizee, W. Robinson £12.50 


TRANSMAC Dept B, 10 Stone Brig Lane, Rothwell, Leeds LS26 QUE. Tel/Fax: 0113 282 5349 


=m) Dates are manufacturers plan. Models will be dispatched as soon as stock arrives. 
S$ ISA, Prices include postage, Air Mail at cost. > 
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Models can be insured against loss/damage in transit - please add £1 per item for this service 


An Arriva Durham County Dennis Dart SLF, 1601 
(R601 MHN}, stands in Durham with a Leyland 
Olympian still in United livery, while a class 158 
diesel multiple unit in West Yorkshire Metro livery 
passes over the famous viaduct above. 
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Buses is published 

on the third Friday 

of the month preceding 
cover date by: 


lan Allan Publishing Ltd 
Riverdene Business Park 
Molesey Road 

Hersham 

Surrey KT12 4RG 

tel 01932 266600 

fax 01932 266601 


Registered office: 
Terminal House, Shepperton 
Middlesex TW17 8AS 


SUBSCRIPTIONS AND BACK 
NUMBERS FROM 

lan Allan Subscriptions 

Riverdene Business Park 

Molesey Road 

Hersham 

Surrey KT12 4RG 

Tel 01932 266622 

Fax/out-of-hours answerphone 
01932 266633 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Home £33; 

Europe/Ireland: £43; 

rest of the world (economy): £45; 
1st Class Airmail £54. 


TWO-YEAR SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Home £66; 

Europe/Ireland: £86; 

rest of the world (economy): £90; 
1st Class Airmail £108. 


BACK NUMBERS 

lan Allan Subscriptions can supply 
back issues for the past year, 
subject to availability. Each copy 
costs cover price plus 

70p p&p (£1.30 Europe, 

£1.95 rest of the world). 

Please check before ordering. 


BINDERS 

£5.95 plus postage & packing 

(UK no extra charge, Europe £2.50; 
Outside Europe £3.50). 

Please make cheques payable to 
lan Allan Publishing Ltd 


TRADE DISTRIBUTION 

IPC Marketforce 
Independent Publisher Group 
King’s Reach Tower 
Stamford Street 

London SE1 9LS 


ISSN 0007-6329 


EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

We are pleased to consider articles and 
photographs (black & white prints or colour 
transparencies only, please) for possible 
publication in Buses. Material accepted will be 
retained and paid for at our standard rates on 
publication. Items which cannot be used 

will be returned if accompanied by a stamped, 
addressed envelope. Photographs should be 
clearly marked on the reverse (or on the 
transparency mounts) with your name, 
address and subject details. 

Such material is provided at the 

contributor’s own risk; we regret that 

lan Allan Publishing Ltd cannot be 

held responsible for loss or damage 
howsoever caused. 

We are also very grateful to receive 

news items; those for Fleet News should 

be sent direct to the relevant author 

at the addresses shown in those sections, 
and items of more general news 

should be sent to the editor. 


Printed by lan Allan Printing 
Tel: 01932 266600 


© lan Allan Publishing Ltd 1999 

All rights reserved. No part of this magazine 
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, recording pr by any 
information or retrieval system, without prior 
permission in writing from the copyright 
owners. Multiple copying of the contents of 
this magazine without written approval 

is not permitted. 
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REGULARS MANS are now flying around Oxford 
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Cover: 

One of East Yorkshire’s most recent Northern Counties- 
bodied Volvo Olympians, 635 (S635 MKH) in Hull. 
JOHN ALDRIDGE 


NEWS 


around the industry 


Q-DRIVE UPDATE 


In last month’s issue we reported 
that former Q-Drive subsidiary 
Scan Coaches had been sold to 
The Omnibus Group of Horsham 
which, although true at the time, 
was not the end of the story. In 
fact, it is a rather complicated story 
beginning in mid-November with 
the announcement that Shamrock 
of Pontypridd was preferred bidder, 
beating off The Omnibus Group, 
Dunn-Line of Nottingham and a 
three-man consortium led by 
former Scan managing director 
Graham Smith. 

The sale to Shamrock had not 
happened by the end of November, 
although Shamrock had purchased 
eight Scan vehicles from Robson 
Rhodes, the receiver, with options 
to purchase a further 14 anda 
provisional agreement to lease 
Scan’s Park Royal depot from 


do so would be unlawful. At this 
point Shamrock’s bid failed and 
the receiver subsequently closed 
down Scan, making its workforce 
of around 50 drivers redundant. 


The Omnibus Group (or, 
according to the sales document- 
ation, the Birmingham & Midland 
Motor Omnibus Company, 
presumably the dormant company 
which was used to set up Omnibus 
Group) which by now was the only 
other bidder, acquired the company 
name, goodwill, phone number and 
customer database. However, 
within a few days Omnibus was 
negotiating to sell these to 
Shamrock, which still had hopes of 
running Scan as a going concern. 

The final twist to this saga came 
in mid-December when Omnibus 
sold what remained of Scan to 
Stort Valley Coaches of Stansted. 


BOOTS TAXED 
ON GREEN 
TRANSPORT 


Boots the Chemist has been 
issued with a tax demand for 
£500,000 for providing 60 bus 
services for 1,300 employees to 
its headquarters at Beeston, 
Nottingham. In line with 
Government policy on reducing 
car dependency, Boots has been 
providing the services for 
employees at a cost of £250,000 a 
year. However the Inland Revenue 
has decided to treat it as a benefit 
in kind and is demanding the 
money from Boots rather than 
attempting to claim from individual 
employees, and the £500,000 
demand is an estimate of the tax 
due on the benefit for the last six 
years. Tesco, British Airways and 
Stockley Park business park are 
other employers understood to be 


Vacko Kokkila, the company’s 
founder. In early December the 
receiver would not allow Scan’s 
100-plus licence to be transferred 
to any new owner, stating that to 


Stort Valley has no immediate 
plans to use the Scan Coach 
Company name but has recruited 
four former Scan managers 
together with a number of drivers. 


targeted by the Inland Revenue. 
Boots is fighting the demand on 
the basis that it is being unfairly 
penalised for following 
Government policy on transport. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 


The step-entrance bus looks as if it will be a 
thing of the past before much longer. Hardly 
any full-size or midi single-deckers are now 
being built with entrance steps, and now low- 
floor double-deckers are beginning to emerge. 


Our response to low-floor double-deckers so 
far has not been terribly enthusiastic; it’s not 
that we don’t want to see buses which can be 
used by the disabled and parents with push- 
chairs. On the contrary, we are keen to see a 
better solution than that offered so far. It 
seems to have come with the Dennis Trident. 


The first bodied Trident we have seen is for 
Nottingham, with an entirely conventional 


interior, giving 20 seats you can reach without 
a single step and a further 15 that most people 
can get to without difficulty. This contrasts with 
the four seats on the low section of the low- 
floor double-deckers now in London. 


It is, we confess, an unfair comparison. 
London Transport would blow a gasket if any 
operator tried to run the Nottingham-spec bus 
in London, however attractive it may be. 
Dennis has once again produced a winning 
design, but it is LT’s insistence on a straight, 
mid-mounted staircase which leads to such a 
poor lower-deck layout on London’s low-floor 
buses. That London staircase, as a staircase, 


is work of art. It looks nice, is safe and 
promotes good flow inside the bus. But all bus 
design — indeed all automotive design — has 
to be a compromise. Fitting such a massive 
staircase in a place away from the 
wheelarches, which themselves take up 
valuable seating space (no-one has yet 
invented the wheel-less bus) leaves you, as 
we have seen, with so little floorspace that 
hardly anyone without the ability to get upstairs 
will get a seat at all. 

The Nottingham Dennis shows that low-floor 
buses themselves can be just as practical as 
any other sort of bus. But well-meaning people 
need to be sure that designs intended to help 
the less mobile don’t inconvenience every 
other member of society — including, very 
often, those they are meant to help. Double- 
deckers need enough seats downstairs to 
accommodate those who find standing difficult. 
And somehow wheelchair accommodation has 
to be provided without leaving other 
passengers with no handholds as they stagger 
and sway to the door. We’ve still not got it 
quite right, but at least the new Dennis 
provides a platform from which to try and 
improve the passengers’ lot. 


STEPHEN MORRIS 


WILTS’ WIGGLY WINNER 


Wiltshire County Council has won 
£459,000 from the Government's 
Rural Challenge Fund for the 
Pewsey Vale Transport 
Partnership’s Wigglybus concept. 
The money has been made 
available out of the extra 
Government funding for rural 
transport, some of which was 
earmarked for additional funding 
for innovative ideas. 


Pewsey Vale Transport 
Partnership comprises Wiltshire 
County Council, Kennet District 
Council and Pewsey Vale 
Transport Appraisal Group, a 
community group which has been 
researching transport solutions for 
communities in the Vale of 
Pewsey. Its Wiltshire Wigglybus is 
due to start at Easter andis a 
demand-responsive service. 
Passengers can telephone a call 
centre, to be based with Wiltshire 
Ambulance Service, to request a 
bus to either Pewsey or Devizes. 
The service is to run hourly and 
an electronic message will be sent 
to the driver telling him to divert off 
route to pick up the passenger 
requesting a journey. The 
timetable is designed to give 
connections to rail services at 
Pewsey and inter-urban bus 
services to Salisbury, Swindon 
and Bath. Similar demand- 
responsive services are already 
running in Finland, Sweden, 
Flanders and Italy. 


CORPORATION 
CLOSES 


Bill Heaton of model bus and 
coach specialist Corporation 
Buses (Wigan) has asked us to 
advise readers that due to 
continuing poor health his 
business has ceased trading. As 
he has never supplied any other 
outlet no further sales will take 


place of Corporation Buses goods. 


He would like to thank his friends 
and customers for their support 
over the last 10 years. 


MODAL SHIFT 


The DETR’s local transport 
settlement for 1999-2000 
shows a shift away from 
provision for the car in favour 
of public transport. Of the 
£624 million being allocated for 
local transport schemes, 
£135 million is for schemes 
designed to reduce 
dependence on the private 
car, 60% more than for the 
previous year. 

West Midlands is to receive 
£16 million in the Government's 
local transport settlement, 
including funds to accelerate 
progress on its Showcase 
quality partnership scheme. 
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The £459,000 is to fund the 
service over a three-year pilot 
period, and three vehicles have 
been ordered for the service. 
These are to be 12-15-seat 
accessible vehicles with built-in 
cycle rack, child seats and space 
for shopping. Kennet District 
Council is also to provide £40,000 
a year for the service. The aim is 
to make a bus service which can 
compete on terms as equal as 
possible to the private car. To this 
end an annual travel club is being 
established for regular users, who 
will pay an annual fee and then 
pay low fares for each individual 
journey, creating a situation akin 
to the standing costs and petrol 
costs of running a car. 


The Government has awarded 
£11.4 million to 46 schemes from 
33 local authorities under the 
Rural Bus Challenge; other 
beneficiaries include improved 
transport facilities for coalfield 
communities in Co Durham, which 
are to receive £592,000, improved 
services, shelters and public 
information terminals on the 
Norfolk coast, real-time 
information, vehicle tracking and 
smartcards for mining villages 
around Worksop, Notts, at 
£1.15 million and £130,000 for the 
Mendips Flexible Bus Project in 
Somerset. 


BUS PEOPLE 


We are sorry to have to record the 
death in early-December of Cecil 
Bannister, Isle Coaches of 
Owston Ferry’s founder. He was 
98 and although Isle Coaches has 
been managed for many years by 
his son John, Cecil took a keen 
and active interest in the 
company’s operations until the 
very end of his long life. 

Frank Harris, chairman of The 
Harris Group, has been elected 
president of the Confederation of 
Passenger Transport UK for 1999. 
He succeeds David Humphrey of 
London United Busways. Brian 
Fisher of Plymouth CityBus and 
Tony Depledge of Blackpool 
Transport have been elected vice 
presidents. 


Bob Davies has been 
appointed chief executive of 
Arriva following the retirement of 
Gordon Hodgson. He was 
previously chief executive of East 
Midlands Electricity and also 
spent 15 years with Ford. 


Jan Engstrom has been 
appointed president of Volvo Bus 
Corporation. He was chief 
financial officer and senior vice 
president of Volvo’s parent 
company AB Volvo. He succeeds 
Bjorn Larsson, who is taking on 
responsibility for business 
development and projects. 


1998 REGISTRATION FIGURES 


1998 was a record year for new 
PSVs sold in the UK, with the 
highest number of new PSVs 
registered in recent memory. It 
was the first year that purpose- 
built PSVs exceeded the 4,000 
mark since the 1970s. 


Once again Volvo emerged as 
the biggest-selling bus and 
coach manufacturer, though with 
a falling market share in a 
growing market, while Dennis 
sales slipped slightly too — 
though production actually 
increased with record exports. 
Scania and DAF both showed 
major increases this year, 
beating Optare into fifth place 
despite strong sales. 


DAF benefited from Arriva’s 
adoption of the make as one of 
its standards. Meanwhile MAN 
and Mercedes-Benz both 
showed large increases, though 
on the basis of single large 
orders for each, from 
Stagecoach and Travel West 
Midlands respectively. 


These figures show purpose- 
built psvs, with van-derived 
vehicles such as the Mercedes- 
Benz Vario, grouped together 
separately at the end. Purpose- 
built psvs include minibuses 
which are not derived from van 
chassis, such as the Optare 
MetroRider and Solo. 


Manufacturer November 1998 December 1998 — total* 
Bova 2 (5) 1 (1) 55 (52) 
DAF 32 (15) 21 (26) 280 (156) 
Dennis 95 (172) 92 (81) 1 —- ub — 
Iveco 2 (0) 2 (0) 51 (28 

MAN 25 (1) 26 (0) 107 A 
Mercedes-Benz 6 (1) 3 (0) 129 (29) 
Optare 19 (30) 37 (15) 269 (230) 
Scania 20 (23) 28 (15) 323 (231) 
Volvo 83 (132) 98 (103) 1 ~-- (1,643) 
Other British 0 (2) 0 (1) 5 (10) 
Other imports 9 (5) 3 (3) — (130) 
Total British 157 (262) 194 (146) 2,292 (2,269) 
Total imports 136 (124) 117 (99) 1,933 (1,626) 
Total purpose-built 293 (386) 311 (245) 4,225 (3,895) 
Van-derived minibuses 71 (60) 25 (77) 1,239 (966) 
Grand total 364 (446) 336 (322) 5,464 (4,861) 


*Equivalent 1997 figures shown in brackets. Source — SMMT. 


DIARY DATES 


21 JANUARY: 

Chartered Institute of Transport North West Section. ‘Setting up a 
new bus company’. Mike Dunstan, Bluebird Bus & Coach. Waldorf 
Hotel, Fore Street, Manchester. 18.00 for 18.30. 

26 JANUARY: 

Omnibus Society meeting Presidential Address by Stephen Morris, 
editor Buses. London Transport headquarters, 55 Broadway, London, 
SW1 (above St James’s Park Underground station), 18.45hrs. 

3 FEBRUARY: 

Chartered Institute of Transport South East Section. ‘Public transport 
around the world — or what | did on my holidays’. Roger Davies, 
transport consultant. Post House Hotel, Ashford, Kent. 

19.00 for 19.30. 

9 FEBRUARY: 

North Kent Vehicle Preservation Group slide evening: Buses in the 
1960s/70s, presented by Stuart Pilcher. Borough Green Village Hall 


High Street, Borough Green (two minutes walk from Borough Green 
railway station), 20.00hrs. All welcome. 


Chartered Institute of Transport Mercia Section. ‘Postbus services’. 
Chris Roberts, National Postbus Manager. Shire Hall, Abbeyforegate, 
Shrewsbury. 19.00. 

18 FEBRUARY: 

Buses World Wide. Barry Wilkinson on Cyprus. Fred Tallant Hall, 
Drummond Street, London NW1, 19.00hrs. 

25 FEBRUARY: 

Chartered Institute of Transport North West Section. ‘Guided 
bus/trolleybus for the North West’. The Village, Warrington. 

18.00 for 18.30. 

3 MARCH: 

Chartered Institute of Transport South East Section. ‘On the buses — 
are you being served?’. Henry Lee, training consultant. Post House 
Hotel, Ashford, Kent. 19.00 for 19.30. 


The first bodied examples of the 
two-axle Dennis Trident appeared 
during January. Dennis has now 
produced some 130 UK Trident 
low-floor double-deck chassis 
which are now with bodybuilders; 
those for Stagecoach East 
London, bodied by Alexander, are 
expected into service imminently. 

Meanwhile the first of East 
Lancs’ new low-floor double-deck 
bodies has appeared on a Trident 
for Nottingham. Named the 


Lolyne, the new body is visually 
similar to the Pyoneer, developed 
for the Volvo Olympian and 
Dennis Arrow, but has deeper 
windows with rounded corners, 
as needed for its Alusuisse 
construction. These are 

gasket mounted. 


The single-door bus shows that 
low-floor double-deckers can be 
entirely practical; Nottingham has 
specified a conventional seating 
layout downstairs, with the 


staircase over the front 
wheelarch, and has achieved 86 
seats in a 10.5m bus, with 51 
upstairs and 35 down. On the 
lower deck no fewer than 20 can 
be reached without encountering 
a step of any description, and 
four more could have been 
achieved had Nottingham 
specified the fuel tank under the 
stairs. Instead it has gone for the 
option of having it under the floor 
on the offside, just ahead of the 
rear axle. There is no step at all 
in the gangway, and two very 
modest steps up to the rear seat. 


The Trident achieves this large 
low floor area by having a very 
short rear overhang. The 
transverse Cummins C-series 
engine is mounted low in the 
frame so the rear seat actually 
sits on top of it (though this does 
not make it unacceptably high). 
Thus despite the short overhang, 
there is more knee room for the 
facing seats at the rear than on 
conventional double-deckers. 
East Lancs has fitted a short 
parcel shelf behind the rear seat, 
while the Alexander ALX400 has 
seating virtually right up to the 
rear wall of the bus. 


Stagecoach’s ALX400s are toa 
modified London specification, 
with an exit door just ahead of the 
rear axle. However LT agreement 
has been given for the staircase 
to be fitted over the front 
wheelarch instead of amidships, 
with major benefits ensuing for 
lower-deck seating capacity. 
Downstairs are 22 seats, and as 


two of these are singles there is 
the scope for more even with a 
dual-door configuration. Of these 
nine, including one rear-facing tip 
up seat which doubles as the 
wheelchair position, are at low- 
floor level, with space for at least 
11 by replacing the singles with 
doubles. Unlike Arriva’s low-floor 
double-deckers, which make use 
of the sort of colours used on the 
Plaxton President prototype, 
Stagecoach has gone for its 
standard interior with brick-red 
flooring, shades of grey and 
conventional seating. 


Other customers for the East 
Lancs Lolyne on the Dennis 
include Bournemouth, which has 
nine on order, and Brighton & 
Hove, which is taking 20, 
including two convertible open- 
toppers, the first new ones built 
for some 20 years. Maynes of 
Manchester has also ordered six. 


The Plaxton President body is 
also to appear on the Trident 
very shortly, and we shall be 
reporting on progress on that 
front next month. 


As mentioned in ‘In London’ 
(p12) East Lancs has also won 
the contract to supply bodies for 
the buses serving the Millennium 
Dome. The air-conditioned single- 
deckers will be to a new design, 
using Alusuisse construction and 
mounted on DAF SB220 low-floor 
chassis. The 17 buses are being 
supplied to Go-Ahead Group 
company London Central by 
Arriva Bus & Coach. 


The East Lancs Lolyne low-floor double-deck body has made its debut on one of 
the first UK-spec two-axle Dennis Tridents, for Nottingham. 

Meanwhile Stagecoach East London’s Alexander ALX400-bodied Tridents were 
well-advanced by January; most are in red, but this one is painted in Stagecoach 
livery for demonstration to other Stagecoach companies. Both: PHILIP LAMB 
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Above: 
Optare has delivered 10 
Solos to Travel London for the 
211 and C1 services. 

4 Left: 

Wy Few Volvo B6LEs have been 
built with East Lancs Spryte 
bodywork. However Yorkshire 
Traction put eight into service 
in Barnsley on 1 January. 


BARRY S. DOE FCIT, C.Math, MIMA | 


: number of maps has been reissued without change to format 


North Lincoln only: Centro can get all of Birmingham on to one 
sheet; Road Car needs two for Lincoln — that is, of course, 
assuming they publish one for South Lincoln in due course! 


If you think the above is bad, just wait until you see the next — 
and you'll have plenty of time as this one will never need re-printing. 
At least it’s from a PTE that actually took my advice. | once 
criticised Strathclyde for producing maps that only showed 
operator names alongside roads, yet no route numbers. When one 
came to a crossroads, one had no idea whether the bus went 
across or turned right or left if it was the same operator! | cynically 
added that if they only showed mountains they would have perfect 
stability! They obviously agreed, for this map shows all bus routes in 
Glasgow — with no route numbers OR operator names! It is simply a 
street map with 95% of its roads coloured yellow. A note on the 
back says: ‘Travel Centres will assist with information on how to get 
to a destination’. Funny, | thought that was what a map was for, 
not least in that cover of this one is marked ‘Your FREE Guide to 
getting around Glasgow. Get yours on 0141 332 7133, stick it on 
the wall and use it as a dart-board. It has few other uses. 


Finally to Aberdeen. The First Aberdeen map has been 
revamped to include Bluebird services and is in conjunction with 
both Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire councils 
(tel: 01224 664580). The main side is basically the same high- 
standard map as before, but with Bluebird’s numbers added (by 
coincidence only the number 10 is used by both operators). A 
separate blow up now shows long-distance routes (to Inverness, 
Braemar etc). However, there are disappointments. There is an 
excellent city centre blow-up with all stops lettered, but when one 
looks at the list to see which stops, say, buses to Ballater use, one 
finds no Bluebird destinations listed. One has to go back to the 
map, find a suburb through which they pass (like Hazelhead) and 
then see which stops are listed under that suburb. Clearly this is the 
First Aberdeen map with bits thrown on, rather than a properly- 
designed revision. 

Sadly further evidence of this is in the night-bus inset, for Bluebird 
would never voluntarily make such inaccurate statements. It gives 
night bus times like ‘1.05am’ and says they are all ‘Friday and 
Saturday only’. They are, of course, Saturday and Sunday only and | 
hope someone will turn up at 01.05 Friday, find there is no bus, get 
a taxi and send the bill to First Aberdeen! 


and, by coincidence, as with every map this month, all from 

FWT: Centro’s new Birmingham version, as excellent as ever 
(and, remember, despite this having a city-centre blow-up an even 
larger one is produced separately); also a new Coventry city centre 
blow-up (tel: 0121 200 2700); and from Edinburgh is a re-issue of 
that authority’s map, again as good as ever (tel: 0131 225 3858). 

This month, however, has some superb examples of my oft-stated 
fact that, however good the cartographer, its work can still suffer if 
the customer insists on low standards. 

First, a mild example: the Nottinghamshire system map (tel: 
0115 924 0000). The map is generally to a high standard, but still 
has a city centre plan that shows no bus routes but merely bus stop 
letters, with a list of areas served from each stop and an unhelpful 
note that for full details of routes one should ring the enquiry line! 
One can only ask why, knowing there exist many examples of 
authorities that do the job properly (as with Centro, above), does 
the county not look around (or ask FWT for other examples) and 
then do it properly. 

Next, to half a map! Lincolnshire Road Car has at long last 
produced a map of (some of) Lincoln (tel: 01522 532424). Each 
route has its own colour, all going into a city centre box, which has 
its own separate plan with every road named. This has all stops 
shown with the buses that call at each, but | cannot believe it is 
complete, for roads are shown with arrows that it says are the 
direction in which buses operate, but there are loops that have no 
stops on them and for which shorter routes exist, so | am 
suspicious. Some roads are named differently on the blow-up from 
the main map or seem to change names exactly on the boundary. 
The reverse shows city-area timetables and to accompany the 
‘Super Buzz’ routes are panels reminding us that ‘our buzz drivers 
are sweeter than honey’. Will people ever treat public transport 
seriously by this sort of marketing? Anyway, yes, this is a map for 


THE FENTON FILE : 


MI. 
foe FENTON tracks down a little Dennis Dart which 
moment of glory, has escaped much attention 


Viewed from any an i 
gle, the D 
Dart story is one of considerable 
eg As originally envisaged 
e Dart was to be 9 metres long 
although this is not how it turned 
out in practice. London preferred 
a Ae aes es and the 
re model was out 
Sitar 9.8 metre Gece cme 
side London, 8. 
oe 5 metre Darts 
An Alexander-bodied Da 
rt 
nae? at the 1991 Coach & 
us Show at the NEC as the first 
public showing of its builder’s new 
Dash model. It was shown as a 
Cumberland vehicle, the first of 
01 Dashes, on Volvo and Dennis 
chassis, for Stagecoach. In the 
See it never went to 
agecoach, going inste 
long-lived Herefordshire eS 


matter! ‘One-offs’ always 

attract more than thotehecuoes 

trouble and the subject is no 

exception for, of several Darts in 
the Yeomans fleet, this was the 

One targeted by a 

motorist for a collision 
in April 1998, Naturally 
this coincided with my 
visit, necessitating a 
return some weeks 
later in order to 
take the 

required shots. 

By June 1998, with 
repairs completed, 
the little Dart was 
Once again working 
local services as 
shown by the view 
near Hereford 
Railway Station, 


The Stagecoach standard th 
i at ne — 
Mirae as the first Alexander Dash body ss 
e first of a new type for Stagecoach, this 8.5m 
ay went Been Hereford, and 
gecoach bought 9.8 i 
cite g) mM ones instead, 


independent Yeomans later ij 
e 
he ie CVJ and it nas ee 
ain the sole Al -bodi 

She exander-bodied 

Of course knowin 

d 9g of the 
existence of a unique bus is one 
thing but shooting it is a different 
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although lining had 
Still to be re-applied 
around the new 
front along with 
the Yeomans fleet 
name and fleet 
number 9, 


STEPHEN MORRIS reports from the Netherlands on DAF Bus’s PGS gearchange system, which has been 


developed to overcome the difficulties of operating a manual gearbox on a rear-engined coach 


he demands made of modern buses 
and coaches often create difficulties 

for component manufacturers. The 
good old days of putting the engine at the 
front, alongside the driver, made for very 
straightforward mechanical solutions; basic 
engineering could be used to ensure that 
components bigger than you really needed 
put together in a simple way made for 
vehicles which were hugely reliable. Those 
charged with keeping vehicles on the 
road rue the day that engines were placed 
elsewhere. 

These days we expect our machines to fit 
in with our requirements, rather than being 
prepared to make do with the available 
technology. Buses for instance could be run 
more cheaply if passengers could get on at 
the driver's end, which meant putting the 
engine somewhere else. Then when it was 
discovered that making the entrance lower 
would attract more passengers, open up 
travel possibilities to those insufficiently 
nimble to board an ordinary bus and speed 
up boarding, the problems of mechanical 
packaging became altogether more acute. 

It’s not a problem confined to urban buses. 
While Buses readers may be only too happy 
to go off for a week aboard a Leyland Tiger 
PS1 or AEC Regal IV, and put up with its 
inconveniences, most coach passengers 
prefer coaches with plenty of room for the 
luggage and on-board mod cons, and which 
will waft along in near silence. To achieve all 
that the engine has to be tucked away at the 
back, rather than take up space needed for 
other things, and to ensure most of its 
decibels are thrown out behind rather than 
into the saloon. 

That's all very well, but with the driver at 
the front, the engine at the back and a huge 
luggage locker in between it makes linking 
the mechanical parts to the driver’s controls 
very difficult. On service buses the problem 
was overcome to some extent by moving to 
automatic or semi automatic gearboxes, 
which could be operated without a physical 
linkage between driver and gearbox. 
Imagine the fun Leyland’s engineers would 
have had trying to offer a synchromesh 
gearbox on an Atlantean, with the gearbox 
not only at the back of the bus but at 90° to 
the direction of travel too! 


Right: 

DAF’s PGS system combines a short, car- 
style gear lever with a conventional manual 
gearbox. Voith is marketing the system for 
other applications. 
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But coach operators are not all convinced 
of the benefits of automatic transmission. 
While on service bus work it is essential, 
and pays for itself not least in saving clutch 
wear, on those coaches which spend most 
of their time in top gear the complication, 
expense and higher running costs of 
automatic gearboxes are not so easy to 
justify. Moreover coach drivers often 
prefer to feel in control of their vehicles in 
a way which might be denied by 
automatic gearboxes. 

Controlling those remote-mounted manual 
gearboxes calls for some ingenuity, 
especially if driveability is to be maintained. 
On the mid-engined Dennis Javelin a huge 
rod linkage has universal joints to climb up 
and over the luggage bay, giving one of the 
best gearchanges possible with a ZF 
gearbox. With a rear-engined integral this is 
less easy to achieve, and the answer has 
been either in cable systems, which soon go 
out of adjustment and can make the 
gearchange vague (which with a six- or 
eight-speed gearbox becomes a real 
headache for the driver) or complex and 
expensive electronic 
systems, with the risk 
— whether real or 
perceived — of being 
able to leave a vehicle, 
and its passengers, 
stranded until someone 
with a degree in 
electronic engineering 
can get to it. 

DAF is one 
manufacturer which 
has committed itself to 
rear-engined coaches 
of the type whereby the 
chassis is cut in half 
and integrated into the 
coach bodywork. This 
adds another problem; 
can you be sure that 
the coachbuilder will 
install the gearbox 
linkage effectively? It 
has thus developed its 
own solution called 
PGS. It’s simple yet 
ingenious, using cables 
in a novel way, and 
having proved the 
technology DAF has 
called on Voith to 
market it for other 
applications and 
retrofits. 


What is PGS? 

PGS stands for Precision Gear Shifting. 
When you change gear there are basically 
three movements required, side-to-side, 
backwards and forwards. The problem with 
cables is that that they are fine when they 
are pulling things, but are quite ineffective at 
pushing. PGS therefore uses a separate 
cable for each of the three movements, so 
that regardless of the plane in which the 
gear lever is being moved, the cable called 
upon to perform the action is pulling. That 
way the cable is always working at its most 
efficient, translating into minimal effort on 
behalf of the driver and a precise feel for 
what is happening at the gearbox end. 

The PGS system is supplied as a complete 
package. The steel cables run inside Teflon- 
coated plastic sheathing, which is virtually 
friction free while the sheathing prevents the 
cable from curving out of line, and the three 
are grouped together in a casing. They 
come with a standard gearlever which is 
actually a very short, stubby affair mounted 
on top of a housing; the lever itself is about 
the length of the average car gear lever and 


does not have to fit through the coach floor 
to pick up the gear linkage. Instead the 
cables are routed up the inside of the 
housing and connect to the base of the lever 
by PTFE-coated ball bearings which are 
maintenance-free. This has the advantage 
that the gear lever can be mounted in the 
most suitable place for the driver, to 
minimise the amount of stretching required 
to change gear and thus reducing fatigue. 
Stretching is also minimised by the fact that 
the small lever needs only very short travel 
to effect the change. 

It also gives great flexibility in terms of 
installation. In the case of DAF, supplying 
chassis to bodybuilders for integration into 
complete coaches, different length cables 
can be supplied according to installation. 
Thus exactly the same chassis can be built 
as a 9m or a 15m coach, with only a 
different length of cable being supplied. 
Indeed if the bodybuilder should change the 
length requirement at the last minute, it is a 
simple matter to unbolt the cable at the 
gearbox and substitute a longer 
PGS system. 

Other advantages are that the system is 
almost maintenance free, transmits no 
vibration from the gearbox to the lever and 
enables the vehicle still to be driven even if 
one cable should fail. 
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All of DAF’s manual gearbox coaches now 
come with PGS as standard. Of its 
production of some 1,000 chassis a year, 
around 50% are manual-gearbox coaches, 
and PGS has been standard since 1996. 


The Voith connection 

Having perfected the PGS system it was 
clear that there were applications for it 
beyond DAF’s own requirements, and so a 
specialist component manufacturer, already 
dealing with other vehicle builders and 
directly with operators could provide 
opportunities to market PGS on wider basis. 
Voith is already well-known and well- 
established as a component manufacturer 
and enjoys an excellent reputation for its 
engineering expertise. It also has a service 
network in 27 countries, which would 
provide an ideal basis for the retrofit market. 
While it is already known for transmission 
systems too, Voith has never built manual 
gearboxes and so is well-placed to develop 
the system to fit a range of gearboxes from 
different manufacturers. 

Inevitably most systems are fitted in 
conjunction with ZF gearboxes, and the 
same system works just as well with the six- 
speed and eight-speed units, with just a 
different mating plate to suit the different 
types. This has led ironically to Voith 


supplying gearshift for gearboxes built by ZF, 
its fiercest competitor on automatic 
gearboxes. Similarly a system developed 
and used by DAF has given Volvo an ideal 
solution to the problems of producing a 
satisfactory gearchange for the B7R in split 
chassis form. 

Voith has already produced a number of 
retrofits; it is particularly proud of having 
sorted out an elderly Van Hool coach for an 
Austrian operator on which the gearchange 
had become almost impossible. It has also 
supplied a system for a possible retrofit 
programme for articulated buses in 
Hungary, where, incredibly, rear-engined 
articulated citybuses are in service with 
manual gearboxes. Altogether Voith has 
undertaken some 300 retrofits, mostly in 
Hungary but with others in Britain, South 
Africa and Spain. 


On the road with PGS 

During a visit to DAF’s factory at Eindhoven 
to see PGS being fitted on-line, | took the 
opportunity to try a PGS-fitted coach. It was 
a nearly-new lefthand drive DAF SB3000 
with Smit bodywork and a ZF eight-speed 
gearbox. Cab access is improved by the 
ability to optimise the location of the gear 
lever. It does take a few minutes to 
acclimatise to the system; with its short 
throw the temptation is to use more force 
than is necessary to effect a change, but 
once you get over that temptation the 
change is quite light, given the fact that the 
gearbox itself is a heavy duty unit mounted 
about 10metres away. Precision of the 
change is certainly on a par with a good 
mechanical linkage though with a rather 
faster action. The eight-speed ZF gearbox 
works with a distinct double gate, requiring a 
deft hand movement to move from the 1-4 
gate to the 5-8 gate, and this is very simple 
to achieve with PGS. The positioning of the 
gear lever means it falls naturally to the hand 
without having to stretch to reach it, and 
there is no additional stretching to 

reach any other the extremes of the 
gearbox either. 

The aim with PGS has been to combine 
the benefits of flexibility provided by 
conventional cable systems, the precision of 
a good rod system and the convenience of 
an electronic system. It seems to have been 
successful in this, with the added 
advantages of simplicity of installation 
and reliability. 


Above left: 

The cables for the PGS system are routed up the 
inside of the gear lever housing and are joined to 
it by PTFE-coated ball bearings. This enables the 
gear lever to be located in the optimum position 
for the driver. 
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM 
AROUND THE CAPITAL 


PRIORITY 
BOOST 


The Government is to make a 
contribution of £12 million in the 
financial year 1999-2000 to the 
London Boroughs working on 
the London Bus Priority Network 
scheme, which covers 540 miles 
of road, and which represents 
65% of all the ‘trouble spots’ in 
the capital’s road network. 


Other public transport projects 
with bus priority measures will 
also gain funding. There will be 
£1.85 million for SWELTRAC 
(the conference of local 
authorities and public transport 
providers in south-west 
London), £0.7 million for 
SELTRANS (the conference of 
local authorities and public 
transport providers in south-east 
London), £0.5 million for the 
Wandle Valley, £0.3 million for 
the Green Areas Initiative, and 
£0.7 million for the Joint 
Borough Bid for West London. 


An LT spokesman said the 
priority network scheme directly 
helped buses and bus 
interchange, and the other 
projects would also help bring 
genuine improvements in 
public transport. 


It had also previously been 
announced that the system of 
using cameras, both roadside 
and on buses, to police bus 
lanes is to be extended to cover 
the whole of London, bringing 
the additional enforcement that 
is needed to make bus 
priorities effective. 


New five-year contracts have been 
awarded for three routes in East 
London. Stagecoach East London has 
retained Routemaster-operated route 8 
(Victoria-Bow) and Titan-operated route 
30 (Marble Arch-Hackney Wick). But it 
has lost route 25 (Oxford Circus-llford), 
at present operated with a mix of Titans 
and Alexander and Northern Counties- 
bodied Olympians, to First Capital. Both 
the 25 and 30 will have new low-floor 
double-deckers, though existing 
conventional double-deckers will 
continue in use until the new ones 

are delivered. 


These are all busy routes, with peak 
requirements of 25 buses for the 8, 17 
for the 30 and no less than 30 for the 
25. The contract also includes night 
route N8 (Trafalgar Square-Newbury 
Park or Woodford Wells), and route 8 is 
worked by one-person double-deckers 
after about 22.30 on weekdays and all 
day on Sundays. 


SERVICE AT CHRISTMAS 


| was pleased to see that LT’s 
posters and publicity leaflets for 
Christmas and the New Year 
included the (non LT-sponsored) 
Christmas Day services, and also 
the two Boxing Day special 
services (again not LT- 
sponsored) operated by London 
General to Kempton Park Races 
from Richmond and Hatton 
Cross stations. 

The full details of the Christmas 
Day services duly appeared in 
the second week of December, 
too late for us to be able to tell 
enthusiasts who might have time 
on their hands on Christmas Day. 
An innovation, not mentioned in 
last month’s issue, was new 
route 700, a circular service 
which ran half-hourly (in one 
direction only) between Trafalgar 
Square, Marble Arch and 
Trafalgar Square. Intermediately 
it served all the major central 


The order has now been placed 
for the high-profile buses that will 
be operated by London Central 
on the routes from Greenwich and 
Charlton to the Millennium Dome. 
They will be 17 East Lancs- 
bodied DAF SB220s supplied 
through Arriva Bus & Coach. 
Some will be powered by liquefied 
petroleum gas. 

The body specification will be to 
a high standard, with full air- 
conditioning and double glazing, 
and will be — of course — fully 
wheelchair accessible. We are 
promised a new concept in 
passenger seating, whatever that 
may mean. 


London tourist spots, such as 
Lambeth Bridge, Westminster 
and Hyde Park Corner. It was 
operated by Stagecoach East 
London, using one-person 
operated buses. 


As usual, Boxing Day services 
were provided on a fair number 
of routes, but a welcome 
improvement was the addition of 
six more routes. Most began 
running between 08.00 and 
09.00, with the notable exception 
of routes 105, 111, 140, 285, 
555, 556, A10 and U3 which all 
began at about 05.00. You might 
wonder what these eight services 
have in common. The answer is 
that they all go to Heathrow 
Airport and as usual we have to 
thank the British Airports 
Authority for its support and 
enthusiasm for the cause of all 
forms of public transport. 


Most UK and some Continental 
bodybuilders competed for the 
order. East Lancs and designer 
John Worker are said to have put 
considerable work into the design, 
which makes use of Alusuisse 
extrusions and structural 
composites. As you will see from 
the picture, the front end 
appearance is striking, while it is 
nice to see a rear that is modern, 
yet actually contains a large 
window. East Lancs will offer the 
design to other operators after the 
17 buses go into service on the 
routes to the Dome. 


Left: 

John Worker's 
design for 
East Lancs for 
DAF-based 
low-floor 
buses for the 
Millennium 
Dome service. 


THE LIMEBOURNE SAGA 
BUSES THAT ARE REPOSSESSED ... 


The focus of both enthusiasts and senior 
personnel at London Transport Buses in the 
run-up to Christmas was on one of those 
upheavals that did not even merit a press 
release: the plight of Limebourne. You will 
recall that holding company Q-Drive went into 
receivership in October. It owned 
ScanCoaches, AVE Berkhof and Limebourne, 
with some 75 coaches and 31 buses running 
under the Limebourne name. The buses 
worked London routes 42, 156, C3 and C10. 
The bus fleet included 19 Dennis Dart SLFs, 
six Optare MetroRiders and six Marshall 
Minibuses. These last came from London 
General (albeit on a loan basis) when 
Limebourne took over the C3 from London 
General. 


At first everything appeared to continue 
more or less as normal on the bus side, 
which of course earns cash every day: bank 
managers and receivers like to see actual 
cash coming in. The receivership had taken 
effect on 20 October and, within a month — 
at 17.00 on 20 November, to be precise — 
the local management had found some 
backing and bought the bus business. That is 
now owned by the nicely named Independent 
Way Ltd, but trades as Limebourne. 


Most of the buses of the old Limebourne 
company had been leased. The lessors were 
apparently prepared to allow the receiver to 
continue to run the business with them, but 
no sooner was it about to be sold than they 
— there were three or four different leasing 
companies involved — snatched them away. 
One report says that because a brand new 
company would now operate the buses, there 
were demands of extra annual leasing fees of 
£8,500 per bus per year. By the time the new 
company was just 24 hours old, it had lost 
most of its operational fleet, with only five 
leased Darts remaining. 

So keen were the various owners to take 
back their buses that they drove them off 
complete with destination blinds and ticket 
machine bases: the former were now the 
property of the new Limebourne, the latter 
belonged to London Transport. Just five Darts 
remained running with the company until 
25 November, and by then no doubt the 
Limebourne staff had got over their initial 
surprise and had managed to remove the 
destination blinds. 

After the first buses were taken away 
operation of the 156 (Clapham Junction- 
Wimbledon) was temporarily given up, with 
LT Buses doing its best to find alternative 
operators: Metroline, Metrobus, Nostalgiabus 
and Stagecoach Selkent. Not all provided 
buses and drivers at the same time or even 


NON-ARRIVA 


on the same days. For the first few days no 
fares were charged, either. Equally, there was 
never a full service either. 

Replacement vehicles for the other three 
routes came fairly quickly, in the shape of 
(eventually) the 13 Volvo B10M single- 
deckers with East Lancs bus bodies that had 
been used by Grey-Green (and later Arriva 
London North East) on the 210 until that 
route was taken over by F. E. 


perhaps when LT Buses signs up smaller 
operators to run services it should insist on a 
clause in contract hire agreements that gives 
the operator a chance of making alternative 
provisions before buses are snatched away. 
As | write the Dart SLFs are being offered for 
sale by Ensign at some £73,000 to £76,000 
per bus, while the MetroRiders were resold 
immediately by Fleetmaster to Tillingbourne. 


Thorpe last September. The buses 
had been in store since then, but 
within 24 hours all but one of them 
were in service with Limebourne. 


But another blow the day they 
went into service was that London 
General took away the Marshalls 
for mechanical check-ups, and it 
was not until the end of November 
that all six were back in service. 


However, Limebourne bought 11 
surplus Carlyle-bodied Darts from 
Metroline, and by the end of 
November all these were also in 
service. These Darts date from 
1990-91 and are to the original 
London short specification, being 
only 8.5m long. Two had been used 
on services sponsored by Tesco to the Brent 
Cross supermarket, and are in (different) blue 
Tesco advertising liveries. As you know, use 
of buses in all-over advertising liveries on 
London Transport routes is forbidden, so 
these two are likely to be repainted quite 
quickly. These Darts have the attractive 
‘sculptured’ front shape developed by Duple 
in its last days. 


An added legal complication to all these 
events was the O licence requirement, and 
initially the buses were run under the O 
licence discs of various operators. Ironically 
at least one London General-owned Marshall 
was running on an Armchair disc. 


On 2 December Limebourne resumed 
running the 156, and its fleet has settled 
down to the 13 (hired) Volvos, 11 (bought) 
Darts and six Marshalls. Before all this the 42 
and 156 were worked by low-floor Darts, and 
no doubt some of these will be acquired. The 
Marshalls are also due to go before the end 
of January, when London Central, Go Ahead 
Group sister to London General, needs them 
for its tender win of route 428 (Erith-Dartford) 
in conjunction with the Bexley area changes. 

But the real losers in all this have been the 
passengers and the staff. At one stage | am 
told the Limebourne driver establishment of 
some 80 drivers fell to just over 50, so even 
when a full fleet had been assembled there 
were still gaps in services. For the future, 


Top: 

An ex-Grey-Green East Lancs-rebodied Volvo B10M 
and a Marshall Minibus help to maintain 
Limebourne’s service at Clapham Junction. 

JOHN ALDRIDGE 


Above: 

To replace its repossessed fleet Limebourne has 
bought 11 Carlyle-bodied Darts from Metroline; here 
DT126 (H126 MOB) has been pressed straight into 
service on the C10 (Victoria-Elephant & Castle). 
JOHN ALDRIDGE 


Use of the name Arriva seems 
particularly unfortunate in parts of 
west and south-west London. 
Between them, what used to be 
London & Country, Londonlinks, 
Guildford & West Surrey and 
Horsham Buses have dropped 
their total fleet strength by more 
than 100 buses within the past 
year or so. 

Services have been 
reorganised, reorganised again 
and reduced, tenders lost, and 
commercial services given up. It 
is, | suppose, one way of 


February 1999 


conquering the driver shortage. 
Half-hour frequency services 
become hourly, but — surprise, 
surprise — passenger numbers 
on what remains seem to show 
little sign of improvement. 


Yet all this is in stark contrast to 
what often goes on just down the 
road, where passenger numbers 
on routes under the LT Buses 
umbrella continue to increase. 
Sometimes their double-deckers 
have been replaced by a more 
frequent service of single- 
deckers, and then traffic growth 


Perhaps all is not entirely lost. 
Bob Davies is the new chief 
executive of Arriva, and his arrival 
(from East Midlands Electricity) 
was heralded by headlines in one 
national daily paper reading 
‘Davies rides to Arriva’s rescue.’ 
Can all these recent cut-backs be 
because Arriva is hoping for 
financial returns of around 20% 
on all the bus routes it runs? If 
so, it should ponder whether such 
profits are a reasonable 
expectation in any business. 


has been such that bigger single- 
deckers or even double-deckers 
are needed to keep pace with 
demand. 


To see what happens when 
half-hour frequency suburban 
routes become hourly, those at 
Arriva might read the chapter on 
Green Line in Capital Transport’s 
recent book on London Transport 
in the 1960s. There stark figures 
show how apparent cost savings 
in going from half-hourly to hourly 
were overtaken within months by 
a huge passenger loss. 
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ALAN MILLAR’S MONTHLY COLUMN OF 


MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 


Whatever happened to...? 
...UVG Bus Division 


A year is a long time in 
Waterlooville. In our February 
1998 issue, we reported that the 
UVG Bus Division — better 
known, perhaps, as Wadham 
Stringer — had gone into 
receivership, with 17 immediate 
redundancies and big clouds 
hanging over the future of the 225 
still working at the Hampshire 
coachworks. 


Given its former dependence on 
military work and UVG’s transfer 
of ambulance and minibus 
production to other plants, it was 
hard to imagine who might rescue 
the business. The UrbanStar bus 
body had a small niche in the 
Dennis Dart market which was 
(and still is) dominated by Plaxton. 
The cost of developing its budget- 
priced S320 coach for the Dennis 
Javelin was reckoned to have 
been the final straw and tales 
were soon being told of S320 
windscreens failing in service. 

Yet the business has been 
saved, renamed SC 
Coachbuilders and making 
Caetano-badged products for the 
UK subsidiary of respected 


CaAgTAND 


Portuguese coachbuilder 
Salvador Caetano. 


As we explained in our 
ExpoCoach review in December, 
the S320 has become the 
Caetano Cutlass and boasts 
redesigned windscreen 
mountings. The UrbanStar is the 
Compass and there are plans to 
launch a third product sometime 
this year. 

Changes at Waterlooville mean 
bodies can be built more quickly, 
hopefully to consistently better 
quality standards, but with 
substantially fewer people. The 
workforce now stands at around 
80, but could double if ambitious 
plans are realised to expand 
production to 300 vehicles a year 
— an ambition that hangs in part 
on regaining military work and 
quite likely building on more 
chassis than just Dennis. The idea 
is that Waterlooville will 
concentrate on buses and utility 
coaches, while ‘proper’ coaches 
will continue to come from 
Portugal. To that end, imports of 
Javelin-based Porto coaches have 
already stopped. 


The SCUK Cutless, with Caetano badging, on a Dennis chassis 


on SCUK’s stand at Expocoach last year. 
PHILIP LAMB. 
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DISGUSTED BY TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


If you’re looking for the sort of 
place crying out desperately for a 
switch to public transport 
commuting, then forget the 

major cities and try Tunbridge 
Wells instead. 


| spent four days in the Kent spa 
town in December, helping put 
together a magazine for a national 
transport association whose 
offices are about a mile north of 
the town centre. | was 
accommodated in a training centre 
roughly five miles south of town 
and my client most generously 
provided me with a car to 
commute between the two sites. 


| very quickly wished it hadn't 
bothered. Indeed, | was so 
cheesed off by the whole mad, 
frustrating business that | hung up 
my car keys after one return 
journey, took to public transport 
and found myself mentally 
penning letters of protest like 
‘Disgusted’, the mythical ex- 
military brass hat who bombards 
the likes of The Daily Telegraph 
with his vitriolic views. 


Prosperous Tunbridge Wells, 
you see, sits at a cross-roads for 
routes straddling Kent and 
Sussex, helping make it a 
nightmare of senseless, 
unrestrained car use. The centre 
locks up as commuters — most 


My thanks to Alec Swain for a 
cutting from the property section 
of Bedfordshire on Sunday with 
details of the sort of home one 
of you, surely, must dream of 
owning. According to the estate 
agent, which had just agreed to 
reduce the asking price to 
£63,500, the unusual two- 
bedroom semi in Toddington 
was previously the old bus 
garage. Quite whose old garage, 
| know not. And the conversion 


riding one per car — mix with 
school run parents in one vast 
swarm at either end of the working 
day. | was assured that my 40- 
minute end-to-end journey wasn’t 
out of the ordinary. Yet trains 
gallop the main stretch in less 
than 10 minutes, with less stress 
and the prospect of a healthy walk 
at either end. 


What's depressing is that the 
locals treat it as normal. 
Lunchtime shoppers drive the mile 
into town and exclaim: ‘It’s a 
nightmare!’ when they tell you it 
took 25 minutes just to get out of 
the multi-storey car park. They 
don’t even think of catching one of 
the frequent Arriva buses that go 
from door to door. And |’m sorry to 
say that — thanks in part to a 
near absence of bus priorities — | 
found peak hour double-deckers 
(each with enough seats to 
shorten the traffic queues) 
crawling almost empty among the 
cars. There’s plenty of time to 
read the exotic car adverts on the 
backs of stationary buses. 


| wish the government and the 
bus industry well in persuading the 
affluent public of the futility of such 
insane car use. But what 
standards of improved services, 
park-&-ride, priority lanes, publicity 
and marketing must they use 
before attitudes begin 
the change? 


There’s usually plenty of time 
for motorists to read about 
new Alfa Romeos in 
Tunbridge Wells’ traffic; but 
then Arriva sells cars as well 
as running buses. . . 

ALAN MILLAR 


renders it a shade more 
characterful than necessarily 
practical, as the photograph 
suggests an open drive-in 
garage is the most dominant 
feature at the front, while the 
living accommodation is 
somehow squeezed into the 
back. But if you’re fond of bus 
industry fossils, why let that get 
in the way of owning one of 
your own? 


BUSES 


THE VR VR THAT’S 


VIRTUALLY VEAL 


| rather fancy that someone at 
First Thamesway has forgotten 
that, in wider circles these days, 
VR is more likely to be understood 
as ‘virtual reality’ and not a rapidly 
disappearing Bristol double- 
decker. Indeed, it seems this 
under-informed individual has 
ensured that this coincidentally 
themed butter advertisement has 
gone on the side of a VR bus. Or 
is this the work of a Thamesway 
driver who thinks a Bristol VR is a 
virtual cow to drive? 


i 


NATURAL COW vIsiDy 
Thamesway r) 
i, 


Virtual Reality on a Bristol VR of 
Thamesway. 


JOHN G. LIDSTONE 


On the subject of fossils, 
Andrew Colebourne suggests 
the term should be limited to 
pre-1970s relics. Out-of-date as 
they may be, he argues that bus 
stops with National Bus 
Company logos are merely 
antique. To back up his point, he 


FOSSILS FLY IN ESSEX ... 


tells me that this classic fossil of 
a green-and-white cast metal 
request stop sign — once 
common across Eastern 
National territory — survives on 
a road long abandoned by the 
company, while another hangs 
from a listed building on a 

= current First Eastern 
National route. But he’s 

“4 understandably reluctant to 
‘| say where any of them are 
for fear of cleptomaniac 

¥ collectors or soulless 
bureaucrats removing them 
from public view. You'll just 
have to get out and look for 
them, but while you do, he 
# wonders if any of their rarer 
red-and-white compulsory 

¥ stop cousins survives 
anywhere. 


Fossilised bus stop — 
somewhere in Eastern 
National-land. 
ANDREW COLEBOURNE 


As he takes the reins of the 
country’s third largest bus group, 
Arriva’s new chief executive, Bob 
Davies, may have been 
wondering why his image makers 
are beaming smiles of 
satisfaction. If he hasn’t yet 
guessed the reason, | suspect it’s 
down to some flattering subliminal 
advertising they’ve achieved care 
of Vauxhall. 

After all those occasions when 
Mrs Gloag’s Wee Knitting Buses 
have stolen centre stage with 
walk-on parts in TV dramas and 
news footage — even a 


Stagecoach Wellington trolleybus 
featured in a recent end-of-show 
funny picture slot on Have | Got 
News For You — Arriva has got in 
on the same free publicity act. 


A TV commercial for a sporty 
version of the Corsa hatchback 
has a tyre-level sequence which 
includes what looks like a 
hedgehog’s glimpse of an 
aquamarine and Cotswold stone 
Mercedes Vario towering above 
with all the appropriate vinyls. It 
can’t be long now before a 
FirstGroup ‘Barbie’ bus gets some 
national exposure. 


TIMETABLE RECORD-BREAKERS 


One thing at which the British 
seem to excel is breaking records. 
Not the sort of records that do us 
any good, like the highest number 
of runs ever scored against the 
Australians, but ones that no other 
nation would even contemplate, 
like spending the longest time 
sitting in a vat of cold custard. 
Peter White and his merry men 
(and ladies, of course) down in 
Newport, Isle of Wight, who 
between them compile that 
massive tome, the Great Britain 
Bus Time Table, think they’ve 
probably broken the record for 
editing the largest number of bus 


ZU YEARS 


timetables in a fortnight, at 1,253. 
The 12th edition of the timetable 
(who said it wouldn’t last?) is out 
in February, with details of 3,200 
services covering 10,000 towns. 


It's to be hoped that such speed 
of editing has not led to the sort of 
inaccuracies which have occurred 
in timetables for the few bus 
services which still serve Buses’ 
home at Hersham. Arriva’s new, 
reduced, timetable for one route 
has every journey bar one in one 
direction shown running 10min 
earlier than it really does, while 
more than a month after services 
were reduced Surrey’s Traveline 
was still giving out the old times. 


AGO 


Ihe January and February 1979 issues of Buses remind us of The 


.- .. AND Ns ’ATCH IN WALSALL 


Far from being a fossil, NBC’s double-N logo — the ‘N-sign’ — is 
alive and well as the property of the National Express Group’s coach 
division. In which case, what's the connection with a Walsall taxi firm 
whose business card fell into the editor’s hands recently? He may 
need the card to remember the ‘two easy phone numbers’, but says 
he'll never forget the logo. 
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Tie of Discontent, when public sector and road haulage 
strikes combined with freezing weather to persuade influential 
chunks of the nation to change their party political allegiances and 
vote for Mrs Thatcher later that year. 

In his February editorial column, editor John Parke commented that 
the transport industry in general was entering the new year in a state 
of disgrace. Striking tanker drivers had so successfully picketed oil 
depots that bus operators were compelled to suspend Sunday, off- 
peak and weekend journeys, while parts of the rail network were 
being hit by a series of one-day stoppages by drivers. 

Elsewhere in both issues, David Wilson’s Scottish Column reported 
on the outcome and lasting effects of an engineers’ strike which 
deprived Glasgow of any local bus service between 24 October and 
17 November — a period of nearly four weeks when many of Greater 
Glasgow PTE’s customers made permanent alternative travelling 
arrangements. ‘One can see little future for a city so often faced with 
large fare increases and service cuts,’ he despaired in the January 
issue, unaware of either the content of his next column or of the 
changes the next government’s fondness for deregulation would 
bring. 

By the February issue, with the 700 engineers back at work, but 
overwhelmed by a backlog of unroadworthy buses and their employer 
plagued by a shortage of 450 drivers, he had worse to report. ‘Weary 
passengers were no doubt pleased to learn . . . that bus services 
would be restored as soon as possible. However, any joy soon turned 
to tears when it was revealed that 10 services were to be withdrawn 
for an initial three-month period.’ 
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TONY GREAVES 


describes a relative 
newcomer to the 
Leeds bus scene 


OPTIONS 


FOR LEEDS BUS USERS 


Such was the urgency of the situation that standing at Leeds bus station, because of a 


nother choice for the bus users of 

suburban Leeds was created during 

August 1997 with the launch of 
Optional Bus. Unusually, at formation the 
company was owned jointly by three 
operators, Hunter’s Coaches, J&B Travel 
and R&B Coaches. By 1 October, the R&B 


share of the operation was sold to the other 


partners owing to illness, though the 
coaching side of the business was 
considered manageable and was retained. 

All three companies have always worked 
closely together, and share an operating 
base, presently at Low Hall Road, 
Horsforth, which makes passing 
on jobs where necessary very [& 
convenient. This philosophy is 
perhaps taken to the extreme in 
the management of the Hunter’s 
Coaches and J&B Travel, with 
the Proprietor or Managing 
Director of each having a senior 
position with the other. Both 
companies have a history of 
excursions and private hire, with 
limited tour work. 

Peter Hunter’s family were 
anglers at a competitive level, to 
the extent that ‘fishing trips’ 
developed into championship 
angling tours of Ireland and 
Denmark. This taste of 
Continental touring eventually 
led to Hunter’s and J&B gaining 
Leger Tours work in 1991, so 
that both front line coach fleets 
have since been fully employed. 

Metro, the West Yorkshire PTE 
approached ‘Budge’ Lynn, 
proprietor of J&B Travel, 
suggesting his company cover a 
route for which the registrations 
had been surrendered. He 
accepted the challenge, 
always having had a desire to 
operate local bus services, 
and was more than happy to 
give something back to 
the community. 
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the statutory 42 days’ notice was waived, 
and the 66B was operating ten days later, 
using four short Leyland Nationals. One 
was from Crosville Wales, and the others 
came from London & Country whose 
attractive livery was adopted as standard. 
The fleetname chosen has tongue-in- 
cheek origins, all coach operators being 
familiar with the extra earnings of drivers 
through ‘optional’ trips on tour holidays. 
About half of service 66B began on 
10 July 1997, with 15 minutes per journey 
planned to cover the other half being spent 


disagreement with Leeds City Link (now 
First Leeds) about the rest of the route. 

The next acquisitions were an ex-London 
& Country Atlantean, an ex-Greater 
Manchester Atlantean and a pair of Bristol 
VRs for use on school contracts. 

New Year’s Day 1998 saw Optional Bus 
providing a service, linked to a Green 
Party-sponsored minibus, from the Bramley 
area through to Leeds. An extended 
‘replay’ of the exercise was planned for 
New Year’s Day 1999, providing a service 
to the Brackenwood area. 
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OPTIONAL BUS FLEET LIST 


REG NO CHASSIS/VEHICLE TYPE BODY ORIGINAL OWNER YEAR 
YPF 766T _ Leyland National 103510A/1R_—_B41F LCBS SNB366 1978 
YPL 392T _ Leyland National 103510B/1R_—_B41F LCBS SNB392 1978 
YPL 433T _ Leyland National 103510B/1R_ —_B41F LCBS SNB433 1978 
JTU 593T Leyland National 103510B/1R__B44F Crosville SNL593 1979 
UPK 146S_ _ Leyland Atlantean AN68A/1R__— Park Royal H43/30F — LCBS AN146 1978 
UPK 147S___ Leyland Atlantean AN68A/1R___— Park Royal H43/30F | LCBS AN147 1978 
VPA 1518S Leyland Atlantean AN68A/1R__— Park Royal H43/30F — LCBS AN151 1978 


VPA 153S Leyland Atlantean AN68A/1R Park Royal H43/30F LCBS AN153 1978 


XPG 187T _ Leyland Atlantean AN68A/1R__—Park Royal H43/30F | LCBS AN187 1978 
XPG 201T_ _ Leyland Atlantean AN68A/1R___— Park Royal H43/30F | LCBS AN201 1978 
EPH 203V__Leyland Atlantean AN68A/1R__—Park Royal H43/30F | LCBS AN203 1978 
KPJ 278W __Leyland Atlantean AN68A/1R__—Park Royal H43/30F | LCBS AN278 1978 
ONF 659R__Leyland Atlantean AN68A/1R__—Park Royal H43/30F | GMPTE 7659 1976 
PCA 423V__ Bristol VRT/SL3/501 ECW H43/31F Crosville DVL423 1978 
PCA 424V __ Bristol VRT/SL3/501 ECW H43/31F Crosville DVL424 1978 
F437 CJK MCW Metrorider B33F East Midland* 1988 
F186 YDA MCW Metrorider B33F MCW demonstrator 1988 
E643 KYW MCW Metrorider B33F London Buses MRL67_ 1987 


(later Stagecoach East London) 


*F437 CJK was new to East Midland as 816 (F816 CW4), for Frontrunner services in Manchester. It passed to the 

Cedarbus fleet in Worthing in 1989, soon after Cedarbus was taken over by Southdown, and became 906. It was later absorbed 
into the Southdown main fleet as 2906 and re-registered 416 DCD. That number passed to an ex-Ribble Alexander-bodied 
Volvo B10M in 1995 and 2906 was again re-registered F437 CJK. 


Opposite: 

Former London & Country 
Leyland Atlantean AN146, 
now Optional Bus 3146, is 
seen at the end of Bramley 
Town Street, not far from the 
Farsley terminus of route 44A. 
PICTURES BY THE AUTHOR 


Below: 

Ex-Crosville (latterly Crosville 
Wales) Series B Leyland 
National SNL593 proceeds up 
the recently rebuilt Headrow in 
central Leeds. 


Inset: 

Optional Bus’s three recently- 
acquired MCW Metroriders 
pose for the camera before 
entry into service. 


Green Party support for the 
Operation was bolstered when 
local Labour MP John Battle 
asked the company to provide a 
service for the Stanningley Road 
area, the site of Europe’s first 
High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) 
lane. Most FirstGroup services at 
this time skirted the area; only the 
72 (jointly operated by First Leeds 
and First Bradford) and the 508 
(First Leeds and First Calderline) 
travel the length of Stanningley 
Road from Bramley Town End to 
the Armley Gyratory. 

Thus was born the 44A, which 
started on 10 August 1998, linking 
Farsley Cenotaph with Whinmoor 
via Bramley Centre, Leeds City 
centre and St James’s Hospital, 
now famous as ‘Jimmy’s’. Budge 
is proud of the fact that the routes 
are well researched to avoid 
confrontation with First Leeds, 
and is pleased to put in services 
where previously there had been 
none. Seven more Atlanteans 
were purchased from London & 


Country for use on the 44A. 

Fortunately for Optional, they had been 
substantially rebuilt and refurbished 
internally, but with the arrival of Arriva, a 
change of policy and new turquoise buses 
made them surplus to requirements without 
re-entering service. 

Fleet numbers appeared during the 
summer, simply the registration numbers 
prefixed by a ‘class’ digit, eg 2xxx for 
Bristol VRs, and 3xxx for Atlanteans. At the 
same time, a district name, ‘Leeds’, was 
applied in ‘tongue-in-cheek style’ as a 
parody of First Leeds’ style. 
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A further direct route is the X17, which 
started on 6 October, linking Rodley with 
Leeds. Previously served only by Keighley 
& District service 760, Keighley-Wetherby, 
(inherited from West Yorkshire) and First 
Bradford’s 670 Greengates-Leeds, both of 
which suffer from severe delays through 


heavy traffic. Further expansion was due in o, otherwise, and acting upon it, goes a 


early-1999 when the X17 was extended 
through to Coldcotes Circus (an old Leeds 
term for a large roundabout) on 4 January. 
Latest additions to the fleet are three 
Metroriders, all of which have been re- 
upholstered and refurbished by the dealer, 


bringing them all to a similar 33-seat 
specification. They entered service on 
16 November and have proved to be suited 
best to the X17. 

The company is well aware of the age of 
the fleet but believes service, which 
includes listening to comment, favourable 


long way towards redressing the balance. 
Optional Bus has had remarkable growth 
over the first year and a half, the giving 
company a core network of routes and a 
promising future. 
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Optare Excels with their wide, low entrances have 
replaced double-deckers on the Hull-Willerby routes. The 
‘one step into the future’ and ‘one small step’ branding 
are repeated on the timetable leaflet for the routes. 

ALL PICTURES BY JOHN ALDRIDGE 

UNLESS CREDITED OTHERWISE 


Below: 

A line-up of buses in the yard by Hull bus station 
showing the recent liveries in use. The former Cleveland 
Transit Atlantean on the left is in the old red livery, while 
in the centre is the now fleetwide crimson and 
champagne on a Bristol VR. The Olympian on the right is 
in the indigo blue used for route 56, though this bus has 
since been repainted maroon. 
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P= years ago the BET Group used to complain of the difficulties faced by those of its 


companies such as East Yorkshire Motor Services which served mainly rural areas. 

Today East Yorkshire is part of the EYMS Group, but its route map is surprisingly 
similar to one of the 1950s, although there are — inevitably — no evening or Sunday 
buses to many smaller places. 

Today’s fleet looks smart, and has a better age profile than it did on privatisation. Garage 
closures have been minimal, except where other operators have been taken over, though 
one garage has been demoted to outstation status. Chairman and chief executive Peter 
Shipp says the rural depots have low overheads, a good staff who work well, and don’t 
need much supervision. If somebody is sick, he usually phones one of the others, and the 
rest of them rearrange their duties to cover. 
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Competition and co-operation 
Today’s EYMS territory is not the same as it 
used to be. It has grown, mainly because, in 
the run-up to privatisation, National Bus 
transferred to it the garages and routes at 
Scarborough and Pickering formerly 
operated by United Automobile Services. To 
this has been added routes in the area 
subsequently acquired from Wallace Arnold, 
which had a small subsidiary, Hardwick’s 
Services, based in Scarborough. 

But contrary to popular opinion, 
Scarborough is not a pot of gold. It is very 
busy in July and August, but it is a short 
season, and there is plenty of competition. 
There are two other operators on the 
seafront service, and one of them — 
Applebys — also has other routes in 
the town. 

Strong competition on a large scale came 
in 1992 and 1993 in Kingston upon Hull, 
from the former municipal fleet. Meeting it 
resulted in EYMS buying nearly 100 
secondhand buses to add to its existing 
fleet, and some of these still remain. The 
cut-throat competition has since ceased, but 
has left a longer-term benefit in that a higher 


Below: 

One of the Classic Line-branded Alexander 
Royale-bodied Volvo Olympians finishes its long 
journey from Hull in Scarborough. Despite their 
length these vehicles seat only 74. 


Right: 

A different livery has traditionally been used for 
minibuses such as this Mercedes-Benz seen in 
Beverley. More recent Varios are in crimson 
fleet livery. 


level of service is still provided on many of 
the routes operated by EYMS and 
Stagecoach Kingston upon Hull: the latter 
ultimately bought the former municipal 
operation. Each probably has nearer one 
half of the local services, against one-third 
before competition began. Most of the 


Quality initiatives 

Innovation of a different kind is the use of 
Classic Line branding on high-quality 
double-deckers used on routes 121 and 76. 
The 121 runs hourly between Hull and 
Scarborough via Beverley, Driffield and 
Bridlington with a through journey time of 


remaining share is held by local independent two-and-three-quarter hours. The 76 is 


North Bank Travel. Both big operators serve 
mainly the same areas as before, though 
there is some overlap. There is also one 
recent joint operation, with EYMS providing 
two Optare Prismas in Stagecoach colours 
for the hourly Stagecoach Express X62 
Hull-Leeds service. Also in another 
operator’s livery are the 12 Volvo and 
Scania coaches provided for part of the 
National Express network. 

EYMS has also been active in the limited- 
stop field. One of its longest services is the 


usually half-hourly and runs between Hull 
and Withernsey via Keyingham. Both routes 
use long Alexander-bodied Olympians with 
generous seat spacing, high quality seats 
and are worked by specially-trained drivers. 
There is a money-back offer for passengers 
delayed by any fault of EYMS and the 
vehicles are cleaned internally in the 
daytime while on layover in Hull. 

EYMS is also now internally cleaning other 
buses on layover in Hull, and one other 
Classic Line innovation is also being 


746, a 44-mile York-Hull route with a through extended to the rest of the fleet. Radio fitting 
is at present only on Classic Line buses, but 
is to be extended to the whole fleet at a cost 
of £100,000. In the meantime drivers of non- 
radio-fitted buses can use a special freefone 
number if they have a problem. 


journey time of more than two hours. Its 
frequency has now been reduced, but it has 
been augmented by a new hourly X46 
limited-stop service between the same 
destinations, using route-branded Volvo 
B10M single-deckers with Alexander bodies. 
These were new to Stagecoach Manchester 
in 1994 and passed to EYMS’s Manchester- 
based subsidiary Finglands when the 
original Stagecoach Manchester moved out. 
The X46 began in March last year, but the 
timetable had to be modified in July, and yet 
again in October in the light of painful 
experience of ever-increasing traffic 
congestion in and around York. The October 


changes have put another vehicle and driver 


on the route, and provide an extended lay- 
over time in York of almost an hour. 
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A recent, larger quality initiative is the 
signing by EYMS, Stagecoach Kingston 
upon Hull, Hull City Council and Humberside 
Police of a Quality Partnership. It aims to 
create quality corridors for buses, with the 
first on Hessle Road likely soon. Traffic 
management and improvements, better 
enforcement of bus lanes and parking 
restrictions, raised kerbs at stops, and the 
use of kneeling buses are among the 
improvements promised. 

Something that sets EYMS apart from 
many operators is the wider view it takes of 
its involvement in the local community. Not 
only is it a member of local chambers of 
trade and tourist bodies in Scarborough, Hull 
and elsewhere, but it — and Peter Shipp in 
particular — play an active role in them. 
There is also a small — £30,000 a year — 
sponsorship budget which is used for 
educational and other good causes. 


Flair for publicity 

Most bus operators of size have a publicity 
department. So does EYMS, but whereas 
most have recently been obsessed in 
developing their own corporate identities, the 
range of leaflets and folders produced by 
EYMS in house (and that includes both 
artwork and printing) are deliberately varied 
in style and appearance. The aim is to be 
‘bright and breezy’, says Peter Shipp. 


EAST YORKSHIRE 


There is also an obvious flair for effective 
publicity. For example the low-floor Optare 
Excels which have replaced double-deckers 
on the Hull-Willerby service carry ‘one step 
into the future’ branding on the sides, while 
the timetable leaflet is titled ‘one small step 
for you’ and the latter message is also 
carried on the windscreen of the buses. 

An unrehearsed example of how the 
company deals with the public was provided 
when | walked into the Hull inquiry office in 
the bus station. A young lady complained 
about not being able to get on one of the 
Hull-bound buses from Willerby in the 
morning rush-hour. The lady behind the 
counter immediately rang the traffic office 
and checked with it before saying that they 
could not put a double-decker on as the 
service was offered as low floor, and 
suggested that she got the previous bus 15 
minutes earlier. If the complainant was not 
satisfied, she was welcome to write in, she 
was told. While the complainant may not 
have been particularly happy with the 
answer, she was given an answer promptly, 
probably far more quickly than she 
expected. 

A further innovation, jointly with the local 
Stagecoach company, is the provision of a 
phone inquiry service (01482 222222) 
covering every local bus service in Hull and 
East Yorkshire. It operates seven days a 
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135 Driffield 


week, from 08.00 to 18.00, and is funded 
jointly by the two operators and by the City 
Council and East Riding Council. It is 
managed by EYMS, and run from its head 
office in Anlaby Road, Hull. 

The best routes, in financial terms, are 
some of those in Hull. Flagship route is the 
56, well known for its use of Routemasters 
(with conductors) painted in the old indigo 
and cream fleet livery. They were replaced a 
few years ago by three-year-old one-person- 
operated Olympians painted in the same 
colours. These in turn have now given way 
to nine of a batch of 15 new Volvo 
Olympians with Northern Counties bodies, 
also in indigo and cream. The company likes 
to keep up the quality of the vehicles used 
on its best and busiest routes. The displaced 
buses have been repainted in the standard 
crimson and champagne colours, and 
spread around the fleet so that smaller and 
rural depots also get modern buses. 


Another example of the flair for publicity 
was seen last summer on the highly 
competitive Scarborough sea front service. 
The buses, like others in the area, are part 
of the Scarborough & District fleet. Most of 
its seafront buses carry valuable allover 
advertising, which makes it difficult for the 
public to identify to which of the three 
operators on the route they belong. To make 
them distinguishable, the Scarborough & 
District buses all carry huge orange and 
yellow bow ties on their fronts — so huge 
that the buses have to carry destination 
boards in the front windscreens. Drivers 
(and conductors when carried) wore 
matching — but smaller — bow ties. At the 
same time special fare deals were offered, 
including a £2 single and £4 return for two 
adults and up to two children. 


Older buses 

The seafront fleet includes three 
Routemasters now converted to open-top, 
which are particularly popular with 
passengers. They were (in closed top form) 
also popular with passengers when running 
in Hull, but were considered rather down- 
market by the city council. For 1999 a fourth 
Routemaster is likely to be converted to 
open-top, with closed-top ones used in the 
evenings and on wet days. Another regular 
performer on the route is a former Lancaster 
Corporation Titan dating from 1962. 


Routemasters are not the oldest vehicles 
in the fleet. There is also a small heritage 
fleet of a 1931 Leyland Lion (with a postwar 
Burlingham coach body), a 1949 Bedford 


Upper left: 

Driffield garage is typical of the smaller East 
Yorkshire depots. On the forecourt is one of 
the company’s earlier Olympians. 


Left: 


A Plaxton Paramount-bodied Leyland Tiger in 
East Yorkshire Coaches livery takes a load of 
National Express passengers on the final part 
of their journey from York to Hull on a wet 
Summer Saturday. 
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left: 

In addition to the indigo and primrose livery, one of the 
distinctive features of the East Yorkshire fleet was the 
unusual curved roof profile which enabled double- 
deckers to pass under Beverley Bar, an archway into 
Beverley town centre. Double-deckers no longer pass 
through the arch, so the feature has disappeared. 
Typifying it is 398 (GKH 530), a 1943 Utility Guy Arab 
with a postwar Roe body, which was still in service in 
Hull in 1959. Pictures by GERALD MEAD 
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Above right: 

In 1951 East Yorkshire Motor Services took delivery of 18 rather 
attractive semi-coach Roe full-front-bodied Leyland Titan PD2/12s. 
In later life these were repainted in bus livery, but 570 (MKH 79) 
still carries the primrose and light blue coach livery in Hull in 
August 1965. 


Above: 
Another PD2/12, No606 (NRH 217) has conventional Roe bus 
bodywork, albeit with Beverley Bar roof, which changes the 
standard Roe appearance, and rather more opening windows 
than standard. By the time of this view in Hull in 1965 it had also 
gained an illuminated advertising panel. 


Above: 
Though coaches now form a small part of the East Yorkshire fleet, at one time 
it had quite a significant coach operation. A luxurious 44-seat Harrington- 
bodied Leyland Leopard, 739 (3739 RH) Bridlington Star is seen in Plymouth 
on an extended tour in June 1966, when it was three years old. 
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OB and a 1956 AEC Regent V-Willowbrook 
double-decker with the specially shaped roof 
to negotiate Beverley’s historic Bar. The last 
was new to East Yorkshire, and was 
reacquired from a preservationist. There is a 
steady demand for those buses for 
weddings and private hire work. Also in the 
fleet, as a service vehicle, is a 1970 Bristol 
RE with ECW body converted to a mobile 
travel shop and inquiry office. It is used by 
EYMS from time to time, but is also hired 
out to local councils when they require a 
publicity vehicle. 

Some of the oldest buses in day-to-day 
use are some Leyland Atlanteans dating 
from 1970. They were bought from 
Cleveland Transit in 1990 and are now 
mainly on schools work. Cleveland had 
refurbished and modernised the chassis in 
the mid-1980s before fitting new Northern 
Counties bodies. 

Two years ago there were some 100 
Bristol VRs in the fleet but a notable 
achievement has seen their number drop to 
40, with none remaining in all-day service. 
But the 40, all now fitted with Gardner 
engines, will have to continue in use for a 
while, so are being repainted. Most painting 
(like other engineering work) is undertaken 
at the Anlaby Road premises which 
comprise garage, workshops and offices. 
The separate engineering premises 
elsewhere in the city were closed and sold a 
few years ago. Painting is by brush, with 
rollers used for the top coat. 

New and judicious purchases have not 
only improved the age profile; they have 
also significantly reduced engineering costs. 
Even with new buses there are sometimes 
opportunities; EYMS is buying the three 
remaining stock Optare Prismas, which will 
be used on a north Hull route. It also 
recently bought 10 ten-year-old Northern 
Counties-bodied Olympians previously 
operated by Eastbourne Borough Transport. 
They have all gained new moquette. Good 
secondhand Olympians are hard to find, but 
EYMS is always on the lookout for more, at 
sensible prices. 


Coaches and newer buses 

These days the company has a small coach 
fleet, run as East Yorkshire Coaches. There 
are small fleets in Hull and Scarborough, 
and even an allocation to Easington. Within 
the main fleet there are a number of dual- 
purpose vehicles, including ten secondhand 
Plaxton-bodied Leyland Tigers from 1982- 
84, plus six older Leyland Leopards. A sort- 
out of these vehicles came with the decision 
to fit seatbelts, which was judged not an 
economic proposition on some of the oldest 
Leopards then in the fleet. 

Newer vehicles were bought secondhand, 
and all Tigers and the six remaining 
Leopards are seatbelt fitted. 

Some 40 new buses have been bought 
within the past year. There are nine Plaxton- 
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bodied Mercedes-Benz Varios which have 
ousted all except one of the old Mercedes- 
Benz L608Ds inherited from United Auto. 
But four of those can still be seen around: 
one is now with the sports club, another is a 
van and two have been converted into an 
attractive half pickup layout for use by the 
engineering department. 

Next in size come five new short Optare 
Excels, plus ten new full-length Excels. They 
join nine others delivered in 1996/97. This 
marque is the EYMS standard single-decker, 
favoured partly because it is cheaper and 
more fuel-efficient than the low-floor Volvo. 
The Excels are to be found in Scarborough 
and Hull, and in the latter have replaced 
double-deckers on three routes. In addition 
two new Excels are used on a six-month 
short-term contract on Hull’s city park-&-ride 
service, which previously operated only on 
Saturdays, but is now daily. 

But there is still need for double-deckers, 
hence the purchase of 15 stock Northern 
Counties-bodied Volvo Olympians, of which 
nine are in the special livery mentioned 
earlier. The company does not have any 
fancy ideas on vehicle specification, but it 
does always fit a low centre stanchion 
instead of a full-height pole in the middle of 
the entrance doorway. This makes it much 
easier for people with shopping or luggage 
to negotiate the doorway, says Peter Shipp. 

The new Olympians have Bright-Tech 
Powerblind equipment, with electronically- 
controlled roller blind displays rather than 
the dot-matrix units specified for some years 
previously. The dot-matrix displays are not 
always easy for intending passengers to 
read, and are not always reliable so the 30 
most recent Olympians in the fleet, plus the 
one Optare Spectra double-decker, are all 
being retrofitted with Powerblinds. 

One recent innovation on Summer 
Sundays and Bank Holidays that has been 
surprisingly successful in and around Hull is 
mystery tours, to Bridlington, Cleethorpes 
and other places. There is no pre-booking, 
passengers just turn up and pay their £3.50 
or so fare on the bus, inspectors with radios 
man some of the buses, and drivers of one 
or two also carry radios. The buses pick-up 
in Hull, Hessle, Cottingham and Ellerton and 
use of radios avoids running several lightly- 
loaded buses from nearby places. On a 
good day 10 or more buses are needed. 

Another recent change has seen local 
routes in Bridlington revamped into a new 
network. Because people said numbers 
were easier to remember, the revised routes 
are all numbered rather than lettered as was 
previously the case. An attractive leaflet 
explains the changes, gives times of buses, 
and includes a colour-coded tube map-style 
diagram. Local fares are a remarkable flat 
45p a ride, or 25p for pensioners, for those 
who use the Magic Cards which sell at 
£4.50 or £2.50 respectively for ten rides. 
Running times have been adjusted on some 
services so that, in the words of the leaflet 


‘you'll know the bus has a real chance of 
being on time, despite the traffic.’ 

Not everything is rosy, unfortunately. Costs 
continue to rise, and often events outside 
the company’s control have an adverse 
effect. For example, the old Humberside 
concessionary fare scheme for pensioners 
was good. But local government 
reorganisation split the area covered into 
two, East Riding and Hull City. These local 
authorities then went for a 60/40 split of the 
cost, instead of the previous 50/50: you can 
guess in whose favour that went! The split 
into two local authority areas also restricted 
the journey opportunities, so not only 
did the company receive a lower 
remuneration for passenger journeys, the 
number of passengers (all off-peak, of 
course) also dropped. 

Then there is the legislation change on 
drivers’ hours on long routes, which will cost 
three extra drivers on the Hull-Scarborough 
service. Vandalism is a growing problem, 
though there are video cameras on some 
buses and there has been some success in 
tackling misbehaviour by schoolchildren. 

But the company has a positive outlook. It 
has recently adopted low sulphur fuel 
throughout the fleet. It is starting NVQ 
courses for staff, focussing more on 
customer care, and is looking forward to the 
quality corridor improvements on the Hull- 
Hessle routes. Staff turnover is ‘not bad’, 
and the fleet not only looks smart; it is smart. 
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Willerby Buses 
2 99.94,44.45,46847 Above: 
The bow tie added 
to the front of the 
Scarborough 
open- toppers for 
1998 is seen here 
applied to a 
Routemaster and 
a former Devon 
General 
convertible VR. 
PETER SHIPP 


new times 


Hull 


£3/4 million of new buses 


only 90p to try one! 


for YOU. 
East ProR<sHiRe 


Imagine a friendly, 
reliable bus service was starting 
on Monday and it Only cost 45p* a 
ride. Only 25p" for OAP’s! 


Mon, i 
dey 26 October - it's time to leave the car at home. 


Above: 
Routes way out to Malin Head, well to the north-west of 
Londonderry, would seem an unlikely place to encounter 

competition. Nevertheless North West Busways has seen fit 

to run ahead of Lough Swilly on this service; Optare 

StarRider 89 DL 5973 heads through sparse countryside on 

the 10.30 from Londonderry through Inishowe. 

Half an hour later it is followed by Lough Swilly on its 
three-days-a-week 11.00 departure on the same service 
with a Plaxton-bodied Leyland Leopard, No353 

(78 DL 621). This was new to Rickards as CMJ 447T, and 
came to Lough Swilly via Southend Transport and Busways. 


In North-We 
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Below: 
A remarkable survivor on schools work at Stranorlar, Co Donegal, last August 
was this Bus Eireann C-class Leyland Leopard of 1965, CS168. 
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GEOFF LUMB visited 
one of the more remote 
parts of the British Isles 
last summer; he didn’t 


find it devoid of bus 


interest, however 


Above: 

Bus Eireann vehicles in the 
remoter parts of rural 
Ireland find themselves 
outstationed in some 
unlikely spots; GAC KR-class 
Rural Bus KS42, KS 
indicating that this has been 
relegated to schools work, is 
seen at its remote home in 
Co Mayo. 


Left; 

While KR-class buses are 
finding their way on to 
schools work, some still 
continue on conventional 
rural routes; KR153 is on 
the once a day service 
between Ballycastle and 
Ballina, which enjoys an 
extra journey on Fridays. 
This is typical KR-class 
country. 


2 


YA 


MANFOR 
THE JOB? 


Stagecoach’s choice of MANs for full-size single-deckers for 1999 came as quite a surprise for a Volvo- 
dominated group. STEPHEN MORRIS and PHILIP LAMB have been looking at one of the first into service 


history for anything, it might be the year 

that saw the first swing to the Germans. 
Neither Mercedes nor MAN have sold huge 
amounts.of buses in Britain in previous 
years, though in both cases alliances with 
Optare have given them a lead into the 
market. In 1998 however both German 
manufacturers made their first serious 
showing on their own account, each with a 
big order from a major group. 

Two months ago we looked at the first of 
these to come to fruition, the delivery of 113 
Mercedes-Benz O.405s into Travel West 
Midlands, which is now complete and there 
are now 93 more to come, 13 artics due any 
time now and 80 more 12m rigids for 1999. 
Travel West Midlands has latterly favoured 
Volvo with large orders, and the second 
major breakthrough for a German 
manufacturer, MAN, is also with a Volvo- 
dominated group, Stagecoach. Having taken 
the first Volvo B10BLEs for a British operator 
for evaluation as a low-floor successor to its 
hugely versatile 
B10M single-deck 
buses, it ia ‘ 
seemed almost 4 Sef 


I 1998 goes down in British omnibus 
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a certainty that Volvo would again pick up 
the business. The announcement at Coach 
& Bus ’97 that the order for 150 full-size 
single-deckers had gone to MAN caused 
quite a stir. 


Stagecoach’s MANs 

One problem MAN has had in getting into 
the market recently is its lack of a low-floor 
product suitable for Britain. Its most 
successful bus product to date here has 
been the 13.220 and 11.220 and lower- 
powered predecessors, beefy and full-width 
alternatives to the Dart, offering air 
suspension, ZF transmission with built-in 
retarder and a good reputation for fuel 
consumption. However it has not been 
available in low-floor form, even if 
Stagecoach has managed to have low-floor 
conversions of it produced for its New 
Zealand operations. 

The chassis chosen for Stagecoach’s UK 
operations is, of course, low-floor, or at least 
low-entry. It’s the 18.220 HOCL—NL; MAN’s 
numeric designations are simple to crack, as 
the first figure refers to the gross vehicle 
weight in tonnes and the second to the 

power output of the engine in brake 


WE oi neice “F 
nto the future sey oh 


horsepower. Thus although this is a full-size 
18tonne chassis the engine is the same as 
in the smaller 11.220 and 13.220 midibuses. 
It's MAN’s own D 0826LO0H15, a 
straightforward vertical six-cylinder direct- 
injection, turbocharged and intercooled 
6.87 litre diesel, mounted in-line at the rear. 
It uses conventional mechanical fuel 
injection, although the throttle itself is 
electronic, and produces 220bhp at 
2,400rpm and 820Nm torque at a fairly high 
1,600rpm. It has a nearside radiator and 
drives through a Voith D.851.3 automatic 
gearbox with built-in retarder. ZF is standard 
on the MAN, but Stagecoach has favoured 
Voith of late, regardless of manufacturers’ 
standard equipment. 

Axles are both by MAN, the rear being a 
hefty 13tonne hub-reduction unit, while the 
front axle is a deep-drop 7.1tonne beam 
axle. MAN was something of a pioneer in 
fitting beam axles to low-floor buses, where 
other manufacturers considered only 
independent suspension would suit a low- 
floor configuration. It has air suspension all 
round, with two bellows and two shock 
absorbers at the front and four of each at the 
rear. Air-actuated drum brakes are fitted all 
round. Overall chassis length is 11.8m, with 
a 5.875m me 
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days to house Ford Transits are responsible, 
but virtually every one of the three-week old 
buses was dented, mostly in the area of that 
long rear overhang. We suspect a 
combination of the two is probably the case. 
We understand consideration is being given 
to relocating the depot. 


Impressions of the MANs 

The first thing that strikes you on joining an 
MAN is the sheer amount of space inside. 
The 2.55m width gives a wide gangway, and 
good old-fashioned British seats give 
adequate space for two good old-fashioned 
British bottoms. Headroom is colossal 
throughout; at its lowest, right at the back, 
it’s about 6ft 3in. Strap hangers help 
standing passengers at the front end, but 
you still need to be quite tall. 

The MANs have only a two-seat advantage 
over the Darts they replace — and not all of 
those seats are terribly desirable, as they 
face the wrong way, are tip-ups or perch on 
the front wheelarch. Nonetheless the fact 
that they are so spacious means that a 


—— ae toa 
wheelbase and a lengthy 3.425m rear Company's 52, running 24hrs a day — even 
overhang. Full-size wheels are used. at night there’s a bus every half hour and 
Bodywork is by Alexander, the ALX300. As uring the day they are every few minutes. 
Alexander builds this to the full 2.55m width, Loadings justify such a frequency; we tried 


visually it is difficult to tell apart from the the service in the middle of the day and it . at 
ase een Giga and B6LE; all was packed. Yet both the driver and Oxford heavy load on an MAN is not crammed in in 
dimension increases appear to be in city centre service controller, Garry, lan that the same load would be on 
proportion. However it uses bonded glazing reckoned it was a quiet day. It contends with a Dart. 
and seats 42. Of these 15 are reached narrow estate roads with road humps, Pree 
before encountering a step, with 25 in the reasonably brisk running on the main road The floor in the front part of the bus is ramped 
higher rear section anda single, forward and then Oxford city centre’s imbroglio; not so that only one shallow step is needed to get 
facing, perched on each front wheelarch. Of too many cars, due to the success of the over the rear axle: footstools are needed 
the other seats in the low-floor area, two are Park-&-Ride systems there, but buses, however for the sects in the forward part of the 
side-facing tip-ups on the offside, one milling pedestrians and the age-old Oxford aa Saige and gangway width is 
is a rear-facing tip up integrated with the problem of bikes appearing from nowhere at cal 
‘ironing board’ for wheelchair positioning, about 90mph add to the fun. Opposite and below: 
and two are forward facing tip ups No-one was prepared to say whether the —_—‘Stagecoach Oxford 915 (S915 CFC) is one of 
opposite the wheelchair position, leaving city centre mayhem or the fact that these the first of the 150 MAN 18.220s for the 
10 normal seats. 12m buses are now squeezed into a rather aes _ as Saninclenptaed at 

Despite the fact the MAN 18.220 HOCL rough depot which was originally bought in aix300. 
chassis frame is perfectly level (at 347mm) — Harry Blundred’s PICTURES BY PHILIP LAMB 


up to the step over the rear axle, that step 
looks quite formidable in MAN’s drawings, 
and Alexander's approach is to ramp the fe Hat 
low-floor area up towards the rear to create - 2 
a fairly modest single step, though seats at LUE TR at 
the front end of the rear section are also 
on footstools. 


MANs at Oxford 
The first 29 of Stagecoach’s MANs went into 
service at Oxford in November and 
December, replacing Dennis Darts on key 
Oxford city services. Two of these continue P z 
the Transit Holdings philosophy of using —) 
different liveries for different services, though 
in this case they lead to intriguing variations 
on the basic Stagecoach theme. Service 1 
to Blackbird Leys uses an orange top half, 
and has a large Blackbird Flyer emblem on 
the side. Meanwhile service 7A to Kidlington 
has a blue roof and the 3 to Rosehill uses 
standard livery; buses in standard livery can 
also slot into the other two services 
when needed. 

The 1 has everything except hills to put a 
service bus to the test. It’s a very intensive 
service, competing against Oxford Bus 
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MAN is not the lowest-cost manufacturer 
on the market, and it may therefore be a 
surprise that Stagecoach, with its reputation 
for minimising cost, should go for it. However 
Stagecoach is good at spotting value for 
money, and the whole package offered by 
MAN, with guarantees on spares prices and 
back-up, is what the group found attractive. 
Nonetheless a glance at the interior of the 
bus immediately shows up Stagecoach’s 
cost consciousness. The usual brick-red 
flooring gives a very utilitarian aspect and 
interior trim is basic. There’s none of the 
‘welcome aboard’ feeling engendered by 
FirstGroup’s lavish interior spec. But the old- 
fashioned tubular seats are tried, tested and 
comfortable enough — certainly better than 
some of the less successful attempts at 
moulded individual seats, if lacking the 
appeal of the better examples of the latter 
approach. But passengers seem to welcome 
the new buses; access is obviously 
appreciated and pushchairs have 
proliferated to an extent which is on the point 
of embarrassing the company. Moreover it is 
reckoned that revenue on the three routes 
with the new buses has increased. 

The ride on the MANs is pretty good; 
there’s the inevitable transmission of road 
shocks that you get with a beam axle so 
close to the floor and you can tell it’s not 
independent suspension, but it’s not at all 
bad. The 6.8litre engine is smooth and quiet, 
though a little bit clattery; at full song there’s 
more than a hint of well-tuned Leyland 
National about it, though with a good many 
decibels removed. The Voith gearbox sings 
an appealing little tune, reminiscent of a 
Metrobus but without the deafening howls 
and swooshes you get on those older 
installations, and when idling in neutral it 
sets up a soothing mid-pitched hum. 
Gearchanges on the Voith are imperceptible, 
as is the transition into retarder mode, 
showing just how this transmission has 
improved over the years, especially now it is 
fitted with electronic control. However it 
changes up at surprisingly low revs which, 
when coupled with a small engine reaching 
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a torque peak quite high up the rev range, 
creates a slightly sluggish feel. At least 
acceleration is smooth, and it coped well 
with a heavy load. Heavy loading also 
soaked up the noise levels, compared with 
an empty bus we had tried earlier in the day. 
Drivers seem well-pleased, and while MAN 
fits the driving position in rather lower than 
on a Volvo or a Dennis, this hasn’t proved a 
problem, we are told. 

It's interesting to observe how passengers 
use the low-floor buses. Those wheelarch 
seats at the front are awkward to board; the 
offside one has you staring straight at a 
blank panel behind the driver and inches 
from your nose, while the other gives you a 
view of a glass panel which is obscured by a 
migraine-inducing pattern of black dots. So 
who on earth would clamber into such 


Below: 


awkward, undesirable seats? Well, naturally, 
it was the most immobile elderly ladies who 
insisted on sitting there! And of course 
British passengers always demand a seat, 
don’t they? So why was the way in and out 
of the bus blocked all the way to Blackbird 
Leys by more elderly ladies standing at the 
front and gassing, regardless of available 
seats? There’s nowt so queer as folk .. . 

Stagecoach Oxford is due to get more 
MANSs soon, but rather different ones; these 
will be Jonckheere-bodied double-deckers 
for its highly successful Oxford Tube service 
to London. Other parts of Stagecoach 
awaiting low-floor MANs have a good, 
competent bus coming their way — though 
they may be advised to buy in plenty of 
spare rear corner panels! 


Stagecoach Oxford has continued the Thames Transit practice of different liveries for different 
routes, albeit all with a Stagecoach theme. The Blackbird Flyer livery for route 1 extends the 


orange stripe to cover the entire top half of the bus. 


Main picture: 
The ALX300 body is wider, longer and higher than the ALX200, fitted to the Dart and B6; it’s all 
in proportion so it's tricky to tell the two apart visually. Here an ALX200-bodied Dennis Dart 

transferred from Stagecoach Manchester to Stagecoach Oxford, in return for Olympians, passes 
the MAN with ALX300 body. 
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concludes our look at 
the three major 


independent operators 


which are still active PPh is 
rE py 


in London 


Above: 

Some of Metrobus’s most distinctive recent 

deliveries are 10 Optare Excels bought in 1996 . e — 
for route 358 (Orpington-Crystal Palace), which is Bis " 
operated commercially by Metrobus, despite ——_| 

being entirely within the LT area. ae 

MALC McDONALD > et *" me 
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Right: —— bod 
Metrobus has added no fewer than 47 Volvo — 
Olympians to its fleet since 1996. This year’s a 
deliveries have been split between East Lancs and 


Northern Counties; $859 DGX, seen in Croydon = : 
on its first day in service, 29 August last, has ae 
Northern Counties Palatine 1 bodywork. ’ 
MALC McDONALD oe 


Harris Bus was featured in Buses July 1998 and Armchair in September 1998 


have been unable to resist the decision which created much controversy. 
financial benefits of selling out to a Metrobus has also taken the unusual move 
large group, Orpington-based Metrobus — _ of expanding into commercial operations 
winner of the 1998 London Bus Operator of — within the London area with a network of 
the Year Award — has continued to grow by routes in the Bromley and Crystal Palace 
steadily building on its own developments. areas. Standard LT fares and ticketing 
From humble beginnings in 1983 with just arrangements apply under a Section 3(2) 


W= many independent operators CentreWest on re-tendering in 1995, a 


six vehicles and one main route the agreement. More recently the company has 

company has become a formidable expanded outside London with the purchase 

operation with getting on for 200 vehicles, of East Surrey and Leisurelink concerns and 

450 drivers and four operating bases. It is its familiar blue and yellow buses can now 

characterised by a well-maintained modern __be seen as far as the Sussex coast. 

fleet, smartly turned out staff and a keen A thriving coaching arm has developed, 

attention to detail. The result is a standard of including the notable acquisition of Bromley- 

service many operators would envy, based Southlands Coaches. The Southlands 

especially in the harsh operating conditions —_ jame has recently been revived as a 

of suburban London. separate associated company based at the 
former London Country Swanley garage 

Origins where the group’s coaches are now based. 

Metrobus today is owned by its two 

directors, Peter Larking and Gary Wood, London-area routes 

who set up the company 15 years ago. Their Bromley town centre forms the hub of the 

original involvement began in 1981 when system, where the majority of the Orpington- 


local independent Orpington & District went based routes meet. Indeed the company is 
out of business. Recognising the potential of pow the largest single operator in the town, 
a link between Croydon and Forestdale, they a far cry from a few years ago when red 
approached Tillingbourne with a proposal to byses ruled supreme. However the original 
operate a limited peakhour service. In those network was based on Croydon, and recent 


days London Transport's resources were tendering gains with routes 64 and 119 have 
stretched to cover its existing routes so it considerably strengthened the company’s 
was in no position to step in. Tillingbourne ~—_ presence here. Lewisham is the other main 
set up a separate company, Tillingbourne centre for tendered services, while Crystal 


(Metropolitan) Ltd, and by 1983 the Croydon palace and Orpington are well served by 
operations were so successful that they had ¢ommercial routes. 


become more lucrative than those in its 
home territory. The result was the formation 


ae ee ee 8 SOGIRS CONEY IN interest in gaining tendered routes and bid 

pepromnbar 1955, unsuccessfully for the 146 (Bromley North- 
The former Orpington & District premises Downe) in 1985, a route it would win in a 

at Green Street,Green were acquired as an__ jater round. Following success in 1986 with 


A total of 10 tendered routes is now 
operated for LT. Metrobus took an early 


operating base-and have been much the 61 and 361, route 261 (Lewisham- 
expanded Overthe years. Metrobus serviceS Bromley Common) began a year later. A 
were originally maintained by three AEC period of consolidation followed and apart 
Reliances, wo Bedford YMTs and one from the 146 in 1991, no further routes 
Bristql VAT. Two of the Reliances and one —_ followed until 1996. These were a result of 
YMT Radidual-purpose bodywork which discussions with Kentish Bus, which was 
facilitated private hire operations, while the —_ ynable to maintain its contract commitments 
double-decker was essential on peak with LT. Following agreement with LT, 
workings due to heavy loadings. Steady Metrobus stepped in to take over Kentish 


development of the initial network followed — Bus routes 138 (Catford Bridge-Coney Hall), 
but the real opportunity for expansion came —_ 464 (Woolwich-Chislehurst), 181 (Lewisham- 
with the introduction of competitive tendering Downham Way) and 284 (Lewisham-Grove 


by London Regional Transport. Park). A number of vehicles were transferred 
In 1986 LT awarded Metrobus two with these routes, although double-deckers 
contracts, to operate routes 61 (Bromley for the 161 were already available following 
North-Chislehurst/Eltham) and 361 (Bromley the surprise loss of the 61 contract. In 1997 
North-Green Street Green). A batch of the 64 (Thornton Heath-New Addington) was 
former London Transport DMS-class added while 1998 saw Metrobus take over 


Fleetlines was purchased to maintain these —_ the 233 (Eltham-Swanley) from Kentish Bus, 
services. Despite their earlier reputation for —_ plus the long-established 119 (Bromley 


unreliability, Metrobus experienced few North-Croydon Airport) and the 320 
problems with them and the last examples — (Bromley North-Biggin Hill Valley). The 119 
survived in service until 1994. Further LT and 320 had been Stagecoach Selkent 
tendering awards followed although the operations, although the latter had been 
company has always been keen not to worked by London & Country until 1997. 


expand too quickly and risk compromising its Most tendered routes are double-deck and a 
standards. Only one LT route has ever been modern fleet has been purchased in recent 
lost, the original 61 contract that went to years, with the oldest buses in regular 

30 service being 1989 Olympians. 


Metrobus underwent some 
expansion beyond its usual 
parameters in 1997. It took over 
East Surrey which, as you might 
expect, runs primarily in West 
Sussex and Kent. It has been 
rebranded Metrobus East Surrey, 
_ replacing the orange and cream 
-with ‘corporate’ blue and yellow, 
_as carried by this Plaxton-bodied 
_ Dennis Dart taken over with the 
“company. It is seen in East 

_ Grinstead, where Metrobus East 
Surrey is now the dominant 
operator. 

PHILIP LAMB 
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Above: 

A busy scene in East Grinstead, with no fewer than four Metrobus East Surrey vehicles in evidence. In the foreground are an early 
Optare MetroRider and a rare Wadham Stringer-bodied Dennis Dart taken over with East Surrey, while in the background is 
another rare vehicle, a Plaxton 321-bodied Leyland Tiger which Metrobus bought originally for commuter work. It has recently 
been withdrawn from service. An ECW-bodied Leyland Olympian, in overall-advertising livery, completes the scene. 

PHILIP LAMB 


left; 

While the DMS reputedly never worked very well in London, Metrobus found it could use them on London Transport services with 
no real difficulty! Former DMS2200 pauses at the top of Farnborough Hill on London Transport 361 service in September 1986. 
MALC McDONALD 
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The original Croydon-Forestdale-Orpington 
routes 353/354/357 have enjoyed steady 
growth over the years and a variety of 
operating agreements have secured their 
operation. Since 1996 they have been 
commercial under a section 3(2) agreement 
with LT, an arrangement which expires in 
Autumn 1999 in connection with the opening 
of Croydon Tramlink. It remains to be seen 
how this corridor will be affected by 
passengers transferring to the new mode 
at the new tram/bus interchange in 
Addington Village. 

In 1989 Metrobus started a commercial 
minibus operation in Gravesend in 
competition with Kentish Bus. While the 
operation was very successful in opening up 
new cross-town links, the company 
eventually agreed to sell out to its 
competitor. Further commercial routes 
began in its home area in 1989 with route 
358 (Orpington-Crystal Palace), which has 
grown into a major route, with a peak vehicle 
requirement of eight Optard#&i&cels. Other 
routes followed linking the Bromley, 

Beckenham and Crystal Palace areas, 
worked by Dennis Darts. A more rural 
service linking Croydon with Biggin Hill and 
Tatsfield has recently been revised to serve 
New Addington with connections to Croydon 
via route 64 and later-by Wamlink. 


East Surrey was an independent operator 
based at South Godstone which expanded 
into local bus work following deregulation in 
1986. It had built up a network of County 
Council tendered and commercial services 
which were operated with an assortment of 
single-deckers. In June 1997 terms were 
agreed for the purchase of the East Surrey 
operation together with 23 vehicles. 
Metrobus director Peter Larking describes 
this as ‘a strategic purchase to gain a 
foothold outside the London area and assist 
the company’s expansion plans’. The 
acquisition brought with it a variety of routes, 
although most of the Croydon area 
operations had been surrendered before 
the take-over. 

Metrobus soon began implementing its 
own values and standardising the fleet with 
Dennis Darts and Metroriders. The new blue 
and yellow livery was rapidly established 
with a revised fleetname — ‘Metrobus East 
Surrey’. Barry King, who had at one time 
worked at Tillingbourne, was brought in to 
manage the operation. Various service 
changes followed and there were some 
exchanges with Maidstone & District to 
create more sensible networks which are 
mutually beneficial. 
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More recently Metrobus East Surrey 
services 239 and 291 have been extended 
provide a direct link between Tunbridge 
Wells, East Grinstead and Gatwick Airport. 
Initial results are encouraging and the 
company stresses that it can often take a 
year or so for new routes to become 
established. This is perhaps a criticism of 
other local operators who have hastily 
withdrawn or frequently altered facilities after 
short periods. Some integration has now 
taken place with the Orpington network, as 
recently introduced route 246 (Bromley 
North-Westerham-Edenbridge) is an East 
Surrey operation which is interworked with 
LT route 146 (Bromley North-Downe). With 
all available space at Orpington now in use 
further expansion at South Godstone is 
planned which may see it operating more 
London area routes. 


A further surprise development in 1997 was 
the purchase of a 30% share in Newhaven- 
based Leisurelink. This company operated a 
number of school contracts plus some 
commercial services in the Brighton area 
using a fleet of elderly double-deckers. By 
July of that year Leisurelink had folded. 
Metrobus took over the entire operation and 


ieee FIRST SF] MAIN FLEET, ORPINGTON 
: VEHICLE TYPE 


Optare MetroRider 
Dennis Dart/Plaxton Pointer 


FLEET SUMMARY, DECEMBER 1998 


NO OF 
VEHICLES 


Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer 

Optare Excel 

Leyland Lynx 

all-Leyland Olympian 

Volvo Olympian/Northern Counties Palatine 1 
Volvo Olympian/East Lancs Pyoneer 


; ‘ MCW Metrobus driver trainer 
re-branded it ‘Metrobus South Coast’ with Above: Total: 


vehicles adopting standard Metrobus livery. Metrobus by the sea — 1. 
Existing commercial operations were Metrobus now runs, EAST SURREY FLEET, GODSTONE 


withdrawn and the entire fleet disposed of. In oPPropriately, ene cocom Bedford YMT/Duple Dominant 


on its South Coast services, 
replacement 11 MCW Metrobuses were Rats ae nate Bedford YMT/Plaxton Derwent 


purchased from London General. over from Leisurelink in Leyland Olympian/ECW 
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At about the same time local operator 1997, Since thetieooven Dennis Dart/Wadham Stringer Portsdown 
Brighton Blue Bus had been acquired by Metrobus has developed the Dennis Dart/Plaxton Pointer 


= 


local network further. Mercedes-Benz 811/Optare StarRider 


neighbouring Brighton & Hove, and this Ex-London General M252 Optare MetroRider 


provided opportunities to take over some picks up in Churchill Square, : 

Blue Bus contracts in the Lewes, Newhaven _ Brighton on the cross-town wercedes Bene Wanu/Plaxton Beaver 2 

and Brighton areas together with its former 147, Southwick-Peacehaven : 

premises in Lewes as an operating base. raghen re 16: 5h ees SOUTH COAST FLEET, LEWES 
. introduc in part fo r 

This development also ensures that blue- “wes Mee Brighton & MCW Metrobus 

liveried buses continue to serve the area, Rovercanices: Dennis Dart/Plaxton Pointer 

albeit a deeper shade and under PHILIP LAMB Total: 


different ownership! Metrobus combined fleets: 


SOUTHLANDS COACHES, SWANLEY 
Metrobus by the sea — 2. Leyland Tiger/Plaxton 321 
Five Leyland-bodied . Dennis Javelin/Plaxton Premiere 


Olympians descend on Mercedes-Benz 711D/Plaxton Beaver 
Hastings coach park on a Total: 


June Sunday in 1998. 
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TERRY S. BLACKMAN Ai Sis © ¥f Full fleet lists, route lists and other information are available on 


Metrobus’s excellent website, www.metrobus.co.uk 
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The current Southlands Travel coach fleet 
is also highly standardised, comprising 
mostly Dennis Javelins with Plaxton 
Premiere bodywork, together with a couple 
of Leyland Tigers and a sole Mercedes 
711D midicoach. 


Metrobus allocates specific batches of 
vehicles to each route, and there is little 
mixing of types on services. A generous 
provision of spare vehicles and a policy of 
preventative maintenance means that 
vehicle shortages are rare, and additional 
work can,.oftenvbe taken on at short notice 
(suchas the’recent temporary operation of 
central London route C1). 

\With lowefloor double-deckers now being 
specified for LT contracts and to meet future 
requirements of the Disability Discrimination 
Act, further Olympians are unlikely. Of the 
new models on offer, the DAF DB250 is not 
favoured due to its lower deck layout and 
poor seating capacity, so the current choice 
is between the Dennis Trident and the Volvo 
B7L. The company is impressed with its new 
East Lancs Olympians and is optimistic 
about East Lancs’ new low-floor design, the 
Lolyne, which is also based on the Pyoneer. 


Metrobus today 

Having successfully expanded outside 
London in recent years, the company is well- 
placed to develop new services over a wide 
area. It has a strong tradition of being 


ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT BUSES? 


successful at this, even in areas not thought 
to be good bus territory. Peter Larking is 
optimistic about future prospects and is 
clearly determined to maintain the company 
standards which have been so instrumental 
in this success. He is proud of its continued 
independence which gives him the freedom 
to expand and innovate without being 
accountable to a Board or group of 
shareholders. 

Further expansion outside London is seen 
as crucial given the nature of the LT 
tendering regime, which can remove large 
chunks of work in one go and lead to 
financial instability. Peter Larking would like 
to see the majority of LT routes put on to a 
system similar to Section 3(2) Agreements 
whereby the operator has more commercial 
freedom (and encounters less bureaucracy), 
takes all the financial risk but has the benefit 
of a long term franchise arrangement. In the 
meantime the company sees its future in a 
mixture of tendered and commercial 
operations, both in London and outside. Its 
aim is to build up a network which links 
together all three bus operating areas by 
exploiting new opportunities whenever 
they arise. 

Many company procedures have continued 
from the early days and both directors still 
operate an ‘open door policy’ whereupon all 
staff can approach them directly. In addition 
a Staff Association has been set up, 


although there is no trade union recognition. 
With staff shortages becoming a real 
problem again in the London area, the 
company has adopted very flexible working 
arrangements for its staff, with both full-time 
and part-time employees. Drivers may 
express a preference between morning or 
afternoon shifts, or may work long through- 
shifts and collect a full week’s pay after four 
days. Recruiting sufficient staff to take on 
two new LT contracts proved to be a 
problem last summer since both started at a 
time when many existing staff were on 
holiday, but Metrobus managed to maintain 
full services on all routes. A small staff 
shortage is actually beneficial since it 
provides opportunities for staff to 

earn overtime. 

Both founding directors and most 
managers regularly drive buses in service. 
They see this as an important part of 
keeping in touch with their customers and 
understanding the problems faced by staff. 
Next time you travel by Metrobus it could be 
the Managing Director at the wheel! 


Opposite: 

The Plaxton-bodied Dennis Dart is the standard 
midibus for Metrobus. While much of Metrobus’s 
operating area is in the leafier outer suburbs of 
south-east London, the 284 ventures further into 
London; 715 (K715 KGU) passes through Catford 
on its way from Grove Park to Lewisham. 

MALC McDONALD 


WORK IN THE INDUSTRY? 


WHY NOT MAKE THE BEST OF YOUR TALENTS WITH 
LONDON’S BUS OPERATOR OF THE YEAR? 


Bus drivers required now:- 
Full-time and part-time positions 
Free travel on all London’s bus services 
Full uniform 
Sports and Social club 
Best overall pay package available today 
All shifts paid end to end 
Training provided for non-PCV holders 
Depots at Orpington, Godstone and Lewes 


PHONE US TODAY TO FIND OUT MORE! 
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Tel: 01689 861432 
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Above: 

Metrobus also runs a small batch of Dennis Dart 
SLFs on service 181, Lewisham-Downham. 
MARK E. LYONS 


Right: 
The Leyland Lynx is 
another type which 
has served Metrobus 
well, despite being less 
well-received 
elsewhere. Three of 
the seven Lynxes in the 
fleet came from 
Merthyr Tydfil 
Transport, including h NG eee é 
seen in Hayes in July 5 | y 
1990. It remains in 
service. 
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“BACK ON 
BROADWAY 


service to be found anywhere in the country. The local operator 
was however not in evidence at all, having suspended services for 
the day. Instead, the usual free service was provided by King Alfred 
Motor Services, reincarnated, as has become customary, for one day 
only by FoKAB — The Friends of King Alfred Buses. 
Early indications were that between four and five thousand people 
attended the event, making it the most successful to date. For the 


O nce again Winchester enjoyed the best New Year's Day bus 


organisers this represented both a triumph and a headache — for the 
first time a relief had to be dispatched to bring all the passengers back 


from Alresford! 


Back from the States 
im 

c a 

ee 
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Assisted by further preserved vehicles, most of which originated with 
other local operators, no fewer than nine former King Alfred buses, plus 
an ex-Newport Metro-Scania masquerading as one, operated the most 
intensive service provided to date. 


Back on Broadway for the first time since withdrawal in 1972 was ex-King 
Alfred East Lancs-bodied Leyland PD2/24, POU 494. This well-travelled 
bus, new in 1956, has been under restoration for the best part of six 
years, having been repatriated by FoKAB in September 1993 from 
Augusta, Georgia, USA, where it had latterly been a museum piece. At 
one time it ran there in London Transport red on behalf of Trotter Realty, 
a local realtor, or estate agency in English parlance. Despite their name, 
this genuine London bus (as they thought it was!) obviously proved a 
better bet for transporting would-be clients to view properties than a 


yellow three-wheel van! Following its retirement from running duties, 
POU 494 reverted to King Alfred livery and was retired to a museum in 
Richmond, Georgia, and, as reported in Buses in November 1993, was 


swapped for ex-Leicester PD3/Park Royal RVS 432 (TBC 162), which 
was purchased by FoKAB, repainted in the same green livery and 


dispatched across the Atlantic. 


Newly restored, 494 was certainly the most 
popular attraction at the running day and 
operated a number of routes. It took several 
turns on the popular Weeke Estate route 13, 
on which it had begun its King Alfred career 
back in 1956, and was formally launched by 
the Deputy Mayor of Winchester. After lunch 
it set off for Springvale, out on the eastern 
fringes of the city, in the privileged hands of 
the editor of Buses. It’s not a bus to be 
driven far by anyone accused of having 
middle-age spread when he was still at 
school, especially the wrong side of mother- 
in-law’s Christmas dinner. The space 
between the driver's seat and the steering 
wheel is very small indeed, causing the 
typically enormous Leyland steering wheel 
to bury itself to some extent in the regulation 
FoKAB sweatshirt, which was more 
embarrassing than uncomfortable, as 
it happens. 

King Alfred was an unusual concern; in a 
fashion typical of family businesses it was 
not renowned for throwing its money around, 
and 494’s low-bridge East Lancs body is 
functional rather than opulent. Yet for all that 
494, unusually for a PD2 of that vintage, 
boasts the twin luxuries of a semi-automatic 
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gearbox and air brakes. As the gearbox is 
air-actuated, the latter come almost as a by- 
product, but give more positive stopping 
power than the more usual vacuums of the 
period, without any of the snatching which 
sometimes accompanies air brakes. It also 
gives rise to that characteristic Leyland 
‘sneeze’ periodically as the air system 
reaches maximum pressure. 

The gearbox is operated from the massive 
early-style pedestal, which was replaced by 
a handier unit in the late-1960s. It certainly 
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POU 494 


PHILIP LAMB and STEPHEN 
MORRIS both made the 
annual New Year 


pilgrimage to the throne of 
King Alfred in Winchester 


made for ease of use, the only slight 
problem being a propensity to drop into 
gear the moment you touched the lever 
rather than at the end of its lengthy travel, 
as you might expect. This rewarded the 
driver with one or two jerks when changing 
up to third — just resting one’s hand on the 
lever while the revs dropped was enough to 
select the next gear prematurely. With a 
heavy load on, first gear starts were the 
order of the day, though second sufficed on 
slight downgrades. However 494 was quite 
a lusty performer for a fluid drive bus of the 
period. The engine too had the smoothness 
and quietness that Leyland O.600s seemed 
to lose in later periods; those with an ear for 
these things could easily have dated the 
bus as a 1956 one rather than one built in 
say 1958. 

494 drives beautifully, and surprisingly has 
a handbrake with very long travel and light 
operation, far more like an AEC than a 
Leyland. But, dare one say, it was not so 
much of a dream to drive as was Leyland 
Panther UOU 419H, which the editor had 
for a couple of earlier journeys. Say what 
you like about Panthers, 419 is as driveable 
a bus as you are likely to find in 
preservation. But it was 494’s day. Her new 
paint glistened in the sunshine and her 
admirers were legion. 


Once again the day was a huge success 
for FoKAB. Appreciative locals had a 
comprehensive bus service (one young 
couple how boarded the Panther were 
amazed when their proffered £2 was 
refused, and one wonders how they would 
have got to town without FoKAB) and 
appreciative bus enthusiasts again had a 
feast to delight the eye and ear alike. 


FoKAB newcomer: ex-King Alfred East Lancs-bodied 
Leyland PD2/24 POU 494 is seen here alongside 

596 LCG, a Park Royal-bodied AEC Renown, on the 

1 January running day. Both buses have seen service in 
the USA and carry the earlier darker green livery. 
PHILIP LAMB 
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LONDON, 
TRANSPORTS 
MUSEUM) PAPADE 


The London Transport Museum has in its collection enough artefacts to fill its Covent Garden 
premises several times over. For some time, buses unable to be accommodated there have 
been stored at the ex-London Transport Ash Grove Garage in north-east London out of the 


public eye. On Saturday 5 December, 11 of them were moved to the new ‘Depot’ in Acton. 
PHILIP LAMB was there. 


the museum, which included talks on the Routemaster from members of the original design team, using the best 
visual aid one could imagine — RM1 itself! Hundreds queued to purchase limited edition models, whilst 1940s- 
style ‘Londoners’ did sterling work convincing children and adults alike of their authenticity. 

As twilight gathered, the assembled crowd were treated to the spectacular sight of the buses, one over 70 years old, 
departing to do battle with London’s pre-Christmas traffic, as they continued their historic journey to their new 
permanent home in Acton. 

Further details of ‘The Depot’ can be found in Preserved Bus no5, currently on sale, whilst further pictures of this 
unique event will appear in Preserved Bus no6, on sale 19 February. 


Siem off outside the museum in Covent Garden, the 11 buses staged a mini rally, supported by events within 


adjacent to 
the former 
apple market. 
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Above: 

The reserve collection 
contains two STLs, seen 
here in Covent Garden, 
ranged opposite the London 
Transport Museum — 
STL469 (AYV 651). and 
STL43 (AXM 649), 
converted in 1950 to 
auxiliary breakdown 
tender 830). 

PICTURES BY THE AUTHOR 


Seen reversing into place 
is RM1, the bodywork of 
which is typified by its 
upper deck front 
window ‘hoods’. 
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What have DMS1 (EGP 1J) and $1922 (GK 3192) in common? These two 
buses illustrate the range of vehicles, which will ultimately be housed at 
Acton. They are seen here taking up position in the road vehicle store. 


BUSES 


First arrivals at the Acton ‘Depot’ were $742 (XN 7399). and T219 
(GK 5486). Both are seen passing simultaneously through the loading bay, 
and into the road vehicle store for the first time 


PROVINCIAL FAREWELL 


To mark the demise of this much-loved company (it 
becomes part of a new company First Hampshire on 

1 March), the City of Portsmouth Preserved Transport 
Depot is planning to dedicate its regular twice-monthly 
open day on 28 February to the company. A Provincial 
running day will be held at Broad Street, where it is 
hoped to have ex-Provincial vehicles in service, 
including AEC Regent 35, Guy Arabs 55 and 77, 
Bristol RE 12 and Leyland National 13. 

‘Provincial’ will however continue in use as a 
fleetname on vehicles operating in the Portsmouth, 
Gosport and Fareham areas. The name is protected 
by Act of Parliament, and cannot be abolished. 


UPDATE 


Preservation 


Reading-bodied Guy Arab 55 (EHO 228) at 
Hoeford Depot in November 1998. 
PHILIP LAMB 


BRISTOL IN GERMANY 


Bryan Anderson of Chepstow is anxious to ascertain the current status of 
ex-Bristol Omnibus Bristol FLF6G C7262 (GAE 883D) which is believed 
to be in Germany. Any information regarding its whereabouts and/or 
current identity would be welcome. Bryan may be reached via Buses. 


RIBBLE ANTIQUES ROADSHOW 


Following its highly successful Fylde Transport Weekend last November 
(to be featured in Preserved Bus no6, on sale 18 February), the 
Lancastrian Transport Trust, in conjunction with the Ribble Vehicle 
Preservation Trust, is staging the Ribble Antiques Roadshow on Sunday 
21 February. 


Starting from Blackpool at 10.00hrs, the trust’s ex-Ribble lowbridge 
Leyland Atlantean 1805 will be joined in Preston at 11.00hrs by Leyland 
Titan PD2 1455 and Leyland Tiger Cub 452, both of the RVPT for 
onward travel to Lancaster and Morecambe. 

Free tickets (and further details) — SAE please — are available from 
David Wilson, 9 Starfield Close, Lytham St Annes FY8 4QA. 


J2s PRESERVED 


Guy Wren of Wadhurst, East Sussex has purchased an ex-Country Lion 
example for preservation. The Plaxton-bodied coach, PVV 888J has 
been out of service since September 1974, following minor accident 
damage. Guy had been looking for a suitable J2 for some time, and 
contacted Country Lion having read about the then current status of 
PVV 8884 in the article about Bedford J2s in preservation in Preserved 
Bus 4. Another J2 passing into preservation is JWX 178J, which Rupert 
Crawford of Exeter has purchased from a traveller. He would be grateful 
for any information about the vehicle’s history; contact may be made via 
Buses. 


February 1999 


VR-IETY IS THE SPICE OF LIFE! 


New acquisitions continue to arrive at the Oxford Bus Museum, the most 
bizarre of which to date is the ex-East Midland Bristol VR used in the film 
Spice World, starring a popular singing group known as the Spice Girls. Any 
similarity between the vehicle in its present guise and a bus is purely 
coincidental! The museum plans, however, to put the vehicle to good use as 
a children’s playbus on the site, allowing dads, and probably mums too to 
browse amongst the many other excellent exhibits unencumbered. Next 
year’s programme begins with a re-run of last year’s successful VR running 
day on 21 March. 

Other recent acquisitions include ex-Oxford/South Midland dual-purpose 
Bristol RELH 87 (RBW 87M) and ex-Premier AEC Reliance/Alexander ‘Y’- 
type VER 262L, once a regular performer on the inter-Varsity route. 


FoKAB FOUNDER STEPS ASIDE 


After 15 years at the helm of the Friends of King Alfred Buses, founder 
James Freeman has announced that he is retiring from his role as 
chairman and leaving FoKAB’s committee. He will, however, continue 
to be an active member of FoKAB, continuing his link with King Alfred 
Motor Services which goes back more than 30 years. 

‘We have just enjoyed our best ever New Year Running Day’, said 
Mr Freeman, ‘and FoKAB is stronger than it has ever been, with 
many achievements to its credit — not least the completion recently of 
the Leyland returned from Augusta, Georgia.’ He now lives in 
Birmingham, which he considers to be too far away from Winchester 
for day-to-day involvement. ‘Anyway, it is time to step aside to let fresh 
blood take over the direction of one of Britain’s best-known specialist 
preservation groups’. 


Former Greater 
Manchester 
1751, the first 
of 20 Dennis 

| ~Dominos, has 
been rescued 
by the SELNEC 

~ Preservation 
Society. 


MORE FOR SELNEC 


The SELNEC Preservation Group has increased its fleet of preserved 
buses to 20; its latest acquisitions are the one remaining prototype 
Daimler Fleetline SELNEC Standard, EX19 (TND 759k) and the sole 
surviving Northern Counties-bodied Dennis Domino. 

The Fleetline was built on one of 10 chassis ordered by Rochdale 
Corporation, and was fitted with a dual-door Northern Counties body. It 
was withdrawn in 1984, as GMT 6252, and sold to 16th Middleton Scout 
Group, which has donated the bus to the SELNEC Preservation 
Society. 

The Domino is No1751 (C751 YBA) which was exhibited at the 1984 
Motor Show (reputedly before its engine had been fitted!) and was the 
first of 20 used on the Centreline service linking Piccadilly and Victoria 
stations in Manchester. The rest of the remaining 16 were scrapped last 
September. 


BEDFORD GATHERING 1999 


Following last year’s successful event, it is planned to repeat the 
Bedford Gathering at Dews Coaches, Somersham, Cambridgeshire on 
29 August this year. All types of Bedford vehicles, not just buses and 


coaches are invited to attend. The theme vehicle will be the Bedford OB 
which celebrates its 60th anniversary this year. 

Entries and enquires to Richard Haughey, 13 Aylesborough Close, 
Cambridge. CB4 2HH, enclosing a stamped addressed envelope. 


BUSES RALLY CALENDAR 


A final reminder to all rally organisers and publicity officers for bus 
museums: all material for the Buses Rally Calendar and Museum 
Guide needs to be with us by 10 February, please. Information should 
be sent to Buses Rally Calendar, lan Allan Publishing Ltd, River Dene 
Business Park, Molesey Road, Hersham, Surrey KT12 4RG. As usual 
we will produce our comprehensive listing of events and museums in 
our April issue, on sale Friday 19 March. There is no charge for entries 
in the calendar; it’s all part of the service! 


oF 


A-Line Travel, Bedworth 


Service 585 is now relaunched with new vehicles in a 
predominantly white livery with ‘Travel A-Line — Village 
Link’ branding. The first new vehicles to carry this livery 
are Dennis Dart SLF/Marshall Capital B43F S81 DOX 
and Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814 S10 ALC. Leyland 
Leopard/Duple Dominant bus LPY 459W has been 
displaced from this service. 


Abus, Bristol 


Newly-acquired Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW H43/31F 
NFB 113R has joined similar ELJ 213V. NFB 113R has 
notably replaced DAF DB250/Northern Counties 
Palatine M645 RCP, which has gone to Wilts & Dorset. 


Aline Pelaw, Gateshead 


Former Arriva North East Leyland National 2 
NL116AL11/1R/B49F APT 116W is the second of its 
type here. 


Amber, Rayleigh 


Former East Kent Leyland Atlantean AN68/1R/ECW 
H43/31F JJG 1P is now in stock ex-Godward, South 
Woodham Ferrers, Mercedes-Benz 609D/Whittaker 
C24F F862 FWB ex-Bluebird Buses and LAG 
Panoramic/C49F E572 JHJ (A20 APT, E539 KBD) from 
Ridgeon, Stanford-le-Hope. 


Ambermile Group 


DAF SB220/Ikarus 701 (M848 RCP) has been on loan 
to First Huddersfield as its 9976, DAF SB220/Northern 
Counties 705 (M850 RCP) similarly as 9977. 

K-Line is now using former Bigfoot SB220LC550/Ikarus 
Citibus B48F J54 GCX as well as J53 GCX. Similar 
Ikarus-bodied DAFs K123 TCP and J411 NCP are also 
in stock. 

Leyland National 2 DOC 51V is now back in use with 
Headlight at Barnsley, but Leyland National 404 (UPB 
8306S) has been withdrawn and is now under 
cannibalisation. Dennis Dart P895 PWW has passed to 
Metrobus at Lewes. 


Andrews-Sheffield Omnibus, 
Sheffield Y7 


JOHN G. LIDSTONE ENGLAND & WALES 


New Dennis Dart SLF/East Lancs Spryte 131 (S131 
XHE) is at work on Yorkshire Terrier operations, for 
which Leyland National 1815 (PKG 926S) has been on 
loan to Holbrook. 


Body type 


Articulated 

Single-deck bus 

Coach 

Dual purpose, usually coach seats/bus shell 
Double-decker 


Lowbridge double-decker (ie with side sunken gangway upstairs. 
All other types, with conventional gangways are H [Highbridge] 
regardless of overall height) 


Open-top 


CO Convertible open-top 


Seating capacity 
(For double-deckers this is shown with the upper-deck capacity first, eg 
43/30, indicating 43 ‘over’ 30. Where these are not known a total figure 
is given). 
Door position 

Front 

Rear 

Centre 

Dual doors 
When platform doors are fitted where these would not normally figure, 
usually on rear entrance buses, this is indicated by D after the door 


position. The letter ‘t’ after the door indicates the provision of a toilet 
whilst L after the door position shows that a wheelchair lift is fitted. 


Re-registrations 


Where a vehicle is re-registered its previous registration numbers follow 
in italic type, with the most recent given first where it has been 
registered more than once. 


Vehicle reports should be sent to 
J. G. Lidstone, 76 Thames Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 2XD. 


Please mark your envelope ‘Fleet News’. 


AO 


Applebys, Conisholme 


Lincoln-based Bristol LH YAE 581V should be YAE 
518V correctly. 


Arriva Colchester AA 


Leyland Olympians are now 43/7-49 (D43 RWC, H47-9 
MJN) are now in Arriva livery. 


Further Leyland Atlanteans sold are ECW-bodied 
71/5/7 (TPU 71, 75R, YNO 77S) to Guide Friday for 
conversion to open-top. Previously-withdrawn 67 (TPU 
67R) has gone to Chariots, Stanford-le-Hope, ex- 
Beestons of Hadleigh and 68 (TPU 68R) to Colchester 
Coaches. 


Arriva Crawley & East Surrey, 


Croydon & North Surrey, Guildford 
& West Surrey AA 
(London & Country, Londonlinks) 


The fleet has been hugely reduced (by some 100 
vehicles) in just three months following staff shortages 
and drastic service cuts, thereby despatching the 
Leyland Atlanteans, remaining Leyland Nationals, the 
LR-class Leyland Olympians, the Dennis Falcons, most 
early Dennis Dominators, the National Greenways and 
Leyland Lynxes. 


Confirmed withdrawn are Leyland National Urban Bus 
242 (LPF 600P), the prototype National Greenways 252 
(JCK 852W) and ‘production models’ 339/41/3/70 (SIB 
6709/11/3, SJI 5570); Mercedes-Benz 709D 460 (M460 
JPA); Dennis Dominator DD8 (F608 RPG); DAF 
SB3000 DFC4 (J16 AMB); Leyland Olympian LR24 
(TPD 124X) and, surprisingly, Volvo Olympians 685-93 
(M685-93 HPF), which have gone to Arriva 
Northumbria. Wealden, Five Oak Green (dealer) has 
taken Leyland Atlanteans AN146/7/9/51/3/82/4/7, 
201/23/9/84/6, Leyland Nationals SNB348/9/76/8, 459, 
530/8, GF58, 60, LNB36 and 4721; Atlanteans 
AN146/7/51/3/87, 201 are now with Optional Bus, 
Leeds, AN223/9/84/6 with Finglands of Manchester, 
AN140/82/4 going to Nu-Venture, Hoo; Leyland 
Nationals SNB348/9/76/8, 538, GF58, 60, LNB36 are 
all now with Allison’s of Dunfermline, SNB459 with 
Rambler of Hastings. 


Recently, AEC Regent III RT3775, Dominators DD5/8, 
DFC4 Leyland Olympians LR8, 13, 18, 21, 24, 
Mercedes-Benz 811D 201, Leyland National Urban Bus 
242, National Greenways 303/68, Leyland Lynxes 
400/1/18 and Mercedes-Benz 709D 460 were all 
awaiting disposal. National Greenways 252 and 
339/41/3 are all now driver trainers, 


Arriva East Herts & Essex AA 
(County Bus) 


MCW Metrobus DR101/9/MCW H43/28D M233 (BYX 
233V) is in stock ex-London South. Volvo B10M-60 
VPL501 (L501 MOO) has been withdrawn and returned 
off-lease. Leyland Tiger TP72 (OIB 3522) is now with 
Evans of Senghenydd. 


Arriva Kent & Sussex A/ 
(Maidstone & District) 


Former Maidstone & District Bristol VRT/SL2 6680 
(HKE 680L) is in preservation with the VR Enthusiasts 
Group, after use by Bone of Hook. Less fortunate is 
reportedly decrepit Leyland Atlantean 5579 (579 RKJ), 
still in use as a commentary box at Braintree Auto Club 
‘banger track’. 


Arriva London North AA 
(Leaside) 


More Alexander ALX400 H45/17D-bodied DAF 
DB250RS low-floor double-deckers delivered are DLA4, 
12-4/6-21 (S204 JUA etc). Acquisitions are DAF 
MB230LB615/Van Hool Alizée C53F 905-7 (G905-7 
TYR) and similar, but C49Ft 908 (G908 TYR) ex-Grey 
Green; 907 is to be fitted with a toilet and 

become C49Ft. 

DAF DE33WSSB3000/Plaxton DPL551/2 (N551/2 LUA) 
are now renumbered DPL1, 2 whilst similar DP753 
(P753 RWU) is now DP3 and Ikarus-bodied sister 
DI754 (P754 RWU) is now DI4. Leyland Tiger 
TRCTL11/38ARZ/Plaxton TPL518 (530 MUY, E118 KFV) 
is fitted with a Volvo engine. 

AEC Routemaster RML2638 (NML 638E) now carries 
special adornments for the newly re-opened Sadler's 
Wells Theatre surrounding its rear wheelarches in the 
form of a dancer's arm cuddling the nearside wheel and 
a dancer's leg over the offside! 

MCW Metrobuses have been made surplus by the loss 
of service 171A, with 12 initially placed in store and one 
sent to Edmonton. Up to 40 are to be despatched 
north, but M182 and accident-damaged M400 (BYX 
182V, GYE 400W) are being scrapped on-site. 


Arriva London North East AA 
(Grey Green) 


All the Scania double-deckers (159-61/78-83) are now 
repainted in Arriva’s strange red ‘cow horns’ livery and 
usually work service 24. 

The Volvo B10M-55s rebodied in 1990 with East Lancs 
EL2000 bodywork, formerly allocated to service 210, 
912-25 (H912-25 XYT), are now stored at Barking and 
Stamford Hill. 

DAF MB230s 905-8 (G905-8 TYR) are now with 
London North, SB3000s 942/8/9 (M942 LYR etc) 
passing to The Shires. 


Arriva London South AA 
(South London) 


MCW Metrobus DR101/14/MCW H43/28D M562 (GYE 
562W) has come from London North to replace M400 
(GYE 400W). 


Arriva Midland AA 
(Midland Red North) 


Former Londonlinks Volvo Citybus/East Lancs 2039 
(H649 GPF) is in service at Tamworth and is confirmed 
now to H45/34F layout. Also in stock are former London 
Country Leyland Olympian/ECW H43/29F B275 LPH 
and Roe H43/29F-bodied A146/59 FPG, all stored at 
Cannock or Lichfield. 


Arriva Northumbria AA 


New are DAF SB220/Northern Counties Prestige B39F 
702-7 (S702-7 KFT) at Jesmond for service M55 and 
the 42-group of services to Cramlington. 


Recent double-deckers acquired are former London & 
Country Volvo Olympian YN2RV/East Lancs H44/30F 
421-9 (M685-93 HPF), to replace five Bristol VRs, 
several E-registered Metroriders and the remaining pair 
of Mercedes-Benz minis. First of many much older 
MCW Metrobuses surplus from London North and 
London South to migrate northwards have now 
received, in the shape of DR101/2/MCW H43/28D BYX 
210/48/77V, DR101/12 GYE 402W and DR101/14s 
KYO 624/43/6/98, 753X, all arriving in as-withdrawn 
London condition. These are expected to be 
replacements for Leyland Fleetlines 592-9 and 

more VRs. 


North East Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW H43/31F 822 
(MEF 822W) is still on loan, renumbered 1822 to avoid 
confusion with Metrorider 822 (as if!). 


The remaining few Bristol LH6Ls, 624/31/3/4/6/8 (NGR 
685P, VDV 125S, LPT 701/7T, MPT 712T, AFB 593V), 
are now renumbered 191-6 respectively in order to 
clear the 6xx fleetnumber series. 


Repaints into Arriva turquoise have been proceeding 
apace with Leyland Tigers 214-8, Optare Deltas 
251/2/5/6/9/60/2, Olympians 303/5/8-10/70/1, 402/8/9 
and MetroRiders 813/5/7/54/62-4/6/8/9/71 and 915-23 
dealt with. 


Arriva Yorkshire AA 
(West Riding) 


Further DAF DEO2GSSB220/Alexander ALX300 B42F 
are 472-91 (S472-91 ANW), all for Yorkshire (West 
Riding) stock. 462-71 were reported earlier as R462-71 
KWT, and these are correctly S462-71 GUB. 469 
onward carry new-style small fleetnames above side 
windows in readiness for route branding, 469/72/73/5- 
82 receiving this for services 126/127 (Wakefield- 
Dewsbury). Earlier 450-9 are branded for services 
201/202/203 (Leeds-Huddersfield). A new coach is 
DAF DE33WSSB3000/Van Hoo! C46Ft 32, but as is 
common for some Yorkshire fleets, its registration has 
not been reported. 

Leyland Lynxes 316-8/23/4 are now route-branded for 
services 410-414 (Leeds-Doncaster) with 315/9-22/5-7 
to follow suit. Volvo B10Bs 416-20/2/3/5/6/8-30/3 are 
now branded for service 110 (Leeds-Hall Green). Belle 
Isle-based B10Bs 416-33 are all in Arriva turquoise. 
More double-deckers withdrawn are Leyland Olympians 
511/6/30/1/3/43/4/6/50/1/67/76 and 605 (CWR 
511/6/30Y, EWX 531/3/43Y, 544 WRA, EWW 
546/50/1Y, A567/76 NWX), but 520 (CWW 520Y) and 
530 have since been returned to service. Also 
withdrawn are Leyland Lynxes 254/6-64 (E254 

TUB etc). 

Olympians 511/4/5/8/9 are now with Scotland West, 
516/43/4 and 605 moving to The Shires, whilst Lynxes 
254/8/62 are now with Lynx-collecting Cymru, as are 
Olympians 531/67. 


Aston Express, Killamarsh 


Dennis Dart R567 UOT is back in service after 
accident repairs. 


Bakers, Biddulph 


New here is Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814 coach 
3102 RU. 


Barnsley & District ¥! 


Ex-Nottingham Leyland National 2s GTO 702/10V are 
in service, numbered 214/5. GTO 705/7V are under 
preparation while NTV 729M is numbered 160 and is 
now B44DL. Leyland Nationals 110/20 (SWE 4388S, 
NWG 418R) have been cannibalised. 


Bebb, Llantwit Fardre 


New Volvo B10M-62 Expressliners S36, 45-48 UBO are 
now confirmed as C44Ft for Rapide services, S49, 51- 
53 UBO C49Ft for non-Rapide work. 


Big Red Bus, Swanage 


A former London RCL-class AEC Routemaster is to be 
operated during the 1999 season on a tour of the 
Purbecks. The 1998 season saw this (unreported thus 
far) specimen also operating evening tours such as 
Lulworth to Tyneham producing the unusual spectacle 
of a double-decker on Whiteway Hill. 


Black Prince Buses, Morley 


Recent acquisitions are Scania BR112DH/Northern 
Counties H43/30F 461/2 (FWH 461/2Y), rather non- 
standard vehicles with Stagecoach Manchester but 
which have served their time nonetheless, dovetailing 
with this fleet's penchant for the breed. Black Prince 
fleetnames have been affixed to Stagecoach colours. 


Dennis Dart SLF R438 FTU has been on long-term 
loan from Cheshire Bus & Coach (dealer), but has now 
returned, passing to Bluebird of Middleton shortly after. 
Volvo Ailsa V2 (A102 SUU) has been withdrawn and 
sold to Isle Coaches of Owston Ferry. Marshall-bodied 
Scania BR112DHs 87 and 90 (JBO 87, 90W) have also 
been withdrawn, but twins 98 and 100 (PTG 98, 100Y) 
are now transferred back from the associated Leeds 
Suburban fleet, which now comprises just ex-Newport 
Scania saloons 10, 14-16 and double-deckers 97 

and 99. 

Scania 83 (JBO 83W) has passed to Whiting, 
Ferrybridge (dealer) for scrap after cannibalisation, as 
has Metro-Scania saloon PGC 204L, only used as a 
source of spare parts here. 


Brighton & Hove 


Dennis Lance 103 (N503 KCD) is now in standard red 
ex-burgundy livery. Convertible open-top Bristol 
VRT/SL3 619 (UWV 619S) has been re-roofed for use 
this winter. Scania 779 (R879 HCD) is now fitted with 
an experimental Powerblind indicator display. 


The company is congratulated on again winning the top 
award from the National Federation of Bus Users, with 
considerations such as vehicle appearance, staff 
helpfulness, timekeeping and publicity closely 
scrutinised for this. 

Real time information displays are to be introduced at 
St Peter's Church, London Road, Oxford Street and 
Open Market, with all vehicles allocated to services 
10/10A, 49/49A and 50/50A equipped. The scheme will 
be extended if successful. 


Brown, Barway 

A rare purchase is Quest 80/Plaxton C53F A810 AEL 
ex-Beestons of Hadleigh, Suffolk, less so being Bristol 
VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW H43/31F FRP 908T ex-Sovereign 
and FWR 216T ex-Bailey, Hucknall. 

Caetano-bodied Bedford YNT RAY 160W has been 
sold to Lloyds, Loughborough (dealer) for scrap. 


February 1999 


Burtons, Haverhill 


Newly-awarded Suffolk County Council Travelink bus 
services are now being worked using new Mercedes- 
Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton Beaver 2 B31F $101-3 VBu. 
MK Metro Mercedes-Benz 811D/Optare StarRider 
B26F 76, 78 and 80 (F920/06 YWY, G118 KUB) were 
hired prior to their delivery. 


C&G Coaches, Chatteris 


Further Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW H43/31F are ONH 
926V and VVV 948W ex-Huntington & District and both 
new to United Counties, which are expected to see the 
withdrawal of now-rare Scania-MCW Metropolitan 
BR112DHs GJF 274N ex-Leicester and OUC 100R ex- 
London. 

Former Ribble and Southend highbridge Bristol 
VRT/SL3 LHG 440T is now re-registered PIL 6952, 
uncommon East Lancs-bodied sister GHB 86W 
becoming PIL 6950. 


Cedric, Wivenhoe 


Former MTL Leyland Olympian ACM 710X is now in 
use after storage for four months after acquisition. 
Recently-acquired Bristol VRT/SL3 FKM 881V and 
Olympians A278 ROW and B109 LPH are now the only 
non OPO-equipped double-deckers. 


Chelmsford Taxis 


The first full-sized vehicle is Bedford YLQ/Duple 
KRS 537V. 

New taxi-buses are 11-seat Ford Transits S360-4 
SNO. Several Transits in the fleet carry rear-end 
Contravision advertising — for Essex Radio (R451 
EVW, R675/7 FTW), Essex Chronicle (R696/9 FTW), 
Writtle College (R678/9 FTW) and Taylor First 
Hairdressers (S361 SNO). 


CMT, Liverpool 


The age profile of this fleet continues to drop; the latest 
additions are 10 Wright Renown B44F-bodied Volvo 
B10BLEs, S447-56 KCW. These are additional to the 
existing fleet, which now stands at 72, of which 32 are 
low-floor. 


Coach Stop, Leigh-on-Sea 
New deliveries are Bova FHD12-340/C49Ft S901 GUB 


and MAN 24.400/Noges S602-4 VAY, the first of which 
is C32F, the others C47Ft. 


Cygnet, Darton 


Now in stock from Clydeside, but new to Northern 
Scottish and later with McGills of Barrhead is Leyland 
National 2 NL106L11/1R/B44F 36 (KRS 566V, 

GSO 2V), and former Fife B52F NL116L11/1R 

RGS 816V. 

ECW-bodied Leyland Leopard 31 (BKR 835Y) did not 
stay long and has gone to Fleetline Coaches of 
Wexford, whilst Duple-bodied Leopard 15 (LPY 457W) 
is with Lynches Coaches of Waterford. 


D&T Coaches, Wakefield 


Former Wallace Arnold/Southend Leyland 
Leopard/Duple XWX 184S is now in stock, along with 
Leyland Tiger/Duple TO! 6513 (USV 625, B208 AFV). 


Dartline, Exeter 
New here are Iveco 59.12/Marshall S$924/6 KOD. 


Delta, Stockton 


The remaining Bristol RE saloons are to remain in 
service until July this year. All are now in drab 
allover red. 


Downham Market Playbus 


Association 


Former City of Oxford Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW 
WUD 494W is in use. 


Dudley’s, Inkberrow 


Former Shearings Plaxton Paramount 3200-bodied 
Leyland Tiger E675 UNE is strikingly finished with 
waistrail pictures on both sides of attractions to which 
daily excursions are run. 


Dukes Transport, Glos 


New Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton Beaver 2 
S750 RNE is at work here. For contracts, Optare 
MetroRider MRO3/B26F H156/8 UUA are now in stock 
ex-London Central, similar H175 WWT recently working 
on behalf of Red & White on service 34. 


Group codes 


AA — Arriva 
Passenger 
Services 

BL — Blazefield 
Holdings 

EY — EYMS Group 

FB — First Bus 

GA — Go-Ahead 
Group 

MT — MTL 
Holdings 

NX — National 
Express 

ST — Stagecoach 
Holdings 

YT — Yorkshire 
Traction 


Opposite: 

Quite an 
extraordinary 
recipient of Arriva’s 
London livery of red 
and Cotswold stone 
is Arriva Kent & 
Sussex (or Maidstone 
& District, if that 
means nothing to 
you!) Northern 
Counties-bodied 
Leyland Olympian 
5901 (G901 SKP). 
This is used on the 
former Kentish Bus 
service 402 
(Bromley-Sevenoaks- 
Tunbridge Wells), 
which is an LT 
contract, though 
doesn’t go within 
about 12 miles of 
the LT ‘red’ zone. 
NICK COLEMAN 


left: 

Arriva Kent & Sussex 
has also recently 
received some 
Dennis/Plaxton Dart 
SPDs for Maidstone 
Park-&-Ride. 

NICK COLEMAN 


Al 


ENGLAND & WALES 


Cygnet of Darton 
trades as Barnsley 
Omnibus, using a 
red and cream 
livery reminiscent 
of Yorkshire 
Traction in BET 
days. It is currently 
buying Leyland 
National 2s; 

RGS 816V was 
new to Fife Scottish. 
AIDEN PROCTOR 


A2 


Eastbourne Buses 


DAF SB220LF demonstrator R32 GNW was allocated 
fleetnumber 35 for its trial period. 

Remaining Leyland Olympian 57 (E857 DPN) now has 
its livery modified at the front to match the fleet of new 
DAF DB250/Optare Spectras. 


Co-operation locally to lessen the effect of staff 
shortages with South Coast Buses has seen a variety 
of vehicles appearing on that company’s work, 
including Spectra 74 on services 711/712 and 1967 
Leyland Titan PD2A/30 82 (DHC 782E) on services 16 
and 216. 


AEC Regent V formerly 61 (JJK 261) has been 
reduced to a chassis by Norths of Sherburn-in-Elmet, 
whilst 65 (JJK 265) is now in use as the Montford Café 
on the A5 between Oswestry and Shrewsbury. 


East End, Clydach 


This fleet is probably the last to operate the now-rare 
Seddon RU in any quantity; from a total of 16 acquired 
in recent years, 10 have now been withdrawn and 
cannibalised but former Burnley & Pendle Seddon 
B46F-bodied RHG 314K, former Fylde Borough 
Seddon B51F-bodied STJ 847/50L and former 
Darlington Pennine B47D-bodied WHN 462/3/8M 
remain in stock. 


The Bristol VR is standard double-decker here, with 
VRT/SL2s HBD 165/6N ex-United Counties, HDL 410N 
ex-Southern Vectis along with VRT/SL3s OVV 847R, 
RRP 861R ex-United Counties and RPR 715R and 
VPR 4898S ex-Solent Blue Line operated. 


East Yorkshire EY 


Fifteen Northern Counties Palatine I|-bodied Volvo 
Olympians are reported due as 632-46, to follow 

from Palatine Is 622-31 (S622-31 MKH) of which 622- 
30 are confirmed as being in traditional indigo and 
primrose, dedicated to the 56 group of services, 631 
being maroon. 


Leyland Olympians 560/3-5 (H160 BKH, J563-5 HAT) 
are now in standard maroon/cream, ex-indigo/primrose 
(560 front only, rest as overall advertisement for 
Princes Quay Shopping Centre) with 566-9 expected to 
follow. Northern Counties Palatine |l-bodied Volvo 
Olympian 585 (N585 BRH) is now in Classic Line livery 
to supplement the six Alexander Royale-bodied 
Olympians 598-608 (N598/9 BRH, A10 EYD, N601-3 
BRH) based at Driffield for this Hull-Scarborough 
service. 585 replaces Palatine ‘l’-bodied 582 (K582 
RRH) which was never branded for the service and is 
now employed in Hull. The influx of Olympians from 
Eastbourne has enabled a cull of Hull Bristol VRs, such 
that these are more confined to peak and schools work. 
A fleet of school buses includes Bristol VRT/SL3s 
507/15 and 718 (JKH 507V, PAG 515W, BPT 918S) 
and rebodied Leyland Atlanteans 917-20/31-3 (NJl 
1250-3, FBZ 2931-3). 718 retains Scarborough & 
District livery. 

New Optare Excels 295/6 (S295/6 RAG) carry Park & 
Ride rainbow decals as does ex-demonstrator 297 
(P447 SWX). 


Ebley Coaches 


Recent acquisitions are former AA Buses, Ayr Leyland 
National 2 NL116AL11/1R/B52F LSJ 872W and similar 
NL116HLXCT/1R/B52F A523 YSD, both now in livery, 
LSJ named Felix. A523 YSD is now fitted with a 
naturally-aspirated Gardner 6HLXB engine rather than 
its original turbocharged 6HLXCT unit. Former Brighton 
Blue Bus Leyland National 2 XFG 30Y is also freshly 
outshopped and named Sylvester. 


Emsworth & District, Southbourne 


Not previously reported is the notable return to service 
last year of former London MB-class 1970 AEC Swift 
4MP2R/Marshall B46F AML 30H, which had been 
withdrawn in October 1995. SMS-class 4MP2R4/Metro- 
Cammell-Weymann B33D EGN 6374 is also owned, 
having been acquired from ICI, Stevenston where it had 
been in non-psv use. Leyland Fleetline OJD 190R is 
now in full fleet livery. 


Ensignbus, Purfleet 


MCW Metrobus Mk2 DR102/44/MCW DPH39/27F 
144/6 (A144/6 AMO) are now in stock after only brief 
use by London Pride on sightseeing work, 144 initially 
stored and 146 in use from Purfleet. Former London 
General Metrobus DR101/12/MCW H43/28D M242 
(BYX 242V) is now converted to open-top and at work 
in Seville, renumbered 304 and sister DR101/9 M45 
(WYW 45T) is being converted to open-top and will be 
numbered 305. 


Former AA Buses, Ayr Leyland National 2s 487/95 
(FSD 687V, JSD 595W) are now transferred to 
operational stock (ex-sales stock) and are initially 
unlicensed at Ramsgate. 


MCW Metroliner 500 (C811 JGR) has been withdrawn 
and is now delicensed at Purfleet with sister 501 (C163 
UHN). Ford Transit 527 (K165 VFJ) has passed to West 
Malling Travel, 830 (L830 MJN) to Chariots, Stanford-le- 
Hope. 


The fleet numbering rationale here is: 


100 — double-decker buses 
200 — coaches 

300 — open-top double-deckers 
400 — single-decker buses 

500 — short-term vehicles 

800 — ancillary service vehicles 


Six lefthand drive MAN double-deckers are now in 
stock from London Pride (ex-Berlin 3061/77, 
3143/84/7/96), along with Alexander-bodied Metrobus 
119 (UWW 519X) and MCW-bodied ex-Derby Metrobus 
112 (GRA 102V) from First Capital. Former Hull 
Metrobuses LAT 512V, SAG 518/9/21/3W, Stagecoach 
Manchester GBU 22V, MRJ 41-3/5W, ORJ 74/7/9, 80, 
94W, SND 106/11/6/9/25/32/41X, ANA 160/4/5Y and 
ex-London General WYW 56T, BYX 190/1, 231/67/75, 
303V were all in sales stock recently as were most 
unusual lefthand drive articulated Heuliez 17, 20 and 
23 (1193-KG-13, 1195-KG-13, 1207-KG-13) from 
Marseilles and, by contrast, right-hand drive ex-Capital 
Citybus articulated Leyland-DABs RLN 233/8W. 


Epsom Coaches 


Two Berkhof-bodied Dennis Javelins are on order, one 
Axial 50 and one Radial. 


New Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton Beaver 2 
B27F are S451-5 LGN (allocated to K9 and K10), 
which carry QL symbols as indication of the company’s 
‘Quality Line’ branding. Further, new Varios $311/3 
DLG are on loan from Mistral UK (previously Cheshire 
Bus & Coach). A batch of new Dennis Dart SLFs is 
expected as Metrorider replacements on Epsom Buses’ 
London Transport services. 


First Badgerline FG 


Bath has managed to retain the services of just three 
remaining Bristol VRT/SL8s from the recent cull, 
5534/51/62 (EWS 742W, KOO 792V, XHK 221X). 
5531/60/4 (EWS 739W, STW 33W, XHK 227X) have 
been repanelled and repainted in Durbins’ white and 
blue livery, allowing 5117, 5501/3 (RHT 511S, LEU 
262P, WKO 131S) to be withdrawn and sold to Munden, 
Bristol (dealer). 5541 (EWS 749W) is also earmarked 
for Durbin. 


First Bradford &G 


New Volvo Olympians 5654-8 were re-registered S654- 
8 NUG prior to intended use, with original marks 
voided. Recently-delivered 5636-58 have not been 
placed in service here, being initially stored. 5652-8 
have now been despatched to First Manchester at 
Bolton, which is in turn releasing Volvo B10B saloons 
here instead. Olympians built to become 5659-63 are 
now expected to be delivered direct to Manchester, 
where it has been found that B10B single-deck capacity 
has been inadequate on service 100 (Cannon Street- 
Trafford Shopping Centre), 


Volvo B10BLE/Wright B41F received from Manchester 
in exchange for the Olympians are 1040-9 (S658-65/7/8 
RNA). 

The remaining new Scania L113CRLAA/Wright Axcess- 
ultralow B40F are now in stock, those originally built to 
be 8443-8 having been transferred to Midland Bluebird, 
their replacements being S443, 644, 445-8 BSG; 
thanks to Jack Ingall for writing to confirm 8444’s 
registration. 


Leyland Atlantean 6173 (WNW 1738S) has gone to 
PVS, Carlton (dealer). 


First Calderline FG 


An additional Leyland Fleetline placed in service here 
is former Lancashire United FESOAGR/Northern 
Counties H43/32F 7257 (DWH 701W) from First 
Manchester, whilst former GM Buses Leyland Atlantean 
7246 (BVR 677) is now reinstated for further service at 
Halifax. 709D 2293 (N293 JUG) has been away on loan 
to Bradford. 


Former York 1977 Leyland Leopard PSU3E/4R 1597 
(ABR 8698), fitted with a Plaxton Derwent II B55F body 
in 1990, is now a driver trainer, renumbered 9397 and 
in special livery with blue lower panelling and centre 
section yellow in usual shades. 


Volvo Olympians 5303/5/8-10 (L305 PWR etc) are 
latest of this class to be withdrawn and despatched 
ready-painted to Eastern National. 


Notable withdrawals are of 1998 Mercedes-Benz Varios 
2401-4 (R401-4 HYG), along with earlier 1996 709Ds 
2201-6 (M201-6 VWU), both small sub-batches being 
non-standard as they are not fully automatic. 2201 is 
now with First Glasgow. Leyland Fleetline 7239 (TWH 
695T) has passed to PVS, Carlton (dealer). 


First Capital FG 


Further transfers from Thamesway are Mercedes-Benz 
709D/Reeve Burgess Beaver B23F 253/5 (F253/5 
RHk). 

Transferred Thamesway stock is now renumbered viz: 


Mercedes-Benz L608Ds 231/4/5 (D231/4/5 PPU) to 
931/4/5, 2252 (C230 HCV) to 932 

Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 251/3/5 (F251 NJN, F253/5 
RHK) to 561/3/2 

Mercedes-Benz 609D 264 (D761 KWT) to 564 
Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 301-6 (H301-6 LPU) to 581-6, 
336/7 (H345/7 LJN) to 936/7, 388-93/5 (H388 MAR etc) 
to 588-93/5, 396 (K396 GHJ) to 596 

Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814Ds 411-9 (R411-9 VPU) 
to 571-9 

Mercedes-Benz 811Ds 800-4 (F800-4 RHK) to 
600/6/7/3/4 

Dennis Darts 973-86 (N973-86 EHJ) to 773-86 


Earlier acquisitions from Thamesway, 709Ds 
245/6/54/6-8 (F245/6 MVW, F254/6-8 RHK) are 
similarly renumbered 565/9/70/66-8 respectively and 
394 (H394 MAR) is now 594 too. The ex-Thamesway 
vehicles are to be repainted in the ‘mainly-red’ standard 
livery, Mercedes-Benz 604 and Darts 776/82 being first. 


Ex-Thamesway Dennis Darts 901-6 (K901-6 CVW) are 
reported earmarked for a Docklands Light Railway rail- 
replacement contract between Island Gardens and 
Crossharbour, in operation whilst the DLR is extended 
to Lewisham. However, while 906 has been used here, 
902 has already been noted with Blue Bus (see 
Eastern Counties notes). 


Dennis Arrow 418 has been down-seated to H49/27D 
(ex-H49/28D). Former Derby MCW Metrobus 112 (GRA 
102V) has been withdrawn and sold to Ensign, 
Rainham (dealer) whilst all remaining ex- 
Merseyside/Kelvin Dennis Dominators, 185/7-9/99 and 
201 (DEM 83X, CHF 347-9/53X) have also been 
dispensed with. 201 is now employed by the Driving 
Test Centre at Enfield, but was repainted in latest First 
Capital red/yellow livery before sale, thus causing some 
confusion as to its ownership. 


First CentreWest FG 


Thirteen Marshall Capital-bodied Dennis Dart SLFs are 
due for delivery between January and April this year for 
use on services 336, R3 and R4 at Orpington (as MM- 
class replacements), to be followed by a substantial 
batch of 42 dual-door 9.2m SLFs for services 28, 31 
and 228 from this spring. Meanwhile Dennis Dart 
SLF/Marshall Capital DML241-5 (S241-5 KLM) have 
been diverted to Western National, and went straight to 
Camborne in allover London red. 


BUSES 


Dennis Dart DW75 (JDZ 2375) is now on long-term 
loan to London Buslines. MCW Metrobus driver trainers 
M1380 and M1420 (C380, 420 BUV) now wear red and 
yellow training livery. 

Further Mercedes-Benz 811Ds passing to Western 
National are MA70, 72, 85 and 101 (F670/2/85 

XMS, VLT 31). 


First CityLine FG 


New here are Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer 2 B40F 
1720-5 (S720-5 AFB), for service 51. 


The last Bristol VRT/SL3s in service in their native city 
were 5073, 5140/7 and 5541 (MOU 747R, AHU 517V, 
AHW 198V, EWS 749W), teething problems with new 
Olympians enabling them to eke out some all-day work 
on services 41-45 initially. 5541 was the last to be 
withdrawn, a very notable loss given the distinguished 
history of the Bristol-ECW marque. It is expected that a 
batch of 26 withdrawn Bristol VRT/SL3s is to pass to 
Munden of Bristol for onward export to Pakistan, where 
the Punjab Government is apparéntly seeking some 
200 double-deckers. It will be interesting to see how 
well the breed contends with such operating conditions. 


Dennis Darts 1561-4 (N561-4 LHU) have passed to 
Western National. 


First Cymru FG 
Further Mercedes-Benz 811D/Carlyle B29F acquired 


from Provincial are. H173/5/9, 788 GTA, bringing the 
tally to 15 of these received from that source. 


It is reported the Eastern National KSW Preservation 
Group has made an offer for 1953 KSW5G open-topper 
500 (WNO 484), which has now been here longer than 
in its native Essex. The group intends is to cannibalise 
it for spares for its own KSW open-topper. 


First Eastern Counties FG 


Former Thamesway Dennis Dart 9SDL3016/Plaxton 
Pointer B35F 902 (K902 CVW) is now at work with 
Blue Bus, numbered 2000. Ex-Trent Leyland Olympian 
97 (A711 DAU) has been placed in traffic in full 

Trent livery. 


Although there has been a flood of acquired vehicles of 
late, Bristol VRs 189/99, 213/6/8-20/2- 
5/9/30/3/4/6/9/40/2/3/6-50/2-5/7-73/5-7/81 -8/90/2/4/7, 
302-10/9-22/4/5/7-30/6/7/40 remained in stock as at 
November last, representing one of the largest groups 
of VRs (and thereby, Bristol chassis more notably) still 
in normal service. In all, 329 VRs have been operated 
by Eastern Counties, the last two acquisitions, 319/40 
(GGM 90, 89W) from BeeLine only being last year. 
Thanks to The Bus Club for its Bristol head-count! 


Leyland National 2 619 has been under cannibalisation 
at Lowestoft, but 621 (MDS 861V) has now departed. 


First Eastern National FG 


Latest deliveries are reported as Dennis Dart 
SLF/Plaxton Pointer 2 B37F 729-38 (S729-38 TWC). 
729-31 are at Chelmsford, 731 as a Diamond Service 
spare vehicle (having indicator displays for other 
services), whilst 732-8 have gone straight to Eastern 
Counties on loan, 733/5-7 noted at Ipswich and 734 at 
King’s Lynn. 

The trickle of former Rider Group Volvo 
Olympian/Northern Counties Palatine H47/29F 
continues, with 4305/9/10/4 (L305 PWR etc) latest to 
arrive, 4305/9 now at allocated to Colchester, 4310/4 
(and 4308) at Dovercourt. 


Ancillary Bedford YMT/Plaxton C53F 9020 (VIB 9308, 
SJK 9388S) came from Chalkwell of Sittingbourne. 
Initially at least, it retains Chalkwell’s white, red and 
black livery. 


Bishop’s Stortford is now allocated Darts 729/30, 
2802/13-5 and Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 2603/4/6/7 in the 
fashion of an outstation of Chelmsford, from which 
substitutes are drawn for maintenance etc. Coach- 
seated Olympians 4019/21 (C419/21 HJN) are now 
moved to Chelmsford to cover needs there to replace 
long-wheelbase Olympian coaches now withdrawn, 
joined by ex-Rider bus-seated 4024/5. 


Withdrawals are Mercedes-Benz 330 (H338 LJN), 
Leyland Tiger 1129 (B697 WAR), Leyland National 
1921 (JHJ 147V), Bristol VRT/SL8s 3220/9/34 (WTH 
949T, PWY 44W, NUM 339V) and another of the few- 
remaining ECW-bodied Leyland Olympian coaches, 
4501 (B689 BPU). VR 3110 (XHK 215X) is now in 
Reserve, sisters 3069 and 3222/6 (KOO 787V, BEP 
963V, DWU 2987) being transferred to Thamesway. 


Disposals are of Mercedes-Benz 709D 334 (H343 LJN) 
to Eastern Counties with more to follow; the last 
remaining Tiger, 1129 (B697 WAR), to Stephensons, 
Rochford (dealer); Leyland National 1833 (VAR 899S) 
to a preservation owner; Bristol VRs 3127, 3221/33 
(XHK 232X, WHT 958T, LUA 717V) to Hardwick, 
Carlton (dealer) for scrap and Olympian coach 4501 
(B689 BPU) also to Stephensons. 


Leyland Tiger 1128 (B696 WAR) has been noted at 
work in Leamington Spa, still in full Eastern National 
livery; it was operating a service normally worked by 
Newmark Coaches of Stratford-upon-Avon. 


The ECW-bodied RELH6G with uniquely-modified body 
as a forerunner for the B51-type body, 1402 (VHK 
177L) is happily now in preservation with Bristol 
Interest Circle member Steve Graham, after a period 
with Northern Bus. Happily it is now registered as 
shown, discarding its former cherished 929 CVJ. 
Remarkably, the second Eastern National Leyland 
National to pass into preservation this month is former 
1707 (WNO 556L), latterly with Ludlows of Halesowen 
and now with a new owner in King’s Lynn. 


The former Maldon bus station and depot have now 
been demolished, MN being once renowned as the 
Eastern National ‘graveyard’ for withdrawn vehicles, 
which in Tilling green-liveried days would uniquely 
appear there with cream bands painted bright red prior 
to disposal. 


WAMEUS 


First Huddersfield FG 


DAF SB220LT550/Northern Counties B49F M846/50 
RCP are on lease from Arriva Bus & Coach, Gomersal 
(dealer), via Plaxtons, to cover for Plaxton Verde- 
bodied Dennis Lances which are having work done on 
them by Plaxtons. They are painted allover white and 
have First fleetnames and carry temporary 
fleetnumbers 9976/7 respectively. Dennis Lance 9978 
(P87 BPL), also on loan from Plaxtons, has now been 
returned. Dennis Lances 4019/28/49/53 (M419/28 
VWW, N449/53 JUG) have been briefly on loan to First 
York at different times. 


Leyland Atlanteans 6194/9 (JUM 194/9V) have been 
transferred to the driver training school and 
renumbered 9390/1. 9390 is now in dark blue, with 
cream from the top of its lower saloon windows to the 
bottom of the upper saloon windows; initially, 6199 did 
not carry its new fleetnumber and retained Yorkshire 
Rider livery. 


First Leeds FG 


A batch of 12 Optare Solo M850/B27F for Quickstep 
stock is mid-way through delivery with 2301-6 (S301-6 
EWW) received. The Solos are the first minibuses in 
First pastel livery, as they have wheelchair capability. 
Also new is Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer B33F 
3341 (S341 EWU), with reduced seating capacity and 
extra luggage space, delivered in white for use on 
Airport link service 757 (Leeds and Leeds-Bradford 
Airport), thereby replacing earlier 3337. 


More new vehicles are Scania L94UB/Wright Floline 
B40F 8101/2 (S101/2 CSG), first of the 1999 deliveries 
to be received. 


Volvo B10BLE/Alexander ALX300 B41F demonstrator 
S376 MVP has been on loan at Kirkstall and used on 
services 74-76 (Moor Grange/Middleton) still carrying 
Ulsterbus fleetnumber 2018 from its loan there. It is in 
blue and grey livery. First Manchester's articulated 
Volvo saloon 2001 (S111 FML), which featured on our 
cover in December, has been at Kirkstall Road for 
inspection and an un-registered Mercedes-Benz Vario 
0.814/Plaxton Beaver 2 B27F similarly. 


A pioneering conversion is of Leyland Olympian 5152 
(F152 XYG) with a turbocharged Scania engine; it has 
also been retrofitted with corporate First pastel interior 
trim. MCW Metrobus 7535 (CUB 535Y) is another to 
receive a blank rear-end with lower saloon rear window 
panelled over. 


Leyland Atlanteans are now having their Yorkshire 
Rider livery smartened with partial repainting, although 
ex-Quickstep 6158 (WNW 1588) is thought fully 
outshoppéd afresh. 


Volvo B10M-60s 1421/7/8 (H841 AHS, H114 UYG, 
H741 WWU) have been withdrawn and returned to 
Kirkby Central, Anston (dealer) and 1422 (L22 YRL) 
has been in use by the driver training school at 
Bramley. Wandering ex-Western National Dennis Lance 
SLF/Wright 4079 (M221 EAF) has been withdrawn and 
despatched to CentreWest. 


Withdrawn former London Country Leyland Atlantean 
6425 (EPH 227V) is now being cannibalised for spares, 
6426 (KPJ 253W) also now being taken out of service, 
sisters 6427/32 (KPJ 255/90W) having been last used 
recently at Bradford but now back at Bramley, 6427 out 
of use, but 6428/30-5 (KPU 257/61/3/90/1/2W, MPG 
293W) are all back at work after a little inactivity 
outside school term time, 6435 having been found 
useful by the driver training school at Bramley and 
6430/1/4 having gone on loan to First York briefly. 


Final phases 5 and 6 of the Guided Busway are now 
open, covering inward-bound vehicles between Allerton 
High School and the Ring Road as well as the Park & 
Ride car park. 


First Leicester FG 


The Bristol VRT has made its appearance here slightly 
late in the day, with Northampton’s 
VRT/SL3/6LXB/Alexander AL H45/27D 52 and 70 
(CNH 52T, VVV 70S) and East Lancs DPH43/27D- 
bodied 75 (ABD 75X) appearing for schools work. 


First Mainline FG 


The 23 Wright Renown B43F-bodied Volvo B10BLEs, 
791-813, are being delivered for service 52 (Crookes- 
Woodhouse). Those noted so far are 791-9, 801-4 
(S791 RWG etc). They are in First pastel colours and, 
notably, carry First Sheffield fleetnames. In 
consequence, numerous Volvo B10Ms are losing 
service 52 branding. Volvo B10BLE/Alexander ALX300 
B44F demonstrator S376 MVP has been on trial on 
service 52 in a blue/silver livery (and with Ulsterbus 
legal lettering). It was allocated temporary fleetnumber 
2015 for its stay in Sheffield. 


Fifteen articulated saloons are due here this year, 
apparently additional vehicles to the First Group order 
for 40 of these unfamiliar beasts. The new Volvo B7L 
underframe is to be the basis for those here. 


Group codes 


AA — Arriva 
Passenger 
Services 

BL — Blazefield 
Holdings 

EY — EYMS Group 

FB — First Bus 

GA — Go-Ahead 
Group 

MT — MTL 
Holdings 

NX — National 
Express 

ST — Stagecoach 
Holdings 

YT — Yorkshire 
Traction 


Cornish operator 
Hamblys of Pelynt 
has this Plaxton 
Beaver 2-bodied 
Mercedes Vario, 
$100 PAF, which 
was new last 
summer. 


MARK BAILEY 


A recent addition to the 
fleet of KMP, Llanberis, 
is $377 MCC, an 
Alexander ALX200- 
bodied Dennis Dart SLF. 
JOHN YOUNG 
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FLEETNEWS 
ENGLAND & WALES 


Showing evidence 
of the recent 
takeover by 
FirstGroup is 

Timeline Alexander 
Dash-bodied Volvo 
Bé 202 

(M202 LNC), seen 
at Wigan with First 
Manchester 
fleetnames. 

JOHN ALDRIDGE 
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Meanwhile, the first dedicated Leyland Tiger to appear 
is former Eastern National/South Wales 
TRCTL11/3R/Duple Dominant C53F HHJ 379Y, now 
altered to maximum-capacity B65F with 3+2 seating — 
something now abandoned even in Hong Kong! It is 
internally retrimmed to Mainline specification (red, 
yellow and grey moquette) and externally it is finished 
in unrelieved allover yellow paintwork. It was featured 
on the BBC TV Close Up North programme. 


Volvo B10Ms undergoing repaint are now emerging in 
simplified livery without silver/blue bands, 
605/15/22/40/2/4/52/6/91/2, 703/30/45/55 being early 
examples. Renaults 368/70 have deeper red skirts, now 
extending up to bumper-top level. 


Dennis Dominators 2180/1/5 are now reinstated for 
further service, but Dominator 9111 is now transferred 
from Reserve to the driver training school. Leyland 
Atlantean driver trainers 9108/14/5 have been away on 
loan to First York. 


Dominator 2465 is another to disgrace itself by catching 
fire, this example being from an electrical shortcoming. 
Earlier fire victim 2363 has now been taken away by 
PVS, Carlton (dealer) for scrap (along with Dodge mini 
245). 


Dominators 2136/61/79-82/4/5 and MCW Metrorider 
3011 have been withdrawn to Reserve, Dodge 216/47 
and Dominators 2179/83, 2265 and 2432/7 withdrawn 
for disposal, 247 after being struck by a minibus and 
2437 after suffering fire damage (the latter now under 
cannibalisation). Dominator 2404 and Volvo B10M 687 
unfortunately collided in Swallownest near Rotherham 
recently and are out of traffic as a result. MCW 
Metrobus 1859 has been reprieved from the disposal 
list and placed in Reserve. Leyland Titan tow-truck 
9010 is now out of use. 


Dodges 202/19/39/45/50/3, Dominators 
2113/21/8/37/8/42/5/56/66/7 1/6/8/88, 2265 and 2318/63 
have all been sold, whilst Metrobus 1945 has been 
noted donating parts to enable the repair of accident- 
damaged Rider Group Metrobus 7591. 


Current Reserve stock comprises Dodges 
204/16/27/9/30/3/47/52, Metrobus 1859, Dominators 
2116/29/36/61/84 and 2433/7, Metroriders 3005/8/11/2, 
Leyland Atlantean driver trainer 9106 and Dominator 
driver trainer 9110. Leyland Nationals 20, 21, 23, 26- 
30, Dodges 222/43/8, Metrobus 1945, Dominators 
2179/83/91, 2432 and Metrorider 3006 were on the 
disposal list at the same time. 


First Midland Red FG 


Mercedes-Benz L608D 1473 (D233 LCY) has been 
noted laid up and cannibalised at Kidderminster but 
similar 1493/4 (C213/4 HTH), also ex-SWT, are in 
service and livery at Kidderminster. 


First Northampton FG 


Bristol VR stock is now reported as reduced to 48- 
50/3/4/7/8 and 74, 76 (CNH 48-50/3/4/7/8T, ABD 74, 
76X) following the transfer of 52, 70 and 75 (CNH 52T, 
VVV 70S, ABD 75x) to Leicester for schools work, but 
former RoadCar/Lincoln 46, 47 (UFW 40, 41W) were 
still present at the end of November. 


First PMT FG 


Extraordinary additions to the fleet for a Merseytravel 
contract in Birkenhead are MTE251-6 (S251-6 AFA), 
which are lefthand drive Italian-built Technobus 
Gulliver/B9C electric minibuses, built in the style of a 
typical Italian citybus, in miniature. They are ina 
special white/yellow/black livery, their registrations 
being those reserved for the first Optare Solos here, 
due in 1998 but now delayed to 1999 delivery. 


Volvo B10M-60/Jonckheere Deauville P50 C55F 
SBV883 (TJI 4828, F758 OJH) is an acquisition from 
Bee Line, normally allocated to service X18 from 
Sheffield to Keele. From The Shires comes Leyland 
Tiger TRCTL11/3R/Plaxton Paramount 3200 E C57F 
CTL45 (A155 EPA), allocated to and carrying Flexi 
fleetnames and from Leicester comes Leyland Leopard 
PSU3E/4R/Alexander AYS DP53F TLL18 (EGB 50T) 
for use as a driver trainer. 


The Bristol Interest Circle notes that 18 Bristol 
VRT/SL3s remained in stock in early autumn (contrary 
to reports submitted which suggested that all were 
withdrawn), comprising DVG608/25, DVL701/23/5 (VCA 
452W, AHW 203V, GRF 701/7/8/15V, MFA 723V, NEH 
725W) at Crewe, DVG609/10/4 (VCA 464W, WTU 
465/83W) at Ellesmere Port, DVG611 (WTU 472W) at 
Rock Ferry (as trainer), DVG618, DVL709/29 (YBW 
489V, GRF 709V, NEH 729W) at Chester, DVL728/31 
(NEH 728/31W) at Burslem along with open-top 
DVG622 (GBF 78N). Interestingly, DVL709 still wears 
Pennine blue and yellow livery and DVG625 remains 
dual-door. 


Another PMT Knype-bodied Leyland Swift converted to 
a driver trainer is |WC316 (F316 REH), now 
renumbered TWC316 for this role. 

Erith Commercials (dealer) has taken redundant minis 
MMM839, 151/9, 213, 364, 450/8/61/5/6/9/71/6 and 
MRP501/6/8/9/1 1/3/5/20/5/8, whilst Bedford trainer 
TYB14 (RVO 786R) has gone to Fred Bailey, 
Droylesden for further non-PSV use. 


First Provincial FG 


Latest deliveries are Volvo B10BLE/Wright Renown 
B47F 351-4 (S351-4 NPO) at Hoeford. First delivered 
was 354, registered S353 NPO, but corrected before 
use. 


New Dennis Darts SLFs 610/2/5-23 are now route- 
branded for services 17/18. Former United States Air 
Force Dodge Commando G13/Reeve Burgess B39F 
967 (B631 XOW) is now in stock. 


Further withdrawals are of 307/12/4/7-9/25/7/36 (PCG 
920M, JPB 129/32P, RUF 37R, SPR 39, 40R, MOW 
637R, PTR 2388S, UPO 4437), Bristol VR 503 (RHT 
503S) and Mercedes-Benz 811Ds 803/5/9/13 
(H173/5/9, 788 GTA). However, 307/12/36 were quickly 
reinstated within days of withdrawal. 


Bristol VRT/SL3 506 (UVX 2S) has been on loan to 
Hampshire Constabulary for use in crash and rescue 
exercises, but the damaged remains have been 
returned and despatched to PVS, Carlton (dealer) for 
scrap. Sister 503 (RHT 503S) has gone on loan to 
Western National initially, but is now taken into stock 
there. Mercedes-Benz 811Ds 803/5/9/13 (H173/5/9, 
788 GTA) are now with First Cymru for further service. 


Leyland Nationals 314/8/51-3/6-62 (JPB 132P, SPR 
39R, KJD 528P, THX 115/31, 248S, YYE 276/8T, AYR 
331/41/4T, BYW 415V) all passed to PVS, Carlton 
(dealer) and are now scrapped. Happier news is that 
317 (RUF 37R) is now with preservationists in 
Chichester, who intend to return it to NBC green as 
Southdown 37. 


Both Provincial and Southampton now share the same 
General Manager, following recent changes. 


First Southampton &G 


Further Volvo/Wright B41F are 120/1 (S120/1 JTP), in 
First pastel colours and for services 17/17A. 


A group of five Dennis Darts, 301/3-6 are now ina 
special livery of pale blue, grey, First blue and magenta 
for use new ‘Uni-link’ services 101-195 linking the 
University with various points. 


Former Brewers Leyland National 2s 710/1 (AAE 
653/63V) are both now in red livery, but both appear 
little used, 710 being noted on driver training, 711 
reported with engine failure. 


The company has stated its intention to eliminate all 
remaining Leyland Atlanteans within the next two years. 
The oldest Atlantean remaining, 212 (MCR 212R) has 
been used for an accident exercise on the M271 and 
scrapped following this. However, a vehicle shortage 
has meant that the new Volvos have not prompted any 
further withdrawals — for now. 

Atlantean 167 (EOW 400L) has been acquired for 
preservation and is to be restored to original livery. 
Meanwhile, the entire Schoolbus fleet is freshly painted, 
Atlanteans 262/3 having recently been dedicated to this 
work. 


First Thamesway FG 


The days of the overall advertisement are now over 
here, with all vehicles in standard liveries, the only 
exception being Volvo B10M-62 606 (N606 APU) in its 
green/yellow/white scheme for the LTS Rail Link 
service. 


Mercedes-Benz 709D 255 (F255 RHK) and has been 
withdrawn for disposal, but Leyland National 1830 
(VNO 732S) has been reprieved from disposal to 
Reserve. Bristol VRT/SL3 3109 (UAR 599W) is also 
allocated to Reserve. 

Mercedes-Benz L608D 233 (D233 PPU) has passed to 
Hardwick, Carlton along with Leyland Nationals 1863 
and 1907 (YEV 321S, DAR 129T) and Bristol VRT/SL3 
3225 (AYG 850S). 709Ds 307/38-41 (H307/47-9/51 
LJN) have been sold to Eastern Counties, 338/40 now 
with the Flying Banana operation at Great Yarmouth. 
Dart 902 (K902 CVW) is at work with Blue Bus at Great 
Yarmouth, in Thamesway livery. 


First Western National FG 


Three new double-deckers are reported on order for 
early delivery this year, being the first double-deckers 
since Volvo Olympians 801-4 (K801-4 ORL) in 1993. 


New are Dennis Dart SLF/Marshall Capital 241-5 
(S241-5 KLM) at Camborne in allover London red, 
being diverted from the First Challenger operation and 
consequently carrying fleetnumbers DML241-5. These 
appeared in service without destination displays and 
minimal-size numerals too and these bring the low-floor 
tally at Camborne to 14 with the transfer of 413/25 
from Plymouth. 


Also new are Volvo B10M-62/Plaxton Premiere 2311-3 
(S311-3 SCV), replacing older 2249-51 (K249-51 PCV), 
returned to Roadlease, Anston (dealer) in September. 
Similar 2254-7 (L154-7 UCV) are next to go, shortly. 


Acquisitions are of Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW 
H43/31F PEU 518R ex-Cityline, similar RHT 593S from 
Provincial — with more from Badgerline expected; 
Dennis Dart/Plaxton Pointer B35F 466/8 (N562/4 LHU) 
from Cityline with N561/3 LHU to follow, at Plymouth as 
replacements for Carlyle-bodied Mercedes-Benz minis; 
Leyland Tiger TRCTL11/3R/Alexander C53F 2224 
(HHJ 373Y) from Eastern National, TRCTL11/R/Duple 
C55F A128 ESG ex-Kelvin, Leyland Leopard 
PSU3E/4R/Duple C49F HVG 803V from Northampton, 
Mercedes-Benz 709D/Reeve Burgess Beaver B25F 
658 (E288 VEP) from First Cymru and further 
Mercedes-Benz 811D/Alexander B28F F645/68 XMS, 
F948/51 BMS from CentreWest. The purchase of A128 
ESG and HVG 808V is subject to confirmation, whilst 
ex-CentreWest 811Ds F666/77, F706, 680/4 XMS are 
now numbered 5019-21/6/7. 


A new livery of silver-grey with blue lower parts and red 
divide is reported, Leyland Lynx 200 (E200 BOD) and 
the ex-Cityline Darts being early recipients. 


Further Leyland Olympians refurbished are 754/5 
(A754/5 VAF), 755 now in a special allover yellow with 
green livery for Cornwall College in Camborne, being 
very similar to Badgerline colours. 750 (A750 VAF) is 
confirmed retaining coach seats after refurbishment, 
but now has one upper deck front window ventilator 
removed. Bristol VRT/SL3 1220 (LFJ 867W) is now 
internally refurbished but unusually is not repainted. 


Vintage Bristol VRT/SL 1056 (OTA 290G), now believed 
the oldest ‘main-fleet’ VR still at work, managed its 
670-mile journey to and from Aberdeen without 
problem late last year. Paul Crate (amongst other 
useful news) corrects that convertible open-top 
VRT/SL3 941 (VDV 141S) did see open-top use on the 
St lves-Lands End service last summer as usual, being 
converted at St Austell, with its roof remaining in 
suspended situ there for all to see! 


First York FG 


New are Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer 2 B37F 
3342-4 (S342-4 EWU), in a special livery dedicated for 
service 99 to the McArthur Glen Designer Outlet at 
Naburn Village, comprising white with a red roof light 
purple skirt. They are branded ‘Designer Line 99’. 


Huddersfield Dennis Lance 11SDA3113/Plaxton B49F 
4031/7/43 (M431/7 VWW, N443 ENW), Calderline 
Leyland Fleetline ONLXB/1R/Roe H47/29F 5095 (A95 
KUM), Leeds Leyland Atlantean AN68B/1R/Roe 
H43/30F 6428 (KPJ 257W) and Mainline driver trainer 
AN68A/1R/Roe 9105/8/14 (VET 611S, XWG 624/31T) 
have been on loan here. Ex-Bradford 
AN68A/1R/Northern Counties H43/32F 6441 (ANA 
209T) is now converted as a permanent tuition vehicle 
(at Leeds) and is renumbered 9389 and is now in 
training red and cream livery. 

Leyland Fleetline 5196 (A600 NYG) has now lost York 
Corporation livery in favour of First York colours. 5197 
and 5521 (A601 NYG, B523 UWW) have revised livery 
style, with the thin green line above the skirt omitted. 
Overall advertisement Mercedes-Benz 709D 2222 
(M449 VWW) has unusually had its fleet liveried front 
end repainted in matching advertisement colours. 


The last two Bristol VRT/SL3s, 746/55 (PUM 149W, 
PWY 41W), soldier on. A further acquisition from 
Glenn Coaches of Wigginton was Leyland National 
10351B/1R/B41F BPL 488T. Following the takeover in 
July, Leyland Nationals XPC 15S, BPL 496T, DPH 
499T and FPR 64V were all withdrawn in the same 
month. 


Leyland Leopard 1597 (ABR 8698S) has gone to 
Calderline but Leyland National 2s 338 and 1332 
(SWX 538W, VWU 332X) have passed to North’s, 
Sherburn-in-Elmet for scrap. 


Fitzgerald, Beighton 

Former East Kent MCW Metroliner single-decker ESU 
247 has reverted to its original registration, FKK 847Y; 
ESU 247 is now carried by Berkhof-bodied Volvo 
previously XUX 167Y. 


Bova Europa EL26/581 PJY 534 (GGD 846x) has 
passed to Liddle of Auchinleck. 


Fourways Coaches, Leeds 


The first DAF SB2750RS midicoach for a British 
operator has been delivered to this 34-vehicle operator. 
It is S163 JUA and has Smit Stratos C40Ft bodywork. 


Golden Express, Bradford 


Former West Midlands MCW Metrobus DR104/8/MCW 
H43/30F GOG 227W is acquired. 


Go North East 


The first batch of eight new Optare Solos comprises 
448-55 (S248-55 KNL) for Go Wear Buses and based 
at Washington for that town’s intensive local services, 
455 being exhibited at Expocoach last autumn. 


A further two Leyland National 2s to benefit from major 
rebuild and interior refurbishment are 4674/84 (UPT 
674/84V), now with split-level entrance steps, Purmo 
heating (with roof pod removed) and a full 

seating retrim. 


Special needs-equipped and rebuilt Leyland National 
4634 (KBR 634T) mobility bus now sports an unusual 
version of Go Coastline livery in blue, red and yellow. 


MCW Metrorider 430 (D750 SJO) and Leyland 
Atlanteans 3451/80/2 and 3535 (AUP 351/80/2W, MBR 
435T) have been withdrawn. Atlantean 3459 (AUP 
359W) is now with Moordale Coaches of North Shields, 
3535 having been presented to the Herrington Burn 
YMCA for use on non-PSV activities. Leyland Olympian 
3604 (TY 404X) is now with Finglands of Rusholme 
and Atlanteans 3688 and 3732 (VFT 188T, YNL 232V) 
are now with Prentice of West Calder, 3703 (VFT 203T) 
with Liddell of Auchinleck, 3728 (YNL 228V) to 
Appleby's. Dennis Javelins 4796/7 (F556 NRG, G959 
WNR) and former OK Travel Leyland Tiger 9011 (XEF 
11Y) are now with Fowler of Holbeach Drove; Leyland 
Nationals 4828/58/9/61 (THX 190S, NRD 162M, 

OAE 759R, DDW 431V) are now with McKindless of 
Wishaw. 


Go-Whittle 


New Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer 2 S250/3 XUY 
are in operation here, whilst Mercedes-Benz Vario 
0.814/Plaxton Beaver 2 S310 BLG is reported on loan 
from Cheshire Bus & Coach. 

Acquisitions are former Ministry of Defence Dodge 
GO13 Commando/Wadham Stringer Vanguard B39F 
G844/7/9 LNP from Eastwood Commercials (dealer). 


Freight Rover Sherpa RCL 510 has been back to its 
original re-registered D255 OOd, withdrawn and sold. 


Guide Friday 


Managing Director Richard Leadbeater kindly confirms 
that his lefthand-drive open-top East Lancs Pyoneer- 
bodied Volvo Olympians now at work in Paris are 
055/41D with dual staircases. These stylish 12-metre 
vehicles feature standard upper saloon front windows 
and wear a light lime green and yellow livery, with grey 
skirt. Upper deck passengers are required to wear 
seatbelts until the bus stops at a stop. Commentary is 
given in both English and French. 


Halifax Joint Committee 


Former Halifax AEC Regent Ill BCP 671 has been 
brought of retirement once again, to operate in daily 
service alongside the company’s Routemasters. 


Hallmark, Luton 


New are DAF DE33WSSB3000/Plaxton C53F $151/2 
JUA in Airport Parking livery. 

Volvo B10M-60/Plaxton K17 FTG has passed to 
Martindale, Ferryhill, Toyota Coaster K885 BRW to 
Empress, St Leonards and DAF/Ikarus N593 DWY to 
Luton Airport. 


Harrogate & District 


Leyland Swift 205 (G112 VMM) has been sold to 
Pioneer Coaches of Jersey. Meanwhile, withdrawn 
Leyland Tiger/Plaxton 307 (JIL 2216) is being 
employed as a road block across the entrance to 
premises at Manse Lane, Mercedes-Benz 709D 222 
(G922 WGS) as a crew restroom at the new Starbeck 
depot. 


Hodges Coaches, Sandhurst 


Two Berkhof Axial 50-bodied Volvo B10Ms are on 
order. 


Hulleys, Baslow 


Now in stock is Mercedes-Benz 709D/Robin Hood 
B25F 17 (E71 MVV). Freight Rover Sherpa 21 (D571 
VBV) has been sold. 


Ipswich Buses 


Recently-delivered DAF DB250/Optare Spectra 50 
(P442 SWX) is now in service. It was originally built as 
lefthand drive, with a Euro 1 engine, and was 
registered before Euro 2 regulations came in. It has 
been completely rebuilt by Optare for Ipswich — a fleet 
which is no stranger to vehicles originally built as 
lefthand drive, with its B21s! 

Three Dennis Falcons are now outstationed at Great 
Finborough and three at Debenham to operate new 
Suffolk County Council contracts. Former Ulsterbus/ 
Citybus Bristol B21s 149/53 (TDX 124W, XRT 947X) 
are now fitted with hopper vents for use on Ipswich 
town services, but retain Suffolkbus logos for now. 


Isle Coaches, Owston Ferry 


An interesting acquisition is former London Transport 
Volvo Ailsa B55-10 MkIll/Alexander RV H47/31D V2 
(A102 SUU), latterly with Black Prince Buses. 


Jacksons, Bicknacre 


Leyland Olympian/ECW CH45/24F B782 FOG (B107 
LPH), new to London Country, has replaced former 
Tayside Alexander-bodied Bristol VR OSJ 194R, sold to 
Brandon of Blackmore End. Also sold is Bova Europa 
MJl 3376 (8947 FH, AOO 101X), now with King’s Ferry 
of Gillingham as a driver trainer, Alexander-bodied 
Leyland Leopard PRA 12R passing to NIBS, Wickford 
for spares. 


Andy James, Tetbury 


Recent deliveries are of Mercedes-Benz Vario 
0.814/Plaxton Beaver 2-bodied DP33F S34 BMR and 
S30 ARu, the seating of which is to be confirmed. 
Former Vario/Beaver demonstrator R252 SDT is also 
now in stock, but Carlyle-bodied Iveco M961 ENH has 
been on loan to cover a vehicle shortage. 
Marshall-bodied Dodge PHT 362Y has been sold to 
Tim Jennings (dealer) and ex-Eastern National Ford 
Transit D756 RWC has passed to John of Skewern, 
joined later by lveco H838 NOC. 


Jarvis Coaches, Maltby 


AEC Reliance 6U3ZR/Plaxton C57F SDS 8R remains 
in stock here. 


Keighley & District 


Twelve new Wright-bodied Volvo B10BLEs are now 
confirmed on order for delivery this March for the 
Keighley-Bradford corridor and will chiefly cascade 
Olympians from this. 


Lambert’s Coaches, Beccles 


Two Volvo B6/Plaxton Pointer B40F are operated, 
M441, 832 CVG, both bought new for tendered 
services in the Great Yarmouth area. 


Leeds Suburban Buses, Morley 


Former Newport Scania BR112DH/Wadham Stringer 
Vanguard B42F 10, 14-16 (RUH 10Y etc) are now in 
stock with RUH 18Y acquired for spares. These 
saloons are intended for use on service 87. 
BR112DH double-deckers 98, 100 (PTG 98, 100Y) 
have gone back to Black Prince Buses. 


Limebourne, Battersea 


Following the demise of Limebourne’s parent company, 
Q Drive, this company has now been sold to its 
management. Unfortunately new arrangements were 
not in place to save the fleet for London services being 
repossessed by the dealers from whom it was leased; 
as a result Optare MetroRiders 2201-6 (N201-6 NNW) 
were sold to Fleetmaster, Horsham, and the Dennis 
Dart SLFs, 2301-15/7/9 (P301 HDP etc) were sold to 
Ensign. The MetroRiders very quickly passed to 
Tillingbourne, which put them in service in red livery. 


London Central GA 


Volvo B10M-50/Northern Counties H47/35D VC3 (WLT 
803) is now in stock from London General. 
Routemaster RM868 (WLT 868) has been re-registered 
NSJ 940, Volvo Olympian NV68 (R258 LGH) becoming 
WLT 868. 

Optare MetroRider MRL229 (K429 HWY) has been 
briefly on loan to Wycombe Bus and used in service 
there. MRL138-40/56/8/98, 204/7-9 (H138-40/56/8 
UUA, 698 DYE, J704/7-9 CGK) are withdrawn. MCW 
Metrobus OM420 (GYE 420W) has passed to London 
General and MRL138-40/56/8/91/2/4/8, 200/1/3-5/7 and 
SR52 have all been sold. 


London General G 


MCW Metrobus M357 (GYE 357W) has been on loan 
to Wycombe Bus and used there on schools services. 
M1222 (B222 WUL) has sustained severe front-end 
accident damage. Optare MetroRiders MRL135/77 
(H135 TGO, VLT 277) have been sold. 


London Pride Sightseeing 


MCW Metrobuses 119/44/6 (UWW 519X, A144/6 AMO) 
have gone to Ensign, Purfleet (dealer). 


London United/Westlink 


MCW Metrobuses M363, 554 and 920 (GYE 363, 
554W, A920 SUL) are reinstated. 

The last standard Leyland National LSs in use are 
LS411/29 (BYW 411/29V), but are due to be 
delicensed imminently, whilst DAF-engined LS195 and 
227 (THX 195, 227S) have been smartly repainted in 
standard livery again after having worn Kingston 
University white/blue colours previously. LS195 is now 
numbered DLS195. 

Van Hool-bodied DAF coaches K532/4 RUX, which 
were on short-term lease, have been returned. 


Ludlows, Halesowen 


Two Scania L94/Wright Axcess Floline B42F are new, 
one of which is S372 SET, whilst S373 SET is a new 
Scania/Irizar tri-axle coach. 


Group codes 


AA — Arriva 
Passenger 
Services 

BL — Blazefield 
Holdings 

EY — EYMS Group 

FB — First Bus 

GA — Go-Ahead 
Group 

MT — MTL 
Holdings 

NX — National 
Express 

ST — Stagecoach 
Holdings 

YT — Yorkshire 
Traction 


Sovereign has 
recently won back 
London Transport 
route 292 from 
Metroline, and is 
using new Northern 
Counties-bodied 
Volvo Olympians, in 
a livery similar to 
that used by other 
Blazefield 
subsidiaries, 
Yorkshire Coastliner 
and Huntingdon & 
District. 63 

(S63 VNM) is seen 
at Edgware on 

13 December. 
GEOFF RIXON 
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Thames Travel is a 
new operator set 
up last year to run 
rural services in 
Oxfordshire and 
Berkshire. Plaxton 
Beaver 2-bodied 
Mercedes Vario 
crosses Fulford 
railway bridge, 
over the Great 
Western main line, 
on its way to 
Wallingford. 
PETER J. HOWARD 
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Luton Airport 


Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton B29F P876/9 PWW are 
acquisitions from Manchester Airport, whilst DAF 
DE02SB220/lkarus B35D N593 DWY ex-Hallmark of 
Luton is numbered AP14. 


M&E, Shoeburyness 


Bristol VRT/SL3 KOU 796P has been dispensed with to 
Stephenson, Rochford (dealer). 


Metrobus, Orpington 


New are Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton Beaver 2 
B24FL 950-2 (S950-2 VMY). Mercedes-Benz 709D 52 
(M152 LPL) has been withdrawn and sold to 

Phoenix, Blackpool. 


Metroline 


New are 10.0m Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer 2 
B25D DLD89-100 (S289-99, 301 JLP) for service 297, 
with reduced seating capacity, increased standing 
capacity and wheelchair access. 

Dennis Dart 9.8SDL3035/Marshall C37 B40F DM242 
(RIB 8341) is acquired from London Northern. 

MCW Metrobuses M391, 428/68 (GYE 391W etc) are 
now allocated as driver trainers, but M102 (BYX 102V) 
has been withdrawn. 


Metroline London Northern 


Dennis Dart 8.5SDL3003/Carlyle Dartline B28F DT107 
(H107 MOB) is in stock ex-Metroline. Dennis Dart 
DM242 (RIB 8341) is now with Metroline. 

Optare MetroRiders MRL211/2/4/6 (J211 BWU etc) 
have passed to Fleetlink of Liverpool; 811Ds MW27, 28 
and 30 (NDZ 7927 etc) to Allisons of Dunfermline. 
Metrobuses M92, 145, 588 and 623 (WYW 92T, BYX 
145V, GYE 588W, KYO 623X) have been scrapped on- 
site at Holloway. 


MK Metro 


Twelve Optare Solos are on order, to become 122-33. 
These follow on from recent Mercedes-Benz Vario 
0,814/Plaxton Beaver 2s 107-10/2/3/6-21 (R107- 
10/2/3/6-9 DNV, R120/1 NVV) and Iveco 59.12/Marshall 
C31s 114/5 (R114/5 DNV). 


Bristol LH6L/ECW driver trainer T656 (MGR 656P) 
remains in stock. 


Mulley’s, Ixworth 


New deliveries are Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton 
Beaver 2 S719 URT and 16-seat LDV Convoy S265, 
436 RBC. 


North Birmingham Busways, 
Erdington 


Recent acquisitions from the MagicBus operation of 
Stagecoach Manchester are Leyland Atlantean 
AN68D/1R/Northern Counties H43/32F 25, 57, 75 and 
93 (A725 LNC, A657 HNB, A705 LNC, A693 HNB). 


Refurbishment of the ‘Blackpool Class’ Atlanteans 17- 
21 (JFV 317-218) is now completed by the return of 17 
and 20, with bodywork attention including fitting of two- 
piece folding doors and a complete retrim. 

Driver trainer Atlantean 53 (BNC 9537) is to be 
converted with a classroom in its upper saloon shortly; 
it has always been used as a driver trainer here. 
Former Brighton Atlantean 9 (TYJ 9S) has not been 
used in service, but converted by the company to 
include a bar area, repainted allover red and sold to 
Black Country Excursions of Dudley. 

Interesting visitors for restoration recently have been 
former Southdown Leyland Titan TD5 AUF 670 and 
former Midland Red BMMO D9 6342 HA. 


North Devon 


Mercedes-Benz 709D/Reeve Burgess B25F 962/3 
(J220/17 KTT) are in stock from Plymouth Citybus, in 
yellow livery with red stripes and Red Bus fleetnames. 
Leyland National 2810 (THX 187S) now carries Red 
Bus fleetnames (ex-Tiverton & District). 


Nottingham City Transport 


Optare Solos 283/4 (S283/4 NRB) are now in stock. 


Optional Bus, Horsforth 


Further fleetnumbers confirmed are Bristol VRT/SL3 
PCA 423V as 2423 and Leyland Nationals YPL 433T 
and JTU 598T as 1433 and 1593 respectively. 


Original London 
Sightseeing Tour AA 


Another MCW Metrobus into stock is former London 
South DR101/12/MCW 043/28D M314 (BYX 314V), 
converted to open-top, with DR101/14s M296 and 
M672 (BYX 296V, KYV 672X) being newly converted 
and to follow. 

The decline of the AEC Routemaster in this fleet 
continues, with the delicensing of convertible open-top 
RM313/98, 479 and 710 (WLT 313 etc), all of which 
have ex-RMC-class rear doors fitted. However, it is 
pleasing to record that the unique Routemaster ERM- 
class (with extended wheelbase), is to be retained and 
repainted inside and out by Kent Coachworks, 
comprising ERM80, 84, 90, 94, 143/63, 235/7/42/81. 
ERM80, 84, 90, 94 and 143/63 are nominally 40 years 
old this year and still going strong! 


Pennine Motor Services, Gargrave 


Former Northern Bus/Crosville Leyland National JTU 
599T is in stock. 


Plymouth Citybus 


Dennis Dart/Plaxton Pointer SPD demonstrator R739 
TMO has been on loan. 


An unexpected acquisition is former Greater 
Manchester Leyland Atlantean AN68B/1R/Northern 
Counties H43/32F 172 (SND 468X), in a purple 
contract livery, with two more now due as 173/4. Volvo 
B10M-56/Plaxton Supreme V Express C53F 351 (ETS 
117, LSP 502x) is now in stock ex-Travel Dundee. 


Plaxton Premiere-bodied Volvo B10M-62 303 (M303 
KOD) was destroyed by fire whilst in France some 
months ago. 


Poppleton, Pontefract 


Leyland Atlantean AN68/1R/Roe H43/29F NAT 354M, 
Leyland Fleetline FES0AGR/Northern Counties 
H44/31F XSJ 652T, AN68A/1R Spl/Alexander H45/29D 
CWG 705/21V and Dennis Dominator 
DD137B/Alexander H45/34F TYS 257W comprise the 
current double-decker stock here. 


Reading Buses 


Further Optare Excels are 925-31 (S925-31 LBL) — 
following on from 922-4 (R922-4 SJH). Delivery of the 
first Solos was delayed to December and details are 
similarly awaited. 


Reading Mainline 


Refurbished AEC Routemaster No.12 (AST 415A, VLT 
45) entered service carrying its Strathtay re- 
registration, but only for two days, after which it 
regained its 

original mark. 

AEC Routemasters are being fitted with control units to 
allow them priority on approach to traffic lights. 
Routemaster No.6 (WLT 577) has been amusingly 
noted revealing an indicator display ‘Don't be so 
Inquisitive’ recently; at first, this might seem against the 
company’s very helpful attitude towards its passengers. 
In practice, the display will only be revealed by the 
phenomenon known at the Castle Point Transport 
Museum as ‘the phantom blind-winder’. 


Rest & Ride, Smethwick 


A further two Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton 
Beaver 2s at work are S195/6 HOK. 


Ross, Featherstone 


New Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814 S277 LGA is at work, 
branded the ‘Featherstone Rover’. 


Seamarks, Luton 


New Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton Beaver 2 
S310 DLG is in use here, thought on loan from Mistral 
UK (dealer). 


Shamrock, Pontypridd 


New for recently-introduced tendered service X45 
(Barry-Llantwit Major-Cardiff Airport-Cowbridge-Talbot 


Green) are Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton Beaver 


2 S895/6 SNY, seating capacity to be confirmed. They 
wear a special dedicated multi-coloured livery, with 
‘Vale Metro’ branding. 

An acquisition for Abercynon is Leyland National CWX 
657T, in standard green, yellow and white fleet livery. 
Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer demonstrator R190 
TKU has been in use recently. 

The last two CVE Omnis, G654 EVN and C370 EAJ at 
Newport are thought withdrawn. 


Harry Shaw, Coventry 


Four Berkhof Axial 50-bodied Volvo B10Ms are 
on order. 


Shropshire Lin 


Former Rhymney Valley Leyland Leopard PSU4/East 
Lancs PWO 87Y,\s at work. 


Simonds, Botesdale 


Dennis Dart/Marshall B40F M718 WUD and N762 SAV 

are acquisitions from non-PSV use by a driving school. 

They are now to be employed on services under Suffolk 
County Council's ‘Travelink’ banner. 


Solent Blue Line 


Due imminently are three new Volvo Olympians with 

Northern Counties 74-seat bodywork and, a new type 
for the operator, two B31F Optare MetroRiders. These 
bring the fleet total to 105, of which 32 are Olympians. 


MCW Metrorider MF158/15/B31F 262/3 (F862/3 LCU) 
are acquisitions from Arriva Kent & Sussex. 


Sovereign 5|. 


The new Northern Counties Palatine | H43/29F-bodied 
Volvo Olympians for LT service 292 (Borehamwood- 
Colindale) entered service in December. Their 
Yorkshrie Coastliner-style bleu and cream livery has 
caused quite a stir. They are 53/4/6-9, 63/4 (S53 
VNM etc). 


Southern National 


New arrivals are Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer 2 
817-23 (S817-23 KPR), in use and route-branded for 
service 31 (Weymouth-Axminster), in green and 
cream livery. 


Acquisitions are of Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW 
043/31F VPR 491S from Stagecoach South; Leyland 
National 2 NL116L11/1R/B49F 2920 (VBG 114V) and 
VBG 127V from Merseybus and similar 
NL116AL11/1R/B49F XLV 143W from Liverbus; 
Mercedes-Benz 709D/Reeve Burgess B25F 965-7 
(H683 BTA, J213/10 KTT) from Plymouth Citybus. 965- 
7 wear Somerset Division livery of allover yellow with 
dual green stripes. 

Cessation of competition in Weymouth has seen good 
use of Bristol VRs in normal service as well as on often 
schools work. 


Speedlink Airport Services VX 


New Volvo B6LE/Wright B37F S641-6 VOA are now 
employed on service H30. 


New DAF SB220/Optare Deltas S158-60 JUA are at 
work on British Airways contracts in allover white 
(psychedelic tails to follow, perhaps?!). 


Stagecoach Cambus ST 


New are Volvo B10M-62/Jonckheere Mistral 457-9 
(S457-9 BCE) for National Express work with Premier. 


Leyland Olympian 516 (F516 NJE) and Volvo B10M 
319 (P319 EFL) are both back in traffic after accident 
damage repairs, but unexpected losses are Olympians 
518-20 (N518-20 XER), which have gone to Midland 
Red (qv) — these were the last new double-deckers 
bought by Cambus before the Stagecoach takeover. 


A new policy here is that withdrawn Bristol VRT/SL3s 
are to be cannibalised and then broken up on site, 
739/43 (URP 943W, VEX 300X) being early examples 
of this in-house destruction; presently, withdrawn lvecos 
and Mercedes-Benz minis are to be stored 

at Newmarket. 


Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 205-8 (N613/6/8/20 VSS) have 
been transferred to Viscount at Peterborough, whilst all 
ex-Oxford 709Ds are now withdrawn and stored, 
comprising 2305/6/9/11/2/9/22 and 2734 (E305/6/7/9 
BWL, F311/2/9/22 EJO, F734 FDV). Volvo B10M 432 
(H642 UWR) is also withdrawn, with others to follow. 


R848 JGD 
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Stagecoach Cheltenham District ST 


New deliveries are of Dennis Dart SLF/Alexander 
ALX200 924-30 (S924-30 PDD), which arrived with 
registration marks upward from S919 RAD, but were 
corrected before use. 


The latest Dennis Dart SLFs have prompted the 
withdrawal of rebuilt Leyland Nationals 302/6 (YFB 
973V, PHW 9888) and Leyland National 2s 365/6/75 
(AAE 649/50V, BOU 6V), the former going to Circle 
Line and the latter to Cheltenham & Gloucester. The 
locally-dubbed ‘Leyland National 3’ is thus now extinct 
in this fleet. 


Stagecoach Devon's Bristol LH driver trainer HJT 45N 
has been in use here. 


Stagecoach Cheltenham & 
Gloucester ST 


Leyland National 2 NL116L11/1R/B52F 365/6/75 (AAE 
649/50V, BOU 6V) are acquisitions from Cheltenham 
District, for Stroud Valleys. 


Bristol VRT/SL3s 208/15/34 (NWS 288R, XDV 602S, 
YEL 2T) are withdrawn; 208 and rebuilt Leyland 
National 312 (TAE 644S) have passed to Circle Line. 
VRT 235 (HBD 917T) has been on loan to Midland 
Red South. 


Stagecoach Circle Line ST 


A fourth Leyland Titan into stock is ex-East London 
TNLXB2RR/Leyland H44/27F NUW 621Y, in service 
still in allover red, followed by B108 WUV. 


Now at Hempstead are DAF-engined Leyland National 
11351A/1R/B52F 1644 and 1973/88 (TAE 644S, YFB 
973V, PHW 9888S). The Dennis Javelin is now 
introduced with 953 (F243 OFP) with Duple 340 
bodywork and 954 (HIL 8410) and H159 EJU with 320 
bodywork respectively, ex-Red & White. 


The last Leyland Atlantean, SCN 256S, has been 
withdrawn, as have Bristol VRT/SL3 MUA 872P and 
Iveco 79.14s D604/6 HTC. D604 HTC has passed to 
Roam A Round for use on Circle Line contracts, with its 
green stripe extended to cover its Circle Line 
fleetnames, F871 UAC passing the same way. Leyland 
Tigers WLT 713 and RIW 3364 have been sold to 
Warners of Tewkesbury and Atlantean AVK 137V has 
gone to Wigley, Carlton (dealer) along with lveco D606 
HTC. After use on fire brigade training exercises, the 
remains of Leyland Cub C694 VAD passed to Coopers 
of Gloucester (dealer) for scrap. 


Stagecoach Cumberland ST 


A fourth new coach for services X4/X5 (Workington- 
Penrith) is Volvo B10M-62/Jonckheere Modulo DP51F 
799 (S799 KRM). Acquisitions are Mercedes-Benz 
709D/Alexander (Belfast) B25F 98, 649 (N646/9 VSS) 
and N651-3 VSS from Stagecoach Manchester. 


Stagecoach Devon ST 


Iveco 59.12/Mellor B29F 347 (K730 UTT) has been 
transferred from Devon General to Bayline. This year, a 
vehicle shortage has prompted the winter use of 
convertible open-top Bristol VRT/SL3s 935/6 (VDV 
135S, UWV 604S) in closed-top format, others 
remaining open-topped and thus stored at Exmouth. 
932-4 have been seasonally operating in Torquay rather 
than Exmouth as noted. A little earlier, Leyland Titan 
PD2 2 (LRV 992) made a number of interesting forays 
to Kingswear on service 200. This vehicle carries a 
fleetname display in its front destination aperture, with 
two-line indicator carried in the former passing- 
point/numeral aperture. 


Withdrawals have now finally claimed the last Ford 
Transits, once synonymous with Transit Holdings in this 
area. Those withdrawn are 211/20/9/44/54/66 (D131 
PTT, E210 BDV, D654 BDV, D777/92 NDV, E815 WDV); 
266 was the final example in passenger use on service 
22 (Brixham-Kingswear) and is now in preservation, but 
229 managed to eke out a few more weeks as a crew 
shuttle. 


Devon General news is of the delivery of Mercedes- 
Benz Vario 0.814/Alexander ALX100 B29F 104/9/17/8 
(R104/9 NTA, S117/8 JFJ), an earlier report suggesting 
there would be no 104 or 109, whilst more former 
London Leyland Titans are now present in the shape of 
TNLXB2RR/Leyland H44/27F 953/6/8/9 (NUW 644Y, 
A67 THX, A850/9 SUL) transferred across from 
Bayline. Exeter-based Titans now show a front single- 
line destination display, with fleetname carried across 
the larger indicator aperture. This type has now taken 
over completely from the Bristol VR in Exeter. 
PMT-bodied Mercedes-Benz 814D 599 (H889 NFS) is 
now back in service after major repair work. Bristol 
Lodekka FS6G TV2 (5675 EL) has not yet been 
brought into use at Exeter, but wears driver trainer 
yellow and Devon General fleetnames. It is 

expected that it may gain fleetnumber 1 should it 
return to service. 


February 1999 


Former Selkent Darts 769/78/81/3-6 (G32 TGW, NDZ 
3152, JDZ 2361/3-5/71) are still operating in London 
allover red; 770-7/9/80/2 (G33, 28, 30/5/4/7/6 TGW, 
NDZ 3151/3, JDZ 2360/2) are repainted in Stagecoach 
colours. 


Now withdrawn are Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 493/9-501 
(D412 TFT, E436/8/9 AFT), 811Ds 589/92-5/7/8 
(F614/20/31/16/41/09/17 XMS), Leyland National 790 
(WUH 166T) and Leyland Fleetlines 942-6 (PWY 40, 
48W, NUM 341V, LWU 470V, JUB 650V). These 
withdrawals comprise the last Exeter-based ex- 
Busways 709Ds, all but one of the ex-Selkent 811Ds 
and last remaining Exeter-based VRs, 945 being 
thought last used. 


Torquay-based correspondent Romana Mewett is 
thanked for additional material this month and is 
wished well. 


Stagecoach East London S/ 


The low-floor double-decker fleet of Alexander ALX400- 
bodied Dennis Tridents is to be numbered TA1-98 and 
is to be shared between Barking/Upton Park garages 
(36, for services 5 and 115) and Leyton (62). All 98 are 
due to be at work by May this year, with first deliveries 
due by now for Leyton, allowing VN-class Volvo 
Olympians to be cascaded to Catford (for service 199) 
and Plumstead (for 96/472). New meanwhile are 
Dennis Dart SLF/Alexander ALX200 B29DL LCY10, 11 
(S410/1 TNO). 


Withdrawn Dennis Dart DAL27 (J727 CYG) is another 
passed to Stagecoach South, Dart DRL125 (K125 
SRH) and Leyland Titan T311 (KYV 311X) to Selkent 
whilst Mercedes-Benz 811Ds SR60/5/6, 72, 78 and 119 
(F160 FWY etc) have been sold to unconfirmed buyers. 
Routemaster RMA8 (NMY 640E) is now registered 82- 
34-LS in its new home in Portugal. 


Stagecoach East Midland ST 


All nine new Volvo Olympians, 161-9 (S161-9 RET) are 
at work at Worksop. 


Stagecoach Hartlepool ST 


Ten cascaded Dennis Dart SLFs from Stockton 
are expected, to convert service 6 partially to low- 
floor operation. 


Bristol RELL 77 (OEF 77K) has quickly fallen out of 
preservation, passing from Larkin, Alconbury, to Carl 
lreland of Hull (dealer). 


Stagecoach Kingston-upon-Hull ST 


Due here are new articulated Jonckheere-bodied Volvo 
B10Ms as 95-97 (S395-7 KHN), which will replace 
older Interurban vehicles, whilst 10 Alexander ALX300- 
bodied MAN 18.220HOCL-NLs are also expected, Ten 
cascaded Dennis Darts are expected from Stockton, 
with suggestions of up to 25 ECW-bodied Leyland 
Olympians from Selkent and 10 more Alexander-bodied 
examples from Busways, although confirmation of this 
is awaited. 


New Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Alexander ALX100 
358 (S358 KEF) is at work here but is not yet confirmed 
as in stock permanently. 


Further withdrawals of East Lancs-bodied Dennis 
Dominators are due imminently. 


A major new transport interchange is due for 
completion by 2002, sweeping away the existing 
Ferensway Bus Station and adjacent bus park, as well 
as the Kingston-upon-Hull Garage. A new bus station is 
to be included in the new development, which will 
adjoin the railway station, by then refurbished in 
traditional style. 


Stagecoach Manchester ST 


Dennis Domino 1751 (C751 YBA), thought to be the 
last surviving Domino and coincidentally the first of the 
batch, is owned by the SELNEC Preservation Society. 


Stagecoach Midland Red ST 


Eleven Alexander ALX200-bodied Dennis Dart SLFs 
are reported due imminently. 


Acquisitions provide much news this month, with the 
surprise arrival of Volvo Olympian 
YN2RV18Z4/Northern Counties Palatine DPH45/31F 
909/21/2 (N519/8/20 XER) from Cambus, 921 being 
noted at work on services X12 and X14 (Leamington 
Spa-University of Warwick) but with its electronic 
indicator display announcing ‘PREMIER TRAVEL. 


An interesting arrival is pre-production Leyland 
Olympian B45-6LXB/ECW H45/32F 913 (OMS 910W), 
new to Alexander Midland as its MRO1 and exhibited at 
the 1980 Motor Show. Accompanying it is later 
ONLXB/1R/ECW H45/32F 908 (TSO 13X) new to 
Northern Scottish as NLO13, both latterly with Bluebird 
Buses. After entering service, the two have then 
swapped fleetnumbers, so that logically 913 has 
matching registration digits, following which sister TSO 
12X arrived, but is numbered — 901! 


Modern saloons added are Volvo B10M-55/Alexander 
PS B49F 229-32 (P557-60 ESA) at Stratford-upon- 
Avon, ex-Stagecoach Glasgow. These have been noted 
at work on Stagecoach Express service X50 (Oxford- 
Birmingham) and it is thought they are, or will be re- 
seated with coach seating for their new role. The same 
source has also provided Volvo B6LE/Alexander 
ALX200 DP36F 457-61 (P361-5 DSA), now at 
Nuneaton, which have ousted the last Leyland 510- 
engined Leyland Nationals at this base. 


Also from north of the border come Leyland National 2 
NL116L11/1R/B52F 810/1 (WAS 768V, MSO 18V) ex- 
Western Buses, 810 new to Highland Omnibuses as N5 
and 811 to Northern as NPN18, along with 
NL116AL11/1R/B52F 814 (SHH 393X), also from 
Western but new to Cumberland, which rejoins sister 
802 (SHH 392X) which has been here for three years 
now. Similar RFS 579V is now numbered 807, whilst 
sister 811 (MSO 18W) is freshly outshopped in livery 
and confirmed as also B52F. From United Counties 
come Volvo B10M-60/Plaxton Premiere C49Ft 44 and 
45 (J446/5 HDS) for National Express work based 

at Rugby. 

Leyland National 1022 (HEU 122N), emanating from 
Circle Line, later appeared with fleetnumber 957 still 
wearing green/cream livery but is now in Stagecoach 
colours. Leyland Nationals 577/86 (NOE 577/86R) 
retain poppy red/grey/white Midland Red livery and are 
still smart. Bristol VRT/SL3 946 (HUD 479S) has 
operated in City of Oxford livery since acquisition five 
years ago and is at last in Stagecoach colours, but 945 
(HUD 4808) still retains COMS livery. Leyland 
Atlantean 978 (SCN 276S) still wears Busways yellow 
livery at Leamington. Volvo B10M 202 (M202 LHP) is 
yellow, but correctly advertises The Bear FM102 Radio; 
Mercedes-Benz 811D 404 (H404 MRW) advertises the 
Warwickshire Travelwise Campaign. 


The last 510-engined Leyland Nationals are now 553 
and 600 at Banbury, 590 at Rugby and 1052 at 
Leamington. No lvecos now remain in service following 
the withdrawal of 823/8-30 (K523 EFL etc). 


Leyland Leopard/Plaxton 6 (3273 AC, BVP 788V) is 
now re-registered RNV 445V, no doubt prior to disposal 
as Tigers 74 and 75 (4828, 9737 VC) are reported out 
of use already. Dennis Lancet 2037 (A37 XBO) is also 
thought to be withdrawn. 


Further disposals of Wright-bodied Mercedes-Benz 
811Ds are of 403/11/2 (H403 MRW, J411/2 PRW) to 
Cheltenham & Gloucester, former Selkent lvecos 
821/2/4-7 (K521 EFL etc) passing to Houston Ramm, 
Sudden (dealer). 


Former Stagecoach Oxford Mercedes-Benz 
709D/Reeve Burgess Beaver 374 (E308 BWL) is now 
transferred to ancillary stock and renumbered G8. 


Stratford and Coventry garages are reported to close 
early in 1999, with work and vehicles transferred to 
Leamington and Nuneaton bases respectively. 


Particular thanks go to Warwickshire correspondent 
Andrew Babbs for welcome detailed reports. 


Stagecoach Oxford ST 


The 29 Alexander ALX300 B42F-bodied MAN 
18.220HOCL-NLs have been delivered, the first of this 
type for a British operator. They are 913-41 (S913-41 
CFC). 

The first of the Jonckheere Monaco-bodied MAN 
double-deck coaches, 34-60 were due to be delivered 
by the end of January. The first two are to be 34/5 
(S34/5 CWL). Northern Counties-bodied Volvo B10M 
911 is confirmed as registered R811 XFC. 


Stagecoach Selkent ST 


Dennis Dart 9SDL3024/Plaxton Pointer B34F DRL125 
(K125 SRH) and Leyland Titan TNLXB2RR/Leyland 
H44/24D 7311 (KYV 311X) are in stock from East 
London. Titan T63 (WLT 890, WYV 637) is re- 
registered again, as HVX 770T and similarly T80 (WLT 
898, CUL 80V) is now UJN 344V, no doubt to retain the 
Routemaster RML-class registrations in this fleet before 
the Titans are sold. 


Dart 613 (N613 LGC) is another despatched to 
Stagecoach Oxford. 


Stagecoach South Group ST 


New double-deckers feature this month with the 
delivery of Volvo Olympian YV3YNA/Alexander RL 
H51/36F 270-5, 302-5 (S270 CCD etc) with Volvo D10A 
Euro 2 engines, low-height bodywork and split-level 
entrance steps. Hanover indicator displays are fitted 
with single-line nearside displays and rear numeral 
repeaters. 270-4 were delivered to Sussex Coastline at 
Portsmouth, 302-5 to Hants & Surrey at Aldershot. 
Following these came YV3YNA/Alexander (Belfast) 
DPH47/32F 316-20/2-4 (S316 CCD etc) for Hants & 
Surrey at Aldershot (316-20), Sussex Coastline at 
Portsmouth (322-4). 


New coaches are Volvo B10M-62/Jonckheere Mistral 
C49Ft 8901-3 (S901-3 CCD) for East Kent and in 
National Express Shuttle livery, based at Dover. 


Group codes 


AA — Arriva 
Passenger 
Services 

BL — Blazefield 
Holdings 

EY — EYMS Group 

FB — First Bus 

GA — Go-Ahead 
Group 

MT — MTL 
Holdings 

NX — National 
Express 

ST — Stagecoach 
Holdings 

YT — Yorkshire 
Traction 
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ENGLAND & WALES 


Arriva Guildford & 
West Surrey has 
recently shed much 
of its tendered 
work in West 
Surrey, in order to 
try and concentrate 
on running its core 
network with the 
drivers it has 
available. Telling 
Golden Miller has 
picked up the 471, 
Kingston-Woking. 
On 6 January this 
new Plaxton 
Pointer 2-bodied 
Dennis Dart SLF, 
$519 TCE, suitably 
route-branded, was 
working the service 
GEOFF RIXON 


A8 


Volvo B10M-60/Plaxton Premiere 350 C49F K385 DWN 
(J2 SWT) has been on loan at Dover to cover for work 
in progress on B10M-62/Plaxton Expressliner coaches 
8913-8 (M913-8 WJK) there. It wears National Express 
livery. Red & White Dennis Javelin 11SDL/Plaxton 
Premiere Interurban C47F 1956 (M107 CCD) has been 
on loan to Hampshire Bus at Winchester to cover a 
contract which requires the seatbelts with which it is 
equipped; 654 (R654 HCD) went on loan in exchange. 


A lone acquisition is Mercedes-Benz 709D/Wright 
Nimbus B25F 838 (K318 YKG), now with Sussex 
Coastline at Portsmouth, ex-Red & White. 


South Coast Buses Volvo B10M-55/Alexander 673 
(M313 YSC) is now re-registered PFN 873 and East 
Kent's Bova 8996 (PFN 873, C996 FKM) is now 
C25 CFG. 


South Coast Buses Leyland Titans 
7215/23/37/44/68/79/88 (CUL 215V, KYV 523X, EYE 
237/44V, CUL 168, 79V, KYN 288X) are all converted 
to semi-automatic transmission. Sussex Coastline 843 
(G73 APO) is downseated from B25F to B23F with 
provision of a luggage rack. 


Hants & Surrey Dennis Dart 588 (K588 ODY) has been 
delicensed after sustaining severe accident damage 
when struck by two Guildford & West Surrey vehicles; 
conversely, South Coast Buses Dart 515 (J 515 GCD) 
is now at Hastings after repair to damage caused when 
it was stolen recently. The remains of Sussex 
Coastline's fire-damaged sister 525 (J525 GCD) are 
dumped at Portsmouth. 


Five Leyland Titan ‘Queen Mary’ PD3s were garaged at 
Worthing together during September, comprising the 
former 416/8/24/6 and 294 (PRX 190, 200B, 424 DCD, 
BUF 426C, FCD 294D); 292 (FCD 292D) has also 
been at Portsmouth recently. A little further away, 
former 415 (PRX 187B, 415 DCD) is now with Lally's of 
Spiddal, Eire as its 22 (XV 1461) and now wears the 
front half of its roof permanently. Its regular haunt is the 
Old Galway Tour, shared with an ex-Isle of Man Road 
Services/Stratford Blue PD3 open-topper and a former 
Scottish Bus Group Bristol VRT/LL open-topper. 


Disposals to record are Leyland Nationals 102 and 
1188 (AYJ 102T, NFN 88R) and Bristol VRT/SL3s 
7355/73 (JWV 255W, EAP 973V) to Hardwick, Carlton 
(dealer), Leyland National 1201 (HPK 503N) passing to 
Nash, Weybridge (dealer). 


Stagecoach Transit ST 


Ten low-floor Alexander ALX-bodied MAN 
18.220HOCL-NLs are due, for allocation to Stockton to 
replace Dennis Dart SLFs which are suffering from 
inadequate seating capacity. 


Stagecoach Viscount ST 


Further new double-deckers are Volvo Olympian/ 
Alexander H51/36F 587-92 (S587-92 BCE) as Bristol 
VRT/SL3 replacements. 587/8 are based at Crowland, 
releasing older 561/2 (P561/2 EFL) to Ramsey, in turn 
cascading 524/5 (H474/5 CEG) to Peterborough. 


Bristol VRT/SL3s can still be seen on long-distance 
work, coach-seated 791 (VEX 291X) being noted in 
late November appropriately employed on the 
Peterborough-Wisbech service. 

Mercedes-Benz 709D/Alexander 206/8 (N616/20 VSS) 
are further acquisitions from Cambus, in exchange for 
ex-Stagecoach Oxford 709D/Reeve Burgess Beaver 
2309/11/22 and 2734 (E309 BWL, F311/22 EJO, F734 
FDV). VR 777 (PWY 47W) has been withdrawn and 
has gone to Cambus premises. 


Stephenson, Rochford 


PFA 50W, one of very few Bristol VRT/SL3s new to 
independent operators, is acquired and by coincidence, 
it was new in 1980 to Stevensons of Spath! It later 
served with Midland Fox until sale to Crosville Cymru in 
1992 and is has ECW DPH41/29F bodywork. 


VR NEL 119P has secured a preservation home with 


the VR Enthusiasts Group, which also has ex- 
Hampshire Bus VRT/SL2 GLJ 487N. 


Stringers, Pontefract 


Former Stotts of Oldham/South Yorkshire PTE Leyland 
Atlantean AN68A/1R/Alexander H45/29D CWG 705V is 
now in service in Stotts livery. 

Ford Transit C512 BFB has passed to Latimer of 
Knaresborough. 


Supreme Coach & Travel, 
Hadleigh (Essex) 


More former Greater Manchester MCW Metrobuses 
taken into stock are DR102/21/MCW H43/30F ORJ 
93W, SND 121/4X and ANA 158Y, whilst Southend 
Transport’s last Leyland National, DAF-engined PJl 
3745 (GGE 1707) is now in use on schools services, 
smartly repainted in white with black window surrounds 
and most attractively lettered to form an effective 
overall advertisement for the company (as are other 
school buses). 

New but not previously reported for the more usually 
reported coach fleet is Scania K113CRB/Van Hool 
C49Ft R454 YDT and Caetano-bodied Dennis Javelins 
N586/7 GBW are also in stock. 


Swanbrook, Cheltenham 


The first MCW Metrobus into fleet livery is A703 THV, 
apparently looking well for its transformation into 
holidays-style red/orange/red. 

lveco-engined Leyland Fleetline THX 340R has been 
taken away by a Yorkshire dealer after use here. 
Plaxton Supreme-bodied Bedford ADF 106T has been 
withdrawn, leaving just FDD 109T and D122/3 EFH as 
the last Bedfords in the fleet. 


Tanat Valley, Pentrefelin 


Former Red & White/East London/Greater Manchester 
Leyland Titan TNLXB/1RF/Park Royal DPH43/29F 
WDA 5T is now re-registered BTX 204T and is to 
replace Roe-bodied Leyland Atlantean CWG 748V on 
Llanfyllin school services. 


Thamesdown Transport 

The retained heritage 1967 Daimler CVG6/30/Northern 
Counties 145 (JAM 145E) was recently noted at the 
Moat House Hotel at Norton, Sheffield in a promotional 
livery for Coca-Cola. 


Thandi Travel, Smethwick 


Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer 2 R660 GCA is 
reported in use. 


Edward Thomas, West Ewell 


Better known for its coaching activity, B-series Leyland 
National YPL 451T is acquired for schools work. 


Tillingbourne, Cranleigh 


Six Optare MetroRiders have joined the fleet, from 
Limebourne. They are N201-6 NNW, which are B29F, 
and they entered service in red livery. They are due to 
be repainted in fleet livery shortly. 

New deliveries are Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.810/Plaxton 
Beaver 2 B32F S445/6 JTP. Vario/Autobus Classique 
C25F P297 JHE has been in use on Godalming Town 
Service recently. 

Much interest has been aroused by the introduction of 
double-deckers here. Volvo Citybuses H673/8/83 GPF 
are all back from refurbishing at East Lancs. 


Travel West Midlands NX 


Following the completion of the order for 113 
Mercedes-Benz O.405Ns, it is confirmed that a further 
80 have been ordered for 1999 delivery. 


THING 


Union Travel, Sheffield 


Plaxton-bodied AEC Reliance XPK 42T continues in 
service, having recently been re-engined. 


Universitybus, Hatfield 


Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer S776 RNE has been 
in use here on loan. 


Vintage Yellow Buses, Bournemouth 


Daimler Fleetline 111 (DLJ 111L) and Leyland 
Atlantean 251 (ERV 251D) have recently lost 
Christchurch Buses allover blue in favour of traditional 
Bournemouth yellow/maroon. 


Unusually, truly vintage 33-year old Daimler Fleetline 
convertible open-toppers 180/7 (CRU 180/7C) have 
continued in use this winter with roofs refitted as a 
result of the Oceanarium advertising they now carry 
(see below). Roofed sister 197 (CRU 197C) is also in 
all-day use on University Shuttle service 94 — all three 
in original livery and in their home town. 


Christchurch Buses contract Fleetline 121 (OEL 121M) 
has been dismantled after a serious electrical fire; it 
had recently worn Glasgow trolleybus-style livery for 
work with King’s Language School and it is now 
replaced by similar 156 (ERU 156V). Older 113 (DLJ 
113L) has now returned from T&C Coaches after a 
sojourn in South Wales since 1990 and Transport 
Museum-related acquisitions from Brylaine of Boston 
have brought back 112/8/9 (DLJ 112/8/9L) as well! 


The four convertible open-toppers are sharing three 
roof sets, such that former Devon General Sea Dog 
Atlantean 245 (MSJ 499, 925 GTA) is now operating in 
roofed form for the first time in some twenty years, 
using the roof from 248 (928 GTA). 


During the season, Fleetline 180 (CRU 180C) was 
away with Southern National on hire at Weymouth for 
service 501 during high season there. Former 
Maidstone & District AEC Regal | 19 (HKL 819), 
repainted out of its traditional M&D colours and into 
Bournemouth yellow/maroon trim, was employed on 
local Boscombe shuttle service 15 along with newly 
recertified Leyland Tiger Cub/Park Royal B42F 267 
(RRU 904), the latter having been a regular performer 
on similar services 7/16 in the 1950s and 1960s. 
Open-top/convertible open-top Fleetlines 180/7 and 
Atlanteans 245/8/9/51 (MSJ 499, 928 GTA, ERV 
249/51D) now carry unusual lower deck 
window/broadside advertising for the new Oceanarium. 
The company has relocated to a depot in Poole, 
continuing to share accommodation with the 
Transport Museum. 


Ward, Arlesford 


Following acquisition of former Colchester Leyland 
Atlantean/ECW TPU 69R, fleet livery now includes a 
grey skirt with upswept diagonal stripes in grey, in the 
style of CBT livery. Atlantean XRJ 206S and Bristol 
VRT/SL3 DWU 297T have been altered to match it. 


Warners, Tewkesbury 


An acquisition from Hylton Castle of East Boldon is 
1994 Dennis Dart 9.8SDL3035/Plaxton Pointer B40F 
L881 YVK, whilst from Daisy of Broughton comes 
Leyland Tiger TRCTL11/2R/Duple Dominant C53F 
YPD 114Y, likely for resale. 

Plaxton Paramount-bodied Leyland Tigers RIW 3364 
and WLT 713 are acquisitions from Circle-Line. RIW is 
to be readied for service use here, but WLT is to be 
sold after being made fit (its former Routemaster 
registration being retained however). 

Unusual Reeve Burgess-bodied Tiger B277 YSL has 
gone back to Scotland without being used here and is 
now with Kelly of Cumbernauld, whilst Tiger JDE 189X 
has been scrapped at the depot after its intended use 
as a source of spares only. Freight Rover Sherpa E164 
TWO has gone to Burkes, Cheltenham (dealer) for 
scrap also. 


West, Woodford 


New SCUK-bodied Dennis Javelin S275 LRY is 
at work. 


Western Greyhound, Newquay 


Some Cornwall County Council tenders have been won 
for local bus services in the Truro, Newquay and 
Wadebridge areas and it is understood that some new 
vehicles may be taken into stock for this work. 


Westward Travel, Glos 


Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW H43/31F 34 (KRU 844W) 
is now in stock from A-Bus of Bristol, whilst former 
Durbins Leyland Tiger TRCTL11/3R/Plaxton Paramount 
3200 C57F 35 (A611 XKU) is a replacement for 
accident victim NIL 7916. 


BUSES 


Whippet, Fenstanton 


Volvo B10BLE/Wright Renown demonstrator R460 VOP 
has been on trial here. 


The last-remaining Duple Caribbean-bodied DAF, A807 
REW, has sustained heavy accident damage and its 
future is reported in doubt. 


Wicks, Braintree 


Now uncommon Plaxton-bodied Seddon Pennine FLY 
755J has been withdrawn and sold. 


Wilfreda-Beehive, Adwick-le-Street 


From Bluebird Buses come Leyland Leopard 
PSU3E/4R/Duple Dominant | C49F CRS 70T and 
PSU3G/4R/Duple Dominant II Express C49F PSO 29W 
(TSV 720, ORS 108W). 


Wilts & Dorset 


The company’s first MCW Metrorider, 2301 (E452 
MEL) is now relicensed and back in service at 
Salisbury, ex-Reserve. 


Damory Coaches now has former Filers of 
\lfracombe/Newport Leyland Lynx D112 NDW as 5055. 
Damory Lynx 5056 (E297 OMG) is temporarily on loan, 
also to ‘low-floor city’, Salisbury. 


Yellow Buses, Bournemouth 


Orders now call for a pioneering batch of nine new 
Dennis Lolynes, expected to be numbered 271-8 and 
for service 20. Not an April fool, nor a spelling error, the 
Lolyne is a new low-floor body by East Lancs. The new 
double-deckers are due for Spring this year. 


Volvo Citybus/East Lancs 2 (D200 ELJ) is now back in 
the main bus fleet, renumbered 200, all this batch (200- 
4) now being rebuilt at the rear, fashionably (but less 
attractively) now without rear lower saloon windows. 


Convertible open-top Daimler Fleetlines 132/4-9 (NFX 
132P etc) are now re-roofed and 135/9 have been 
away with Southern National on loan for school contract 
work, 137 on normal service, 133/40 not having been 
used last summer at all, being retained in store with 
roofs fitted, 133 freshly back in yellow after a period 
with Christchurch Buses in blue livery. 


Leyland Fleetline 153 (ERU 153V) has been acquired 
by an Austrian enthusiast who regularly visits 
Bournemouth each year to travel with Yellow Buses — 
and has now bought his own to take home with him. 
Sisters delicensed are 157-61 (ERU 157-60V, GRU 
161V) whilst 154/5 (ERU 154/5V) are stored withdrawn 
for disposal, 156 (ERU 156V) transferring across to 
Christchurch Buses. The last main-fleet Leyland- 
engined Fleetline at work was 160 at the end of 
September, only the convertibles retaining 

this combination. 


Despite the thinning of Fleetline stock only recently, it is 
noteworthy that the 1999 season should see examples 
from all ten standard sub-batches of the type taken into 
stock between 1965 and 1980 operating in the town! 
These comprise CRU-Cs from 1965 (closed 
top/convertible), 1972 DLJ-L, 1973 OEL-M, 1975 NFX- 
P, 1977 VFX-S, 1978 AJT-T, 1979 ERU-V, 1980 GRU-V 
and 1980 MFX-W batches. Only the unique MH Cars- 
bodied 1964 batch (40, 41: ALJ 340/1) will not be at 
work, although happily 40 survives in the Museum 
collection. 

Alexander-bodied Volvo Citybus 213 (F213 WRU) is 
now back in traffic again after suffering a low-bridge 
contretemps for the second time. 

It is pleasing to report that utility Guy Arab 40 (FRU 
224) continues in ancillary use as a crane and, to mark 
its 54th year of service to the Undertaking, has been 
treated to a full overhaul and repaint, complete with 
Yellow Buses fleetnames. Its original purpose was for 
trolleybus traction pole erection/removal — these days, 
it is used to lift convertible open-top bus roofs. Ancillary 
AEC Regent | 12 (VH 6217), converted into a tower 
wagon 50 years ago in 1948, has recently been 
reactivated by the Transport Museum and has been 
busy fitting new overhead lights at the Museum’s Poole 
site. 


Yeoman, Hereford 


Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW H43/31F PEU 515R is now 
in stock ex-Circle Line, Gloucester and has replaced 
former West Riding VRT/SL2 GHL 192L. 


Yorkshire Coastliner BL 


Mercedes-Benz 811D 483 (E283 TWW) has been 
withdrawn and sold to Fleetmaster Bus & Coach 
of Horsham. 


February 1999 


Yorkshire Traction YT 


New Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton Beaver 2s 
342-9 (S342-9 SWF) carry roof branding ‘Investing in 
the Future of Doncaster’, along with underlined 
fleetnames. Within just a few days, 346 suffered 
accident damage sufficient to warrant its return to 
Plaxtons for repair. 


A new fleetname style is in evidence, set on two lines 
and underlined, Dennis Darts 423/4/6 (L423 LET etc) 
being first to carry this, followed by Scania 277 (K277 
EWA), then Leyland Olympian 631 (A631 WDT) and 
MCW Metrobus 716 (D716 NKY), whilst Leyland 
National 2 244 (NKU 244X) and Leyland Lynx 286 (F42 
ENF) now have fleetnames above their windows after 
repaint recently. 


Olympian 618 (SHE 618Y) has been in use as a 
temporary driver trainer. 


Yorkshire Travel, Dewsbury 


Further minibus acquisitions are Renault S56/Reeve 
Burgess B25F 22 and 23 (E402 BCT, E425 XKU) from 
Mainline but new to Lincoln City, both now in white fleet 
livery. 

Minis 32 and 35 have been withdrawn although 35 has 
been busy as a crew ferry vehicle. 


Zaks, Birmingham 


A further trio of new Mercedes-Benz Vario 
0.814/Plaxton Beaver 2 is S577-9 XOM. Acquired 
Mercedes-Benz 307D F768 UVN is also in stock. 


CHANNEL ISLANDS 


Guernseybus 


Former MTL Optare MetroRider MRO3/B31F 
J210/4/6/8/20 BWU are now allocated fleetnumbers 65- 
69 and are due into service during 1999. Bristol LHs 
65, 67 and 69 (31906, 31926, 31928) are now 
renumbered 64, 63 and 61 respectively to make way for 
the newly-arrived Optares as a consecutive block. 


Island FM overall-advertising AEC Regent III open- 
topper 15 (58651) is to be returned to service for the 
1999 season, having suffered some bodywork 
problems and later a little cannibalisation (to return 14 
to use after a radiator failure) during 1998. Surprisingly 
perhaps, it was expected at one stage that the as-yet 
unfinished forward-entrance Regent III closed-topper 20 
would be finished as a partial open-topper with 15 
being the first RT-type withdrawn; however, the cost of 
transferring the advertising vinyls onto 20 has prompted 
retention of 15. Open-top Leyland Tiger PS1 16 
remains a trusty vehicle, notably returning a creditable 
fuel-consumption of 16mpg. 


Albion Nimbus formerly 173 (14651) survives in 
preservation in England and is re-registered 
EBW 112B. 


Aurigny 
Leyland National OJD 905R and ex-Guernsey Bristol 
LHs 5597 and 12728 remain in use at Jersey Airport. 
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Jerseybus 


New are Dennis Dart/Plaxton Pointer B40F 40, 49 (J 
61334, 64744) and 67-69 (J 64745, 85325, 11467) — 
as usual, odd fleetnumbers are the result of gap-filling, 
such that the entire fleet is now numbered 1-69, with 
the exception of 13, which is always left unused here. 
These latest Darts revert to conventional roller blind 
indicator displays, in place of electronic displays. 


The existing Duple-bodied Ford 40 (J 15079) has been 
withdrawn and scrapped, similar 49 (J 14951) being 
renumbered 9. Willowbrook-bodied Ford 9 (J 33627) 
has escaped the cutter’s torch and is now with Powells 
HGV Training School and in its red/white livery, where it 
is expected to replace that concern’s Duple Vega 31- 
bodied Bedford J 35352. 


By this October, Dennis Darts, Leyland Swifts and Ford 
R1015s appear most commonly on service, with 
R1014s relegated to schools work. Eleven Darts were 
recently noted carrying overall advertisements, these 
being 4 (Top Personnel), 6 (Ribena), 7 (Bavaria Lager), 
8 (Co-op), 10 (Steeple Finance), 12 (Funland 
Amusements), 16 (Steeple Finance), 22 (Zero 
Violence), 27 (Royal Scot), 44 (Tailor Made) and 68 
(Coca-Cola), supplemented by MetroRiders 3 (Top 
Personnel) and 28 (PBS) and Ford R1014s 31 (Jersey 
Pearl) and 61 (Park Personnel). 


Thanks to Roy Humphrey for additional information 
this month. 


Pioneer Coaches 


The ever-popular Leyland Swift continues to increase in 
number here, with this operator acquiring former 
Rhondda/Harris Bus LBM6T/2RA/Wadham Stringer 
Vanguard B37F E308/9 HPU along with former 
Harrogate & District twin G111 VMM. 


Puddle Ducks 


This unusual amphibious-vehicle operator (on the 
Elizabeth Castle-Grand Hotel shuttle service) is named 
Puddle Ducks rather than Paddle Ducks. 


Tantivy Blue Coach Tours 


Two more ex-British Leyland Swifts now registered and 
put into use are Wadham Stringer C41F-bodied 23 and 
24 (J 91155, 92124; F300/1 MNk). 24 notably carries 
the highest-ever number allocated to a PSV in Jersey. 


Swift/Wadham Stringer C39F F154/5 KGS are due to 
be in service by now, next prepared being F155 KGS 
expected as 25 here. 


Former Mascot Duple-bodied Bedford 64 (J 20997) and 
similar but ex-Tantivy 73 (J 58925) have both been 
scrapped. 


... and finally 


Having reduced the full-sized bus to the midi and the 
midi to the mini, the latest initiative is apparently to do 
away with the bus altogether and allow passengers to 
walk, crocodile fashion, between a ‘driver’ and a 
‘conductor’, the so-termed ‘walking bus’ dropping its 
‘passengers’ at selected points. It's a good job this isn’t 
the April issue perhaps, but April fool it isn’t; the one 
ingredient | have left out thus far is that this unusual 
scheme is the brainchild of Wheatfields Junior School 
in St Albans and this is to safeguard its children to and 
from school. 
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Seen in service in 
Inverness is 
Bluebird Buses 
Alexander ALX200- 
bodied Dennis Dart 
SLF 475 (S475 JSR). 
MURDOCH CURRIE 
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Reports to be sent, please, to Sandy Macdonaid, 
12 Morton Gardens, Maxwell Park, Glasgow 


G41 4AF, to reach him by 19 February for the 
April issue. 


Airpark, Linwood 


This Glasgow Airport park and ride service operator 
took delivery of Onyx C20F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 
614Ds S330-2 CSF in November. They replaced 
Crystals-bodied Mercedes-Benz 609Ds N327-9 MHS 
which were sold to Western (dealer), Newbridge in 
exchange. 


Allan & Black, Aboyne 


An unusual addition to this fleet in August was D727 
GDE, a Scania K92CRB with East Lancs B57F 
bodywork previously with Bullock, Cheadle but new to 
Jones, Login. 


Allander, Milngavie 


Van Hool C50Ft-bodied Volvo B10M-61 GIL 1685 (LSK 
815, E633 UNE) was acquired from Martin, Spean 
Bridge in exchange for similar C53F-bodied B10M-62 
AT08 (4143 AT, L718 ADS, KSK 983). Van Hool-bodied 
Volvo B10M-60, ATO6 (4670 AT, K682 SHS, 2367 AT, 
K714 TSD) was re-registered K195 MSB before being 
sold to Moseley (dealer), Glenmavis in October. 


Allison, Dunfermline 


NDZ 7928/30 are Wright B26F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 
811Ds acquired in October, having previously been 
Metroline London Northern MW28, 30. Similar NDZ 
7927 mentioned last month was also previously 
Metroline London Northern. 


Leyland Lynxes D122 FLS and D634 BBV did not stay 
long in this fleet, having been sold to Fleet Sales 
(dealer), Liverpool in October and subsequently to 
Nova Scotia Travel, Winsford. 


Arriva Scotland West / 


860-3 (S860-3 OGB) are Alexander ALX200-bodied 
Dennis Dart SLFs which entered service at the 
beginning of December in Arriva livery and carrying 
route branding for service 68 to Gallowhill. 


884 (H677 GPF) is another East Lancs H45/31F-bodied 
Volvo Citybus B10M-50 to join this fleet from Arriva the 
Shires. It is in full Arriva livery and allocated to 
Inchinnan depot. 

Plaxton Prestige-bodied LPG powered DAF 
demonstrator P10 LPG had left the fleet by the end of 
October. Mercedes-Benz 811D 325 has been repainted 
into Arriva livery and Leyland Titan 916 is now H44/26F 
ex-H44/26D. 


With reference to the December issue, Mercedes-Benz 
711D 264 is now said to have lost its entire Food Giant 
advertisement in favour of a mainly white treatment for 
Kwik Save, with Arriva livery on its front. Scania L113 
507, now in Arriva colours, previously carried Clydeside 
livery and not an advertising livery as stated. 


The SPT subsidised service network in the 
Cumbernauld area was revised from 6 December, with 
new half hourly service 342 (Cumbernauld town centre- 
Cumbernauld railway station) being introduced at that 
time. Service 347 (Kirkintilloch or Kilsyth-Monklands 
Hospital) was revised to incorporate Henderson Travel 
journeys between Kirkintilloch and Cumbernauld and 
now runs as jointly operated Arriva/Henderson services 
47 (Kirkintilloch-Monklands Hospital) during the day 
and 47A (Kilsyth-Monklands Hospital) in evenings and 
on Sundays. 


Ayrliners, Kirkoswald 


Further to the item last month, this company appears to 
have gone out of business before commencing the two 
SPT subsidised bus services in the Dundonald area. 


Bulldog, Whitburn 


Half hourly Monday to Friday service B16 
(Bathgate/Boghall circular) was registered with effect 
from 14 December. 


Canavan, Kilsyth 


Dormobile-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D H671 AGD is 
now with City Sprinter, Renfrew. 


Carrick, Ayr 
Alexander B53F-bodied Leyland Leopard PSU3G/4R 


PSX 182Y joined this fleet some time ago, having 
previously been Fife Scottish 182. 


Cityliner, Port Glasgow 


Plaxton-bodied Volvo coaches G369 REG and WJ! 
5868 (G453 VSL) were sold to Kirkby (dealer), Anston 
last August. 


City Sprinter, Renfrew 


Two Mercedes-Benz buses acquired recently are 
Alexander B20F-bodied L608D D444 UHC ex-Arriva 
Cymru MMM44, and Dormobile B29F-bodied 709D 
H671 AGD ex-Canavan, Kilsyth. The rear of the latter 
carried a Christmas and New Year greetings message 
during December. 


Clyde Coast, Ardrossan 


Van Hool-bodied Volvo B10M-61 Rul 6395 (F256 MGB, 
LSK 506, F765 ENE) passed to Allison, Newton 
Stewart in October. Jonckheere-bodied Volvo B10M-62 
RJl 1890 (N936 RBC) was sold to Moseley (dealer), 
Glenmavis at that time. 


Clyne, Brora 


This operator has purchased F128 YVP, a B28F MCW 
Metrorider MF158/16 previously East London MRL128. 


Coakley, Motherwell 


S280 LGA is another Mellor B29F-bodied Mercedes- 
Benz 0.810 which was added to the fleet in October, 
while S300 CBC and S400 CBC are a further pair of 
Dennis Dart SLFs with Marshall B43F bodywork which 
entered service in November. 

More used vehicles have also been added recently 
comprising B23F MCW Metrorider MF151/3 D664 NNE 
ex-Greater Manchester South 1664; Northern Counties 
B23F-bodied Renault S56 E611 LFV ex-Arriva Midlands 
North 350; B31F MCW Metrorider MF158/013 F112 
NPU ex-First Glasgow GM64; and Wadham Stringer 
B33F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 811D M887 DDS ex- 
Davidson, Bathgate. The first three arrived in October 
and the latter in November, while F112 NPU may not 
be used. 


Crawford, Neilston 


Van Hool C53Ft-bodied Volvo B10M-62 M268 POS was 
sold to Moseley (dealer), Glenmavis in October. 


Dart, Paisley 


Further to the December issue, recently acquired 
Leyland National MDT 265W was previously registered 
KWA 21W. 

Leyland National 10351As N26 (NIL 5375, YYE 288T) 
and N34 (XPC 17S) were sold to Thames Valley Bus & 
Coach (dealer), Weybridge by November. 


Davidson, Bathgate 


Wadham Stringer-bodied Mercedes-Benz 811D 

M887 DDS was sold to Blythswood (dealer), Glasgow 
last year and is now with Coakley, Motherwell as 
reported above. 


Fairline, Glasgow 


Crystals C20F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 609D M34 CHS 
passed to Shetland operator Nicolson, Cunningsburgh 
in September. 


Fife Scottish ST 


Carlyle-bodied Mercedes-Benz 811D H101 HDV has 
been numbered 10. Leyland Titans rebuilt last year 
from dual to single door include 
750/9/73/80/1/3/90/2/3/5/6/8 (H44/29F ex-H44/26D), 
751 (H44/27F ex-H44/24D), 757/70/8 (H44/28F ex- 
H44/24D), and 776/89 (H44/29F ex-H44/24D). Another 
example of this type, WYV 3T, has been converted into 
an exhibition unit and was loaned to Stagecoach 
Manchester in August. 

Alexander-bodied Leyland Leopard 182 (PSX 182Y) is 
now owned by Carrick, Ayr, while Alexander-bodied 
Ailsas 817 (LSX 17P), 851/6 (OSC 51/6V) were 
purchased by Stuart, Carluke last autumn. 


First Aberdeen FG 


The balance of the new Wright B40F-bodied Scania 
L94UB buses entered service in November as 555/9-61 
(S555/9-61 JSE). They are all in corporate pastel livery 
with Gold Service branding like those reported last 
month, although 553 had not been given this branding 
by the middle of December. It should be noted that 
once again this company has managed to obtain a 
cherished mark to complete a batch, in this case S555 
JSE. These buses have been used to partially convert 
services 11,12,14 and 15 although it is intended that 
they will move to service 22 early in the new year. Their 
public address systems are now active, allowing the 
broadcasting of radio programmes chosen by the driver 
rather than being related to the customers’ taste, which 
can have unfortunate results! The music can be over- 
ridden by the driver to make service announcements 
but so far only one driver has been known to do this. 


Mercedes-Benz 0.405 510 was repainted into an 
allover red advertising livery for Aberdeen Tool Rental 
in November. In the same month Leyland Olympian 116 
lost its overall advertisement for Grampian Police in 
favour of an allover blue treatment to the order of the 
Princess Royal Trust for Carers, and by early 
December it had received its usual front end festive 
illuminations for the Christmas period. The Leyland 
Atlanteans which carried these decorations in previous 
years are no longer in service but the tradition has 
been carried on by similar 343-5 instead. 


S838 VAG, the Plaxton/Dennis Super Pointer Dart 
demonstrator, left the fleet on 12 November when it 
moved to First Glasgow. 


To conclude the centenary celebrations the Princess 
Royal visited King Street depot on 25 November as it 
was announced that £62,000 had been raised for local 
charities. The Princess also unveiled Leyland Olympian 
116 in its new colours before being shown an exhibition 
of preserved Aberdeen vehicles and a selection of new 
generation FirstGroup vehicles. Representing the range 
were First Quickstep Optare Solo B27F 2306 (S306 
EWU), First Aberdeen Scania L94UB 560, First 
Manchester Wright Fusion ADP55D-bodied Volvo 
B10LA 2001 (S111 FML), and an un-registered New 
World FirstBus Alexander ALX500-bodied Dennis 
Trident. The latter bus was subsequently shipped to 
Hong Kong while the B10LA was returned to 
Manchester although the company hopes to borrow it 
again in the near future for service. The Optare Solo 
was also returned without being used. 


With the centenary celebrations now over, the 

former Aberdeen Corporation Shinnie-bodied horse- 
drawn tramear has been returned to the Grampian 
Transport Museum at Alford having spent the year with 
First Aberdeen. 


First Glasgow FG 


As reported above, S838 VAG, a Plaxton/Dennis 
Super Pointer Dart demonstrator, arrived on loan in 
mid-November for a two-week period and was put to 
work from Cumbernauld depot with internal 
identification DEMS. 


Ailsas A56, 100/29; Dennis Dorchester SD15; Leyland 
Tiger CT99, ST324/61/3/9/75/84; MCW Metrobus 
MB50; Volvo B10Ms SV430/76; Volvo Citybuses AH57, 
79, 80, 91/7; and Volvo Olympian VO81 have recently 
received the allover red livery, the latter vehicle having 
previously been an allover advertisement for Barr's soft 
drinks. With reference to the December issue, Volvo 
Citybus AH7 was still orange and black in early 
December, and not red as previously stated. 


Alexander-bodied Leyland Olympians GLO2 (C808 
KHS) and GLO6 (C115 BTS) were renumbered LO2, 6 
in October. MCW Metrobuses MB64/5 have reverted to 
bus seating and are now H46/31F ex-DPH43/29F. 


SHETLAND SHOPPERS 


With the final Rural Transport Grant arrangements only being 
published by the Government almost halfway into the current 
financial year, there has been a certain amount of pressure 
placed on tendering authorities to ensure that most or all of 
the grant allocated to them for this financial year would be 
spent, in order not to risk losing it. 


With this background, by November Shetland Islands 
Council had arranged for the introduction of 11 new services. 
It also had plans to introduce a further seven bus services 
soon afterwards, together with up to 10 additional ferry 
services. It was also looking at the possibility of funding some 
new airstrips out of the capital element of the grant in order to 
develop inter-island air services further. 


Having embarked in 1997 on a policy of enhancing bus 
services, particularly links designed for shopping trips for the 
more rural residents, the Rural Transport Grant has been 
used to expand these facilities. In November, J. A. & G. D. 
Nicolson, of Cunningsburgh, introduced four new services of 
this type comprising two Rural Shopper and two Dial a Bus 
facilities. Every second Monday from 16 November one return 
trip is being provided between Hoswick and Lerwick via 
Setter, while on every other Monday one return trip is 
provided between Hoswick and Dunrossness via Brentfield 
and Setter. For two hours every Tuesday a Dial a Bus Local 
Shopper service operates in the Cunningsburgh area 
including Fladdabister and Aithsetter, and for two hours every 
Friday a similar service operates in the Sandwick area 
including Hoswick and Leebotten. 


WESTERN ISLES SATISFACTION 


In April 1996 Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles 
Council) implemented a wide ranging package of bus service 
improvements as a result of opportunities arising from a 
decision to integrate the previously separate tendering for 
school transport and local bus service contracts. In common 
with other rural areas where bus services have been altered 
after a long period of stability, there was a lot of negative 
reaction to the changes at the time but a Comhairle survey of 


Thirty-six vehicles were sold from storage to Dunsmore 
(dealer), Larkhall in November comprising Alexander- 


First Lowland FG 


users two years later has demonstrated that the revised 
services are now highly thought of. 


One thousand survey forms were distributed and more than 
500 returned. The results show that 80% of those who 
responded think that the bus services to their community are 
either excellent or good, whilst 92% said that the timings are 
very convenient or convenient and 88% thought that fares 
were reasonable or very reasonable. Bus passengers not 
living in the islands were invited to complete a separate 
visitors’ survey; 47% of respondents to this said that they had 
found the bus services to be excellent while 43% said that 
they were good. The Western Isles Tourist Board has noted 
that bus services were greatly improved by the changes and 
this has had significant benefits for the tourist industry. 


Currently, in an area which has a total population of under 
30,000, there are some 800,000 fare paying passengers 
using the buses per annum together with approximately one 
million school pupil journeys being made on an annual basis. 


The Chairman of Comhairle’s Transportation Committee has 
welcomed the fact that in some areas passenger numbers 
have doubled, and has noted that many people who have 
access to a car are using the services. There is, however, no 
complacency and it is intended to continue to introduce 
improvements, particularly in the quality of buses being used. 
Having introduced additional evening services in October with 
Rural Transport Grant funding, a further improvement likely in 
the near future is a service between North Uist and the 
adjacent island of Berneray, recently joined by a new 
900metre causeway. 


At the end of October a party of councillors and officials 
returning from the Comhairle’s full Council meeting on 
Benbecula became the first bus passengers to cross the 
causeway, which is protected by armour rocks weighing up to 
4.5tonnes and incorporates a sea mammal culvert to enable 
seals, dolphins and porpoises to swim through, together with 
separate otter culverts at each end. When it came to making 
the return journey, the two buses were involved in the 
causeway’s first traffic jam as they executed three point turns 
on the unfinished surface! 


The earlier reported transfer of Plaxton-bodied Leyland 
Leopard 468 (HSU 273, OUF 51W, 411 DCD, LPN 


bodied Ailsas A28/9 (CSU 236/7X), A64/6/9, 81 (KGG 
124/6/9/0Y); Alexander-bodied Leyland Atlanteans 
LA1391, 1420 (RDS 580, 609W), LA1451/2 (HSO 
286/90X), LA1453 (LRS 291W); Alexander-bodied 
Leyland Leopards SL246 (PSU 156W), SL251 (TSU 
651W), SL263/5 (LUS 433/5Y); Roe-bodied Leyland 
Olympian LO9 (CGG 832X); ECW-bodied Leyland 
Olympians LO13/5/6 (CGG 836/8/9X), LO29, 30/3 
(KGG 149/50/3Y), LO46 (A375 TGB), LO112-4 (ULS 
97-9X); Alexander-bodied Leyland Olympian LO17 
(ESU 4X); Alexander-bodied Leyland Tigers CT204/6 
(FGG 604/1X), ST348 (A28 VDS); Alexander-bodied 


MCW Metrobuses DM151/2/4 (A469/71/3 GMS); MCW- 


bodied Metrobus MB29 (KGG 170Y); and MCW 
Metroriders MM26 (F301 MGB, 89-D-15), MM28 (F303 
MGB, 88-D-31371). Alexander-bodied Leyland 
Atlanteans LA1331 (LSU 388V), LA1408 (RDS 597W); 
MCW-bodied MCW Metrobus MB37 (A731 RNS); and 
MCW Metrorider GM6 (E933 XYS) were also sold in 
November, LA1408 having been the last Atlantean 
noted in passenger service. 


os eecaagne ee 


February 1999 


More Van Hool-bodied DAF coaches which were taken 
into the fleet around last April for the summer season 
comprised C55F-bodied MB230LTRH615 2111 (K529 
RJX), C51Ft-bodied MB230LT615 2112 (M804 RCP), 
and C51Ft-bodied MB230LTRH615 2116 (K537 RJX). 
EOS 180Z integral coaches R81/2 GNW, which also 
arrived in April, are both C44Ft and numbered 2109/10. 
Van Hool-bodied DAF K539 RJX, another summer 
season loan, is numbered 2114. All of these coaches 
came from Arriva (dealer), Gomersal. 

To make way for the former First Glasgow Leyland 
Tiger A36 VDS, the former Glass, Haddington Plaxton- 
bodied Leyland Tiger JFS 166X was renumbered from 
366 to166 in October. 


Further vehicles transferred from First Midland Bluebird 
in the latter half of 1998 comprised Plaxton-bodied 
Dennis Javelin 2409 (L109 OSX); Duple-bodied Dennis 
Javelin 2419 (A19 SMT, F250 OFP); Alexander-bodied 
Dodge S56s 1422/3/30 (D752/3/0 DSH); Duple-bodied 
Leyland Tiger 141 (SSU 841, D141 HMS); and Plaxton- 
bodied Volvo B10M-60 2205 (FSU 315, F412 DUG); 


357W) to this company apparently did not take place 
until around December. Transfers to First Midland 
Bluebird have comprised Plaxton-bodied Dennis Darts 
225-7 (R225-7 GFS); Plaxton-bodied Scania 
K113CRBs 2104/5 (PSU 314/5, H104/5 TSH); and Van 
Hool-bodied Scania K118CRB 2106 (M106 PKS). 


Livery changes to record are those of Leyland Tigers 
316/26/66 to Lowland FirstBus colours; Leyland Tiger 
141, Leyland Leopard 401 and Dennis Javelins 2408- 
10/9 to Lowland coach colours; and Ailsa 1088 and 
Renault S75 1471 to SMT FirstBus colours. 2408-10 
had previously been in Scottish Citylink colours. 


Further Volvo Olympians have been given route 
branding for service 86 (Clerwood-Dalkeith) including 
1312/4/5/7/21 while Dennis Dart 223 is another 
example of its type to be given route branding for 
service 66 (Wallyford-Balerno). Using Rural Transport 
Grant money, from the beginning of November East 
Lothian Council arranged for SMT service 128 
(Haddington-Eastern General Hospital/Kinnaird Park) 
to be converted to an ‘All Aboard’ service and low-floor 
buses are now being used; Dennis Dart 206 has been 
given appropriate route branding above the side 
windows and carries East Lothian Council logos. 


Vehicles sold during the past year or so to Dunsmore 
(dealer), Larkhall include Alexander-bodied Ailsas 1026 
(CSG 7768S), 1036/9/40 (TSJ 596/9, 600S), 1042/4/7 
(BGG 252/4/7S); ECW-bodied Bristol VRT 1890 (MDL 
650R); Alexander-bodied Dennis Dominator 1884 (TYS 
264W); Alexander-bodied Leyland Atlantean 742 (DSA 
242T); ECW-bodied Leyland Fleetline 1861 (GSC 
861T); Alexander-bodied Renault S56 1458 (E458 
JSG); Alexander-bodied Seddon Pennines 
1613/22/5/7/9/30 (SSX 613/22/5/7/9/30V), 1635/6/7/50 
(YSG 635/6/7/50W), 9983 (JSF 924T); Plaxton-bodied 
Seddon Pennines 1663 (VFS 324V, PSU 315, OSF 
963V), 1668 (ESF 571W, PSU 318, DSC 975W); and 
Plaxton-bodied Leyland Tiger NBD 106Y (WLT 770, 
NBD 106Y). ECW-bodied Bristol VRT 1895 (NDL 
655R) was sold to Shepherd, Edinburgh, possibly for 
preservation. EOS 180Z 2110 (R82 GNW) mentioned 
above, and Van Hool-bodied DAF coaches 2111 (K529 
RJX), 2118/9 (N68, 74 FWU) were returned to Arriva 
(dealer), Gomersal in November. 

Berwick depot moved in September to a former petrol 
station at Scremerston which is also used by Arriva 
Northumbria. 
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Also with Bluebird is 
this Jonckheere 
Modulo-bodied 
Volvo B10M, 659 
(S659 JSR). 
MURDOCH CURRIE 
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This Mercedes-Benz 
Vario of First 
Glasgow, MA209 
(R401 HYG) came 
from First 
Calderline. 
MURDOCH CURRIE 
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First Midland Bluebird FG 


523/5/6 (S523/5/6 UMS) are further Wright B40F- 
bodied Scania L113CRLs which were new in 
September, and 240-2 (S240-2 CSF) are more Plaxton 
Pointer B37F-bodied Dennis Dart SLFs which arrived in 
November. The former are allocated to Bannockburn 
depot and the latter to Linlithgow, and all are in 
corporate livery. 


2210/4 (M36/7 KAX) are Plaxton C49Ft-bodied Volvo 
B10M-62s acquired in August ex-Bebb, Llantwit Fardre, 
while 2213/5 (M41, 39 KAX) are similar but C46Ft and 
also ex-Bebb. They entered service from Linlithgow 
depot in allover white with Scottish Citylink logos. 


Former First Glasgow Alexander-bodied Leyland Tigers 
A23,32 VDS have been numbered 353/62 and similar 
OUS 11Y is numbered 171, correcting the December 
issue. Alexander-bodied Mercedes-Benz 811D F623 
XMS has been numbered 617 and allocated to Larbert. 


Further vehicles transferred to First Lowland in the 
latter half of 1998 comprised Alexander-bodied Dodge 
$56s 1422/3/30 (D752/3/0 DSH); Plaxton-bodied Volvo 
B10M-60 2205 (FSU 315, F412 DUG); Plaxton-bodied 
Dennis Javelin 2409 (L109 OSX); and Duple-bodied 
Dennis Javelin 2419 (A19 SMT, F250 OFP); and Duple- 
bodied Leyland Tiger 141 (SSU 841, D141 HMS). The 
earlier reported transfer of Plaxton-bodied Leyland 
Leopard 468 (HSU 273, OUF 51W, 411 DCD, LPN 
357W) from this company apparently did not take place 
until around December. Transfers in the opposite 
direction, from First Lowland, have comprised Plaxton- 
bodied Dennis Darts 225-7 (R225-7 GFS); Plaxton- 
bodied Scania K113CRBs 2104/5 (PSU 314/5, H104/5 
TSH); and Van Hool-bodied Scania K113CRB 2106 
(M106 PKS). 


Dennis Darts 203-5; Leyland Atlantean 750; Leyland 
Leopard 451; Mercedes-Benz 811D 617; and Scania 
N113s 551/65/9 have now been repainted into Midland 
Bluebird FirstBus livery while Leyland Leopard 481, 
Leyland Tiger 171 and Renault S75 1485 are now in 
SMT FirstBus livery. It should be noted that Leyland 
Tigers 190/1 are in the Bluebird Coaches version of the 
cream and blue livery. 


Vehicles sold to Dunsmore (dealer), Larkhall during 
1998 included Alexander-bodied Leyland Atlanteans 
704/17 (ORS 204/17R), 724 (XSA 224S); Alexander- 
bodied Leyland Leopard 412 (TMS 412X); Duple- 
bodied Leyland Leopard MPL 130W; Duple Laser- 
bodied Leyland Tiger 132 (SSU 837, B132 PMS); 
Alexander-bodied Mercedes-Benz L608D 609 (D229 
UHC); Alexander-bodied Renault S56s 1437/47 
(E437/47 JSG). 717 had been stripped for spares at 
Lowland’s Galashiels depot prior to disposal. 


First Stop, Renfrew 


Mercedes-Benz L608Ds recently added to this fleet 
comprise C409/11 VVN, with Reeve Burgess B20F 
bodywork ex-East Yorkshire 409/11; D963 UDY, similar 
but ex-Arriva Cymru MMM63; and D437 UHC, D172 
VRP with Alexander B20F bodywork ex-Arriva Cymru 
MMM37, 172. Another Mercedes-Benz already in the 
fleet, N964 ODF, is also now being used on local 
service work. 

Two livery styles recently introduced are allover white, 
and white with dark red lower panels, in both cases 
with yellow First Stop Travel fleetnames. 


Goosecroft, Denny 


F194 YDA is an MCW Metrorider MF158/12 with 
DP31F bodywork acquired in September ex-Stanwell 
Buses MRL90. Reeve Burgess B20F-bodied Mercedes- 
Benz L608D D468 EAJ was sold to Ramm (dealer), 
Sudden at that time. 


Guide Friday 


KYV 327X is another Leyland Titan which has joined 
the Edinburgh fleet in Airbus Express livery for use on 
that service. Park Royal-bodied Leyland Atlantean VPA 
152S has been re-registered WYJ 759, the mark 
previously carried by an MCW-bodied Leyland 
Atlantean allocated last summer to Stratford upon 
Avon. East Lancs-bodied Leyland Atlantean XNN 664S 
has been withdrawn. 


Hall, Kennoway 


OKU 52A (KVE 908P) is an AEC Reliance with Plaxton 
C49F bodywork acquired in November, having 
previously been with Tyrer, Trawden. 


Henderson, Hamilton 


Alexander-bodied Mercedes-Benz 711D P240 OSF, 
previously allover blue with Henderson Citybus 
fleetnames, has been given a mainly white overall 
advertisement to the order of Specsavers. 


Highland Bus & Coach RN 


Alexander-bodied Leyland Leopard L863 (GCS 63V) 
was transferred to Highland Country in September. 


Highland Country 2 


6045 (M45 KAX) is a Volvo B10M-62 with Plaxton 
C46Ft coachwork acquired around September ex- 
Bebb, Llantwit Fardre; it entered service from Fort 
William depot in allover white. 


Alexander-bodied Leyland Leopard GCS 63V was 
transferred to this fleet from Highland Bus & Coach in 
September; previously numbered L863, it has been 
numbered 2063 in this fleet and repainted blue and 
grey with red stripe. Plaxton C51Ft-bodied Volvo B10M- 
61 GAZ 4632 (A157 PKR) was also transferred in at 
that time from the Rapson’s Coaches fleet and has 
been numbered 6632. These two vehicles are also 
allocated to Fort William depot. 

lrizar-bodied Volvo B10M-61 666 TPJ (D312 ETS) was 
returned to its owner, Travel Dundee, around August 
after being on loan for an extended spell. 

It would appear that this company has taken over the 
bus operations of the Cairngorm Chairlift Company, of 
Aviemore. Three vehicles are reported to have been 
involved, comprising Jonckheere B47F-bodied Scania 
K92CRB D92 MKxX; Made to Measure-bodied 16-seat 
LDV 400 J438 MDB; and another LDV, M649 WAS, but 
further details are awaited. 

The former Fort William depot was being demolished in 
November to make way for a new supermarket. 


Houstoun, Uphall Station 


From early December additional subsidised Monday to 
Saturday journeys have been provided on service 491 
between Livingston and Braehead via West Calder and 
Forth, together with a Thursday only service 493 
between Livingston and Tarbrax via West Calder 
comprising two return journeys. 


Irvine, Law 
OSN 857Y is a Northern Counties H48/36F-bodied 


Ailsa B55-10 acquired last July, having previously been 
Travel Dundee 57. 


JD Travel, Calderbank 


Alexander H44/35F-bodied Ailsa B55-10 OSC 56V was 
acquired in October from Stuart, Carluke. 


King, Kirkcowan 

Carlyle-bodied Ford Transit C195 KBH was scrapped in 
November 1997 while Reeve Burgess-bodied 
Mercedes-Benz L307D BSM 683X and Plaxton-bodied 
DAF SB2300DHTD585 WLX 528 (A878 PJX) passed 
to Clayshorn Caravan Park, Sandhead and Arthur, 
Limavady respectively last year. 


Lafferty, Glenboig 


G110/6 KUB are a pair of Optare StarRider B26F- 
bodied Mercedes-Benz 811Ds acquired in October ex- 
MTL London SR110/6. 


Leask, Lerwick 


Plaxton C31F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 0.810 S20 JLS 
was new for this fleet in November. 


Liddell, Auchinleck 


The latest purchase by this operator is UNA 8198S, a 
Leyland Atlantean AN68A/1R with Park Royal H43/32F 
bodywork, last owned by Fingland, Manchester where it 
was numbered 939. 


Lothian 


Alexander-bodied Leyland Olympians 300-9 are to 
become the latest open-top vehicles in the fleet and will 
replace ageing Leyland Atlanteans on the Edinburgh 
Classic Tour. They are expected to lose their centre 
doors in the process, and conversion work on 300 had 
commenced by late-November. 


Jacking up of the low railway bridge on the 

disused Bilston Colliery line at Lasswade at the end of 
November has allowed the conversion of service 
80/80A (Silverknowes-Polton Mill) from single-deck 
(Leyland Lynx) to double-deck (Leyland/Volvo 
Olympian) operation. It may be remembered that 
Alexander-bodied Leyland Atlantean 942, now part 

of the open-top fleet, was the last double-deck bus to 
try (unsuccessfully) to negotiate this bridge a few 
years ago. 

Fares were increased from 6 December including the 
cost of the Ridacard and one-day saver tickets, but it is 
likely that Ridacard users will also be able to enjoy free 
travel on SMT buses after 19.00hrs for the first time. 


McDade, Uddingston 


B12FL Talbot Freeway F590 HUS had gone from this 
fleet by October. 


MacEwan, Amisfield 


Bova Futura C53F integral N885 FSM was sold to 
Kirkby (dealer), Anston in October by which time the 
remains of various vehicles had gone, comprising 
Plaxton-bodied Leyland Leopards OHY 789R, PNW 
344W; Duple-bodied Leopard TMU 847Y (JRK 622k); 
and Carlyle-bodied Freight Rover Sherpas E165 TWO, 
E191/4 UKG. 

From 16 November one Monday to Saturday return 
journey was introduced between Selkirk and Edinburgh; 
the 05.30 journey to Edinburgh operates via Galashiels 
as service 195, and the evening peak return trip is via 
Lauder and St Boswells as service 128. 


McGill, Barrhead AA 


370 (G58 RGG, G673 NUA), a Reeve Burgess-bodied 
Renault S56, passed to Wilson, Carnwath last year. 


McKindless, Wishaw 


More vehicles purchased recently for this fleet, which 
now totals 52, comprise Leyland National 11351/1R- 
B49F GPC 732N ex-Gateshead; ECW H43/31F-bodied 
Bristol VRTs HRP 672N (SL2/6G) and RAU 809R 
(SL3/501), both ex-Stuart, Carluke; and Roe H43/30F- 
bodied Leyland Atlantean AN68B/1R KPJ 288W ex- 
London & Country AN288. 


McQueen, Garelochhead 


Two vehicles purchased by October were Optare 
StarRider B26F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 811D G112 
KUB ex-MTL London SR112, and AVB bodied 14-seat 
Ford Transit L742 NHE ex-Kennings. 


McTaggart, Greenock 


Bova FHD12.290-C49Ft integral K808 EET was sold to 
Caetano (dealer), Heather in October. 


Mackie, Alloa 


Jonckheere-bodied Volvo B10M-62 L6 LJA was re- 
registered SL 8417 in October. Bova EL26/581-C53F 
integral NSC 822X (PFG 362, SMS 213X) was sold to 
Bryson, Bonnybridge in October. 


Mairs, Aberdeen FG 


Scottish Citylink liveried Plaxton C48Ft-bodied Volvo 
B10M-60 702 (PSU 609, F408 DUG) was sold in 
November although not before its registration had been 
transferred to Volvo B10M-62 728 (L5 TCC). 


Marbill, Beith 


F335 RWK is a Leyland Tiger TRBTL11/2RP with 
Plaxton Derwent B54F body acquired in October ex- 
Travel West Midlands (Smiths) 7. 


Martin, Spean Bridge 

L544 PSB (4143 AT, L718 ADS, KSK 983) is a Volvo 
B10M-62 with Van Hool C53F coachwork purchased in 
October from Allander, Milngavie. GIL 1685 (LSK 815, 
E633 UNE), an older example of the same 
combination, went to Allander in exchange at that time. 


Meffan, Kirriemuir ¥1 


R207 OAO is a Mercedes-Benz 0.814 with Crystals 
C33F coachwork acquired in September from Reay, 
Fletchertown. 

The haulage business of C. S. Ferguson & Sons, 
Kirriemuir, with five articulated lorries, was purchased 
by this company around September. 


Meney, Saltcoats 


Van Hool T815 integral K100 RMS was sold to Moseley 
(dealer), Glenmavis in October. 


Meteor Parking, Edinburgh Airport 


East Lancs Spryte B43F-bodied Dennis Dart SLF P135 
LNF passed to this company in September, having 
previously been Stuart, Hyde 135. 


Midland, Auchterarder 


Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10M-60 2178 ND (F989 HGE) 
was re-registered F219 PSP in September before being 
sold to Moseley (dealer), Glenmavis which allowed Van 
Hool-bodied Volvo B10M-60 K993 OHS to be re- 
registered 2178 ND at that time. 


Mitchell, Plean 


Alexander-bodied Leyland Fleetline OCU 825R and 
Northern Counties-bodied Leyland Fleetline BVR 62T 
passed to Mason, Bo'ness and Hunter, Plean 
respectively in October. 


Orion, Wemyss Bay 


From 11 November this company stepped up its level 
of service on the route between Greenock and Gourock 
in competition with Arriva Scotland West. The service 
was extended from Gourock Pierhead to McKinroy’s 
Point and Sunday journeys were introduced. 


Park, Hamilton 


Van Hool-bodied Volvo B10M-60s KSK 952 (LSK 555), 
KSK 953 (KSK 950) and KSK 980 were re-registered 
N413-5 PYS in October. 

Plaxton-bodied Volvos H942/3 DRJ were acquired by 
Mid Wales, Penrhyncoch last year with similar H941/55 
DRu going to Reliance, Gravesend, while Van Hool- 
bodied Volvo N143 PYS (KSK 952, KSK 555) is now 
with Wickson, Walsall Wood. 


Paterson, Kilbirnie 


Van Hool C49Ft-bodied Volvo B10M-62 N93 HSJ 
has passed to the Great Scottish & Western 
Railway, Edinburgh. 


Post Office 


Another benefit from East Lothian Council's Rural 
Transport Grant was the introduction at the beginning 
of November of a wheelchair accessible service on 
route 157 (Haddington-Humbie) while route 153 
(Haddington-Garvald) has been extended to 

Stenton and is also operated by a wheelchair 
accessible vehicle. 


February 1999 


Puma, Glasgow 


Optare StarRider-bodied Mercedes-Benz F912 YWY 
has been given fleetnumber 916. Two MCW 
Metroriders acquired some time ago, D650 MDB and 
E614 FRN, have been broken up for spares without 
having been used in service. 


Rapsons Coaches § 


Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10M-61 GAZ 4632 (A157 PKR) 
was transferred to Highland Country in September. 


Reliable, Johnstone 


Duple C35F-bodied Bristol LHS6L XSV 266 (JND 
993N) was acquired by this operator from Coburn, 
Cumbernauld towards the end of last year. 


Rennie, Dunfermline 


Plaxton-bodied Neoplan PlJ 601 (C357 KEP, WCY 
701) was re-registered C137 BMS in October. 


Riverside, Barrhead 


C933 VPM (DSK 560, C270 TPL) is a Leyland Tiger 
TRCTL11/3RZ with Plaxton C50F coachwork acquired 
in November from Allison, Newton Stewart. 


Rowe, Muirkirk 


Alexander H49/37F-bodied Leyland Atlantean 
AN68A/2R EJR 119W was acquired last August for the 
Tudhope Coaches fleet. 


Shawburn, Coatbridge 


The Townhead-Kirkshaws service was altered from 
28 December to operate between Townhead and 
Coatbridge town centre only. 


Shiel, Acharacle 


S147 KRB is a new Mercedes-Benz Vario with Crystals 
coachwork, but further details are awaited. 


Shuttle Buses, Kilwinning 


Alexander B25F-bodied Renault S56 E346 WYS was 
acquired in November, having been used last by 
Spencer, Leven while Ford Transit L157 PKU was sold 
to Hall, Kennoway at that time. 

Western Buses Reeve Burgess B20F-bodied 
Mercedes-Benz L608D 039 (RBZ 3428, D389 UAO) was 
on loan to this operator during November. 

Allover advertising liveries have reappeared in this fleet 
with Dormobile-bodied Dodge S46 E644 DCK now 
mainly green and white for Specsavers; Mercedes- 
Benz 709D |UI 9892 mainly pink for Riveria Bingo; and 
Mercedes-Benz L608D C417 VVN orange for the 
Samaritans, as received from East Yorkshire. 


As a result of the apparent demise of Ayrliners, 
Kirkoswald, this company has obtained the SPT 
contract for a new local service between Dundonald 
and Ayr via Symington. 


Spa, Strathpeffer 


S21 SPA is a smart new Volvo B10M-62 with Plaxton 
Premiere C57F coachwork added to this fleet recently. 
With reference to the September issue, Van Hool- 
bodied Volvo B10M-60 L906 NWW was re-registered 
PAZ 2535 in November 1997, and not TAZ 2535 as 
previously reported. 


Stagecoach Glasgow S! 


The Scottish Citylink journeys operated by this 
company between Edinburgh and Glasgow were 
registered in the name of Stagecoach Glasgow with 
effect from 4 January. 


Stepend, Glenmavis 


Alexander-bodied Renault S56 E329 WYS was sold to 
Dunsmore (dealer), Larkhall in October for scrap. 


Strathtay YT 


162 (E554 YKW) is another B25F MCW Metrorider 
MF150/77 which was transferred to this fleet in October 
from Yorkshire Traction where it was numbered 548. It 
is now being used from Forfar depot. 

Vehicles reseated last year included Mercedes-Benz 
L507D 138, now C8FL ex-C10FL; Renault S46 140, 
now B10FL ex-B8FL; Leyland Leopard 546, now B57F 
ex-B53F; and Leyland Olympian 911, now H43/29F 
(coach seats) ex-H47/32F. The latter is also now in 
coach livery. 

Northern Counties-bodied Daimler Fleetline CRG6LXB 
717 (LJA 476P) was transferred to the Andrews, 
Sheffield fleet in September. 


Stuart, Carluke 


Double-deck buses acquired in August/September 
comprised Alexander H44/35F-bodied Ailsas LSX 17P, 
OSC 51/6V, previously Fife Scottish 817/51/6; and East 
Lancs H50/36F-bodied Leyland Atlantean AN68A/2R 
BFR 301R last owned by Stubbington, Benfleet but 
new as Blackpool Transport 301. ¢ 

OSC 56V subsequently passed to JD Travel, 
Calderbank in October, while ECW-bodied Bristol VRTs 
HRP 672N and RAU 809R have been sold to 
MckKindless, Wishaw. 

Alexander-bodied Mercedes-Benz 609D F593 YSC 
was re-registered USV 803 last year. 


Travel Dundee | 


lrizar-bodied Volvo B10M-61 TC8/243 (666 TPJ, D312 
ETS) returned from its loan to Highland Country around 
August and is back in use in this fleet. Not previously 
recorded here is the fact that Northern Counties-bodied 
Ailsa 57 (OSN 857Y) was purchased by Irvine, Law in 
July. 


Waverley, Edinburgh 


Carlyle B25F-bodied Iveco 49.10 E213 HRY, previously 
Arriva Fox County M213, had joined this fleet by 
October. 


Westerbus, Gairloch 


JFS 687X is a Ford R1014 with Plaxton C45F 
coachwork which was acquired last year from 
Smith, Marybank. 


Western 5 


Alexander-bodied Volvo B6LEs 361-5 (P361-5 DSA) 
and Volvo B10M-55s 557-60 (P557-60 ESA) had, as 
anticipated, been transferred out of this fleet by 
November, to a new home with Stagecoach Midland 
Red. Two other vehicles which left the fleet at that time 
were Duple C47F-bodied Leyland Tiger TRCTL11/2R 
178 (CSO 386Y) and former Arran Transport Plaxton 
C57F-bodied Bedford YNV 729 (E849 AAO, FSU 739, 
E849 AAO), both of which passed to Ramm (dealer), 
Sudden. 


Whitelaw, Stonehouse 


F644 XMS is a Mercedes-Benz 811D with Alexander 
B28F bodywork acquired towards the end of last year, 
ex-CentreWest MA44. Van Hool C53F-bodied Volvo 
B10M-60 9201 WW (L256 AHS, LSK 444) was sold to 
AW Group (dealer), Ratby in October. 


Wilson, Carnwath 


G969 KTX is a Volvo B10M-60 with Plaxton C46Ft 
coachwork acquired last year ex-Watts, Tupton while 
further ex-Arriva Scotland West minibuses also 
purchased last year (but apparently not being used) are 
Reeve Burgess B23F-bodied Renault S56s G192/4/7 
NWY together with similar G58 RGG (G673 NUA) 
previously McGill, Barrhead 370. Van Hool-bodied 
Volvo B10M-60 L971 KDT was re-registered JSV 362 
last May. 


Wilson, Rhu 


$904 DUB is an Optare MetroRider which was new to 
this operator towards the end of last year. 
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when it’s full. 
GEOFF LUMB 


Reports on vehicles in Northern Ireland only 
should be sent , please, to: G. Irvine Millar, 54 
Castlemore Avenue, Belfast BT6 9RG, and 
those for the Irish Republic to: John A. Doherty, 
21 Whitebeam Avenue, Clonskeagh, Dublin 14. 


Agreement has finally been reached with Trade 
Unions at Dublin Bus for a restructuring and 
cost saving programme expected to generate 
£3.5 million a year. 


The agreement will result in a 7% pay 
increase along with a lead-in payment of 
£1,350 for all grades of personnel. The 
agreement will allow for the contracting-out of 
school bus services, flexibility of driving overall 
bus types, tighter absence policies though with 
enhanced attendance bonus and the extension 
of the No Change Autofare system over all 
routes. Indeed all of Phibsborough’s routes 
became Autofare in early-December. There will 
also be a lower incremental introduction for new 
recruits. 


About 138 new driving duties will be created 
for the additional new buses reported last 
month, which will embrace both morning and 
evening peaks. Previously known as ‘bogey 
duties’ there will involve early starts but will 
finish by 20.00 with a spreadover break during 
the day. Traditionally such duties have not been 
popular, but there will be no weekend or public 
holiday working which will make them more 
attractive. Present staff who opt for them will 
therefore have weekday working advantages 
without late-night or troublesome shifts. 
However annual leave will have to be taken in 
July and August. 


The breakthrough of this agreement is 
important as it may help pave the way for 
negotiations in Bus Eireann and Irish Rail, 
which remain on-going. CIE is targeting an 
overall £8million cost saving over the 
three companies. 


IRISH MAJOR OPERATORS 


Ulsterbus 


Bristol RELL 2320 (TOI 2320) has been reinstated at 
Newtownabbey from Citybus reserve to enable 
Goldliner MkIll (Leyland Tiger/Wright) 1419 (WXI 4419) 
to be transferred to Great Victoria Street. Meanwhile 
similar 1411 (WXI 4411) emerged from major overhaul 
and refurbishment recently, carrying Volvo and Plaxton 
badges, neither of them appropriate to this vehicle! 


Mercedes 709D/Wright 883 (AAZ 8883) was transferred 
from Larne to Carrickfergus and then again to Derry 
City all in the space of a week. 


Flexibus Renault Master 43 (IAZ 6043) has been 
detaxed following an accident, while the Wright 
Contour-bodied Leyland Tiger 541 (EX! 5541) that was 
temporarily allocated to Flexibus for a special contract 
has also been delicensed and has gone to reserve. 


Citybus 


Leyland Tiger/Alexander Q-types with Super Rear 
adverts are 2648/55/76 (SXI 2648/55, VXI 2676 for 
Smirnoff Vodka and 2642/56 (SXI 2642/56) for Abbey 
Insurance. It is understood that Translink management 
is to place severe restrictions on the numbers of buses 
carrying allover advertising. This comes on top of the 
ruling that such buses must have front ends in fleet 
livery to avoid confusing intending passengers. 


Dublin Bus 


The increase in the fleet reported last month will result 
in the reallocation of some routes, with expansion 
expected at both Donnybrook and Phibsborough. It is 
possible that the 150 Olympians due for 1999 may be 
reduced by 15 to allow for up to 20 Plaxton Pointer- 
bodied Dennis Dart SLFs instead. 


The Christmas park-&-ride between Ballsbridge and 
Whitehall proved popular, and eight DAF single-deckers 
from Donnybrook and Phibsborough were used. 


Summerhill has reinstated GAC Citybuses KC36/8 to 
replace withdrawn KC28, 30. KC41/2/7, 77, withdrawn 
at Clontarf, have been reinstated at Conyngham Road 
to augment the fleet there. KD224-7 are also swelling 
Conyngham Road's numbers, but are maintained and 
based at Phibsborough while serving Conyngham Road 
routes, something of an operational first for Dublin Bus. 
Donnybrook Olympian RH85 has lost overall 
advertising for Fruitfield Jams and is now repainted for 
Seven Up. RH123 at Phibsborough has reverted to fleet 
livery, ex-allover for Heinz Tomato Ketchup. 


Bus Eireann 


Rather unexpectedly, delivery has begun of 12 more 
Scania/Irizar coaches, to be SI26-37. So far only SI29- 
32 have appeared at Broadstone, and these were 
unregistered at the time of reporting. 


The 33 Mercedes-Benz 0.404s mentioned in ‘News’ 
last month are now expected in April/May. They have 
Hispano Vita bodywork and were built for a Malaysian 
operator for an airport contract in Kuala Lumpur. They 
have never been used in service, and are now back in 
Spain being modified for Bus Eireann use. Most will be 
for CIE Tours International work, though six or seven 
are expected to be fitted with toilets and used on the 
Eurolines London services. 


A new schoolbus at Limerick is Fiat Ducato FS3 

(98 D 57460). Duple-bodied Leyland Tiger DL3 

(85 LK 121) is withdrawn as a result of fire damage at 
Athlone. Volvo/Plaxton VP28, one of those retained 
after the original lease expiry to cover for Caetano- 
bodied Volvos being modified, has been transferred 
from Dundalk to Ballina. It was expected that all of 
VP21-35/7-9 would remain long enough to cover the 
Christmas/New Year period. 


School buses withdrawn are Leyland Leopard 
PSU5/4Rs MDS51 (51 IK) at Sligo, MGS48 (48 IK) at 
Limerick and MS13, 211, MGS138/74 (13 IK etc) at 
Ballina; Ford Transits SF123 (123 VZO), SF142 

(XZS 142) at Cork and SF128 (128 VZO) at Sligo; 
Bedford VAS5 SS722 (722 Zl) at Ballina; Van 
Hool/McArdle-bodied Bedford SB5s SS774 (774 TYI) at 
Broadstone, SS779 (779 TYI) at Athlone and SS786/92 
(786/92 TY1) at Limerick; Bedford/Marshall BM24, 50, 
97 (80 D 316, 82 D 1006, 78 D 400) at Limerick, BM38 
(78 D 187) at Ballina and BM53 (78 D 236) at Athlone; 
Bristol RELL6G BG22 (77 D 201, PO! 2174), ex- 
Ulsterbus 2174, at Ballina; Leyland Leopard 
PSU3C/4R/Alexander LA16 (76 D 105, KO/ 9955), ex- 
Ulsterbus 1955, at Limerick and ex-Singapore Volvo 
B57 VS81 (81 D 1554) at Waterford. 

The numbers of KR-class GAC Rural Buses in normal 


service are now diminishing, now that many of the type 
are allocated to schools work. Those remaining are: 


Galway: KR61, 71/3/7, 81, 123/4/6-30, 208-10 
Sligo: KR90-3, 212 

Waterford: KR109/43/65/6/8/9 

Stranorlar: KR147-51, 213 

Dundalk; KR157-64, 221/2 

Limerick: KR175/89-92/4-203 

Cork: KR180-8, 204/5 


IRISH INDEPENDEN 


Ace Coaches, Dungannon 


HDZ 5486 is a Renault S75 with Wright DP28F body, 
latterly CentreWest (London) RW86. 


Arthur, Limavady 


Recently acquired from King, Kirkcowan is WLX 528 
(A878 PJX), a DAF SB2300 with Plaxton C53F body. 


Causeway Tours, Coleraine 


TIW 3498 (DLX 36Y) is a Scania K112CRS with 
Jonckheere C51Ft bodywork recently acquired from 
Brown, Redcar. 


Lally’s, Spiddal 


Bristol RELL6G/Alexander B52F 78 G 962 (PO! 2205) 
is now in stock from Chambers of Moneymore and 
employed on schools work in unrelieved allover cream, 
without fleetnames. It was new to Ulsterbus and is 
unusual in finding its way into independent service 

in Eire. 


Londonderry & Lough Swilly 


A further recent addition to this fleet is the last 
remaining Arriva Scotland West Leyland Tiger 
TRCLXC/2RH with Plaxton C49F body, 170 (A170 
UGB, 4225 FM, A170 UGB) which will become 417 in 
the Lough Swilly fleet. Former Arriva Tees & District 
Leyland Tiger/Plaxton 414/5 (A105/20 EPA) are now 
registered 83 DL 1562/3. These vehicles, along with 
sister, 416 are in the red and white livery, the remaining 
Tigers being in the green coach livery with the 
exception of 402 which has an allover advertising livery. 
Another repaint is Leyland Leopard/Plaxton 329 

(77 DL 515, SNM 81R) which is now in the red and 
livery but with the addition of a yellow roof for school 
bus duties. The sole surviving former BET-style Leyland 
Leopard/Marshall 320 (73 DL 32, JHA 240L) has 
gained a short reprieve, being allocated to Carndonagh 
as a spare bus. Withdrawn Leyland Leopard/Alexander 
(Belfast) 296 (72 DL 29, DO/ 1549) is being converted 
to a towing vehicle at Londonderry. As with recent 
Ulsterbus conversions it is being shortened behind the 
rear axle. It will replace Leyland Leopard/Alexander ‘Y’- 
type 273 (1194 ZP, BU! 8646, RPT 292k) currently 
used for towing duties. 


McAnulty, Warrenpoint 


A recent addition to this fleet is KTW 3769 (512 UNB) a 
Leyland Tiger TRCTL11/3RZ with Plaxton C53F body 
ex-Dell, Chesham. 


McGread, Fintona 


Recently acquired from Chambers, Moneymore is UJI 
6072, a Mercedes Benz 814D with Plaxton C33F body. 


Newcastle Coach Hire 

The first vehicles reported with this new operator are 
UBZ 1525, a Renault G13 with Wadham Stringer B39F 
body previously with the MoD and B103 YUC, a Toyota 
BB30OR with Caetano C19F body, ex-Morren, 
Portglenone. 


Traveline, Londonderry 


E338 WYS is an Alexander B25F-bodied Renault S56, 
previously Clydeside 338. 


Following the 
success of our 
limited edition 
reprint of Buses 
IIlustrated No 1, \an Allan 

Publishing Ltd will be 

reprinting, on a quarterly pal , a 

basis over the next three oe fe BUYS 


; 


= 


ILLUSTRATED 


years, the remaining issues of : ILLUstRAte, 
Buses Illustrated Nos 2-12. ~~ ere 


The early 1950s were very much a golden 5 pe Sat - 
age of British buses, and it is therefore po ETN 
not surprising that this was the time 
Buses Illustrated was also getting into 
its stride. 

Edited by one of the best-known transport experts 
of this time, Charles S. Dunbar, these early issues of Buses 
[ustrated are highly collectable and have long been out of 
print. During the course of 1999 we intend to reprint issues 
Nos 6-9. Issue No 6 was first published ET 
in June 1950, No 7 in July 1950, No 8 in 
October 1950 and No 9 in January 1952. lang, Allan 


DEMAND WILL BE HIGH - ORDER TODAY! 


BUSES ILLUSTRATED 1o: Ian Allan Publishing Ltd, Buses Illustrated, Riverdene 
Business Park, Molesey Road, Hersham, Surrey KT124RG_ 


Please tick as appropriate:- 


(All prices include UK postage + packing. Overseas customers please add 50p per individual 
magazine and £2 for subscriptions). 


] | would like toorder___ copy(ies) of Buses /ilustrated No 6 @ £2.95 
would like to order___ copy(ies) of Buses /Ilustrated No 7 @ £2.95 
| would like to order___ copy(ies) of Buses Illustrated No 8 @ £2.95 
would like to order copy(ies) of Buses /ilustrated No 9 @ £2.95 


CJ | would like to take out a 1 year subscription to Buses Illustrated and receive Issues 
Nos 6-9 on a quarterly basis during 1999. Cost: £10.50 (inc UK p&p. Overseas customers 
please add £2.00 p&p). 


would like my magazines sent out in hard-back envelopes for an extra 50p per copy. 
Please send me a Buses Iiiustrated binder. Only £5.95 inc UK p+p.Overseas please add £1.50 


Name 


Delivery Address 


Postcode 


Daytime Telephone Number 


enclose cheque no (made payable to lan Allan Publishing Ltd) for £ 
being the total value of my order or please debit my Visa/Access card, (delete as applicable) 


card number: LILILILI DOO OOOO OOO 
Card Expiry Date: OO OL a = 


Cardholder Name (please print) 


Cardholder Signature 


Address at which card is registered if different from delivery address 


Postcode 


Please note, orders cannot be accepted over the telephone. Orders will be fulfilled on a strictly first-come first-served basis, 
only while stocks last. Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. 


We are also considering a second reprint of Buses Illustrated No 1. 
OO Please tick if you would be interested in purchasing this magazine. BFILLOS 


For all your transport requirements, visit 
the lan Allan Bookshops in Birmingham, 
Manchester or London. 


BIRMINGHAM 
henson Street 


Each shop stocks a comprehensive range of books, magazines, 
videos, models, badges, postcards, calendars and much more! 


Birmingham B2 4DH 


For the full range of lan Allan products plus books and 
videos from specialist publishers large and small - call 
into an Ian Allan Bookshop TODAY! 


Stockists of major publishers including: Silverlink, Wild 
Swan, Irwell Press, Challenger Publications, Middleton Press, RCTS, 
OPC, Foxline, Airlife, Grub Street, Schiffer, Cassell and many others 


Video producers including: On Line, SBS Video, Video 125, 
Steam Powered Video, PSOV, Cine Rail, Marsden Rail, Locomaster 
Profile and many more 


LONDON 

45/46 Lower Marsh 
joo, London SE1 7SG 
71 401 2100 


Diecast, railway models and modelling accessories 
including: Corgi, Bachmann, Graham Farish, Peco, Lima, Hornby, 
EFE, Norbert Dentressangle 


If you are responsible for book buying, why not open a company account at an 
lan Allan Bookshop? We also offer a mail order service - please call for details. 


We can now take orders for books, videos, cds and cd-roms. Please telephone 
the Manchester bookshop for access to our datafile containing over 350,000 
titles that can be supplied over the counter or by mail order. 


February 1999 


Keep vour favourite 
fan Allan Publishing 
magazine in pristine 
condition with one of 
our special binders 


ONLY 
£5.95* 


each plus 
postage 


*(Postage and 
packing charges 
UK no extra charge; 

Europe £2.50 
Outside Europe £3.50) 


Navy blue with 
gold leaf block 
lettering, the binders 
feature the lan Allan Publishing logo, lang Allan 
the magazine logo and the year date. BINO2 


HOW TO ORDER: Simply telephone our Priority Service Line on 
01932 266622 (please have your credit card details ready). 
Alternatively, fax your credit card details through on 01932 266633 
(fax/overnight answerphone). 

To pay by cheque (made payable to lan Allan Publishing Ltd) or 
postal orders, please write to: lan Allan Publishing Ltd, 
Subscriptions Dept, Riverdene Business Park, Molesey Road, 
Hersham, Surrey KT12 4RG. 


All that’s NEW 
about OLD buses 


Topics for Preserved Bus 6 
(March/April 1999) include: 
i Fylde Transport Weekend 
Bi The Porto Collection 


HB London Transport Museum on the 


PRESERVED 


move 
Hi Restoring an Irish Tiger 


Hi More news of RT1 


The All Preservation 
Bus Magazine! 


Take out a rap — 


1 Year Subscription Rates 
UK £415 Europe/Eire (Airmail) £18 Outside Europe (Airmail) £19.50 


subscription TODAY. 


PRESERVED BUS BINDERS 


Keep your copies of Preserved Bus in 
pristine condition with one of our special 
magazine binders. ONLY £5.95* plus 
p&p (*Postage charges: UK no extra 
charge; Overseas: Europe £2.50; Outside 
Europe £3.50 per binder ordered) 


lan Allan Trade Stockists 
in the South West 


BRENDON BOOKS 


Bath Place, Taunton, Somerset TA1 4ER 


HOOPERS 


105 Cornwall Street, Plymouth, Devon PL1 1PA 


BROWSERS 


10 Theatre Square, Swindon, Wilts SN1 1QN 


MOTORAIL 


241 Holdenhurst Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BD8 8DA 


THE BARNSTAPLE BOOKSHOP 


59 High Street, Barnstaple, Devon 


TRURO BOOKSHOP 


18 Frances Street, Truro, Cornwall TR1 3DW 


WHITEMANS BOOKSHOP 


7 Orange Grove, Bath, Avon BA1 1LP 


PRITCHARD PATENT PRODUCT Co Ltd 


Peco, Beer, Devon EX12 3NA 
ee 
lang. Allan 


Sel xc Sets, 


ORDER FORM: To: Jan Allan Publishing Ltd, Subscriptions Dept, Riverdene Business Park, 
Molesey Road, Hersham, Surrey KT12 4RG. Tel: 01932 266622 Fax: 01932 266633 


Please tick the Pia RESERVE D subscription you require: 
LJ 1 Year UK @ £15 J 1 Year Europe/Eire (Airmail) @ £18 
\_J 1 Year Outside Europe (Airmail) @ £19.50 


Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 


Address 


Postcode Daytime Tel No 


E-mail 


HOW TO ORDER 


OPTION 1 Telephone 01932 266622 - please have your credit card details ready. 


OPTION 2 | enclose a cheque to the value of £ 
Cheque No 
(Please make cheques payable to lan Allan Publishing Ltd). 


OPTION 3 Please debit my Mastercard/Visa/Switch card number: 


HUUUUUL UUW 


Card Expiry Date Card Issue No (Switch Only) 


Cardholder Signature 


Name (please print) 


Cardholder Address (if different from above) 


Postcode Daytime Tel No 


OPTION 4 Please invoice me Lj Your subscription will start with the next available issue. 


Your name and address will be held on our mailing list to keep you informed of future offers or 
publications. If you do not wish your name to be kept, please tick the box. Offer closes 30.06.99. Lj 


ROAD TRANSPORT 
BOOKS From 


abc London Buses 
Kevin Lane ISBN: 0711025967 £7.99 


abc Bus and Coach Recognition 4/e 

Alan Millar ISBN: 0711025983 £8.99 

abc London Transport Buses and 
Coaches 1948 (reprint) 

S.L. Poole ISBN: 0711025851 £3.99 

abc Midland Red Vehicles -1948 (reprint) 
ISBN: 0711025827 £3.99 


abe Truck Recognition 2/e 
Alan Millar ISBN: 0711025398 £7.99 


GLORY DAYS SERIES 


Glory Days: Tilling Group 

Gavin Booth ISBN: 0711025975 £14.99 

Glory Days: BET Group 

Gavin Booth ISBN: 0711026092 £14.99 

Glory Days: RT - The History of a Classic 
London Bus 

Kevin McCormack ISBN: 0711025819 £14.99 


Glory Days: Midland Red 
Mike Greenwood ISBN: 0711025894 £14.99 


KALEIDOSCOPE SERIES 


Bus Kaleidoscope 1948 
Philip Wallis ISBN: 0711026122 £16.99 


Bus Kaleidoscope 1967 
Philip Wallis ISBN: 071102538X £14.99 


HEYDAY SERIES 


Heyday of the Bus - 1960s Revisited 
Gavin Booth ISBN: 0711025886 £13.99 
Heyday of Blackpool’s Trams 

Steve Palmer ISBN: 0711024596 £11.99 
Heyday of the Bus - Midlands 

John Bucknall ISBN: 0711024448 £11.99 
Heyday of the Bus - North West 
Howard Piltz ISBN: 071102460X £11.99 
Heyday of the Bus - Scotland 
Gavin Booth ISBN: 0711025584 £13.99 
Heyday of the Bus - Yorkshire 
Geoff Lumb ISBN: 0711024456 £11.99 
Heyday of the Classic Bus 

Gavin Booth ISBN: 0711022275 £11.99 
Heyday of the Classic Coach 

Kevin Lane ISBN: 0711022704 £11.99 
Heyday of the London Bus - 2 
Kevin McCormack ISBN: 0711023441 £10.99 
Heyday of the London Bus - 3 
Kevin McCormack ISBN: 0711024863 £11.99 


Heyday of the Traction Engine 
Eric Sawford ISBN: 071102362X £10.99 


THE HEYDAY OF 


BLACKPOOL’S TRAMS 


Heyday of the Tram 
Peter Waller ISBN: 0711021201 £11.99 


Heyday of the Tram - 2 
Peter Waller ISBN: 0711023964 £11.99 


Heyday of the Trolleybus - 2 
Geoff Lumb ISBN: 0711024634 £11.99 


ILLUSTRATED HISTORY SERIES 
Illustrated History of Cranes 


Hinton Sheryn ISBN: 0711025479 £16.99 


Illustrated History of London Buses 
Kevin Lane ISBN: 0711025169 £19.99 


IAN ALLAN TRANSPORT LIBRARY 


lan Allan Transport Library: Associated 
Equipment Company 

Alan Townsin ISBN: 0711026203 £16.99 

lan Allan Transport Library: British 
Motorcycles Since 1900 

Paul Collins ISBN: 0711024901 £16.99 

lan Allan Transport Library: London 
Transport since 1963 

Michael H.C. Baker ISBN: 0711024812 £15.99 
lan Allan Transport Library: London 
Trolleybus Chronology 1931-1962 
Mick Webber ISBN: 0711025282 £15.99 

lan Allan Transport Library: British Lorries 
1900-1992 

S.W. Stevens-Stratten ISBN: 0711020914 £16.95 
ALSO AVAILABLE: 

AEC Buses in Camera 

R. Hannay ISBN: 0711011605 £14.99 

British Buses in Colour 

Gavin Booth ISBN: 0711024774 £16.99 
British Buses since 1945 

S. Morris ISBN: 0711022801 £14.99 

British Lorries in Colour 

S.W. Stevens-Stratten ISBN: 0711022453 £11.99 
British Motorcycles since 1900 

P. Collins ISBN: 0711024901 £16.99 

Bus Scene in Colour: London Buses 
S. Morris ISBN: 071102555X £13.99 

Bus Scene in Colour: Preserved Buses 
P. Durham & G. Booth ISBN: 0711025371 £12.99 
Buses Yearbook 1999 

S. Brown ISBN: 0711025940 £12.99 

Classic Bus Tests 

P. Waller ISBN: 071102524X £15.99 

Classic Bus Yearbook - 4 

Gavin Booth ISBN: 0711025843 £12.99 

An Illustrated History of Cranes 

Hinton Sheryn ISBN: 0711025479 £16.99 
Daimler Buses in Camera 

S. Brown ISBN: 0711009023 £14.99 

Dennis Buses in Camera 

R. Hannay ISBN: 0711010447 £14.99 


English Electric Tramcar Album 
Geoff Lumb ISBN: 0711026130 £16.99 


Little Red Book 1998/99 

S. Morris ISBN: 071102572X £29.99 

London Country Buses in Colour 

M. Baker ISBN: 0711025576 £13.99 

An Illustrated History of London Buses 
K. Lane ISBN: 0711025169 £19.99 

London Coach Operators in Colour: 
1950-1980 

J. Johnson ISBN: 0711024960 £12.99 


Municipal Buses in Colour 1959-1974 
R. Wilson ISBN: 0711025444 £19.99 


Railway Owned Commercial Vehicles 
S. Stevens-Stratten ISBN: 0711016895 £14.99 


Sheffield Trams in Colour 
R. Wiseman ISBN: 0711025355 £12.99 


Steam Wagons in Colour 
E. Sawford ISBN: 0711024952 £12.99 


Tractors in Colour 
A. Butcher ISBN: 0711022461 £11.99 


Trucks in Camera Colour: AEC 
S. Stevens-Stratten ISBN: 0711014434 £14.99 


Trucks in Camera: Bedford 
J. Reed ISBN: 0711013241 £14.99 
Trucks in Camera: Scammell 
J. Reed ISBN: 0711011737 £14.99 


HOW TO ORDER 

Simply call: 

IAN ALLAN PUBLISHING LTD, 

MAIL ORDER DEPT at 
LITTLEHAMPTON BOOK SERVICES 
on 01903 828800 (24 hours) quoting 
reference code RBA61, along with 
your credit card details 

(Mastercard / Visa / Switch) and the 
ISBN of the book(s) required. 


Alternatively, write to: 

IAN ALLAN PUBLISHING LTD, 

MAIL ORDER DEPT RBA61, 

10-14 ELDON WAY, LINESIDE 
ESTATE, LITTLEHAMPTON, 

W SUSSEX BN17 7HE, UK. 

Fax: 01903 928802 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. Postage and 


packing charges: UK - £2.50; Overseas - £3.60 
book post. Airmail prices on request. 


Classified 


Advertisements 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS: Advertisers are 
reminded to observe the provisions of the Trade 
Descriptions Act and the Business Advertisements 
(Disclosure) Order 1977 which requires all 
persons who seek to sell goods in the course of 
trade or business to make the fact clear in the 
advertisement. Alll trade advertisements should 
be marked with the word trade. There is a 
maximum fine of £2,000 for contravention of 
this Order. The publisher reserves the right to 
refuse or withdraw any advertisement at its 
discretion without stating a reason, and does not 
accept responsibility for omissions, clerical errors 
or the bona fides of advertisers, although every 
care is taken to avoid mistakes and 
advertisements from doubtful sources. 


COPY DEADLINE FOR APRIL 1 MARCH. ON SALE 18 MARCH 
TEL: (01932) 266600. FAX: 01932 266601 


VISA 


Announcements in these columns, including name and address, are charged at 40p per word. Semi-display £8.50 per scc (min 3cm) (VAT inclusive). Series 
discount on application semi-display only. Box number £5.50 extra. All lineage advertisements to be prepaid. SAE if acknowledgement required. 

Classified advertisements will be inserted in the first available issue after receipt, subject to availability of space. Copy with remittance to: Buses, Classified 
Advertisements Department, Riverdene Business Park, Molesey Road, Hersham, Surrey KT12 4RG. 


FOR SALE 


ORGANIC GARDENING SEEDS. The ideal start 
for top crops. Fresh vigorous seeds without 
chemical treatment many popular vegetable, herb 
and flower varieties. Free catalogue from Chase 
Organics, Riverdene Business Park, Molesey 
Road, Hersham Surrey, KT12 4RG Tel.01932 
253666 Fax.01932 252707. 


FOR TRANSPORT LITERATURE LISTS send 
SAE to Adam Gordon, Priory Cottage, Chetwode, 
Bucks, MK18 4LB 


DISPLAY CABINETS TO SUIT MODEL BUSES. 
Prices from £29-75. Please send for 44-page 
colour catalogue to Timbercraft Cabinets, (Bu) 
Freepost , Watling Street, Towcester NN12 8BR. 
Tel: 07000 222463. 


BUS TICKET MACHINES. A private collection of 
assorted items for sale. From TIM'’s -to- Tin Plate. 
Send SAE for list. R. Cooper, 39A Midhurst Road, 
Eastbourne, East Sussex BN22 9HN. 


COLOUR BUS/COACH PHOTOGRAPHS. Taken 
1990-98. For personalised list send SAE stating 
interests to Photolist, 25 Canford View Drive, 
Colehill, WIMBORNE, Dorset BH21 2UW. 


ABCROSS (ALAN B. CROSS) PHOTOGRAPHS, 
83, Northdown Road, Solihull, B91 3ND, Visit our 
stand at the Transport Enthusiast Bazaar, Camden 
Centre, Bidborough Street, Euston, 6th February. 
Sorry, we cannot provide lists olr an approvals 
service. 


QUALITY 7” x 5” GLOSSY COLOUR 
PHOTOGRAPHS (1990s). 10 assorted £2.50 inc. 
p&p or s.a.e. for details from John Hillmer, 31 
Priory Road, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5PR. 


REAR LEAF SPRINGS off 1977 Bedford 500. 
Also 2 x 10.00X 20 tyres. Half windscreen DF 
Elete 11 coach. Please ring 0411 588 675 for more 
details. 


MODEL BUS CUT-OUT CARD KITS by 
Alphagraphix (00 scale). Normally 90p each. 
Special offer - pack of 10 different for £5 including 
p&p. Daniel Hill Enterprises, 289 George Road, 
Birmingham B23 7SD. 


PHOTOBUS 


Colour prints, slides and black and 
white prints of buses, trams, trolleys, 
all areas of the UK, Continental and 
Post Office vehicles 


Send £1.00 for details and 
samples to: 


PHOTOBUS 
Greenacre Barn House, Howe, 
Lyth, Kendal, Cumbria LA8 8DF 
Phone: 015395 68540 


ATPH 


The Association of 
Transport Photographers and Historians 
For photos from the original 
1950s negatives by 
ARTHUR HUSTWITT 


(and other photographers) 
Send stamped addressed envelope for full details. 
ATPH (Dept BM) 
PO Box 106, Crawley, West Sussex, RH10 6FP 


58 


SETRIGHT & TIM 
TICKET EQUIPMENT 


Setright ex-SBG companies (all) Edinburgh Corporation, 
Northern General, LRCC, Hants/Wilts & Dorset, United, 
Ledgard, WYRCC, Barton, ENOC, Bristol, Crosville. 
ALMEX, E/PDR, ULTIMATE 2/5/6 UNIT & 
OTHER MACHINES AVAILABLE. 
Letter Code Tim machines and ticket rolls 
SAE list: 


JOHN GROVES, Unit 9, James Little Street, 
Kilmarnock KA1 4AT 


WANTED 
_ SS ee Pe 


BOOKS BOUGHT. Bus, Tram and other transport 
books and videos always wanted Keegan's 
Bookshop, Merchants Place, Reading, RG1 1DT 
Tel: 01189 587253 Fax: 01189 585220 


TRANSPORT LITERATURE AND EPHEMERA 
WANTED. Adam Gordon, Priory Cottage, 
Chetwode, Bucks, MK18 4LB. Tel: 01280 848650. 


RAIL AND BUS BOOKS , magazines and 
timetables purchased/sold especially lan Allan 
ABCs. Also tickets and other ephemera. Part 3 lan 
Allan Road Transport Guide, £5.00. Atter, 20 
Gillett Lane, Rothwell, LS26 OEG. Tel: 0113 
2824986. 


WANTED LEYLAND PD1/PSI Audio Tape 
recordings. Tel: 0181 508 5422. 


TPC 1976 PUBLICATION Duple Coachbuilders. 
Mint condition preferred. Please Tel: 01509 
413989 


COBHAM 99 
WANTED 


London Transport Blinds, 
Enamelware, Maps, Badges. 
Best prices paid. 
Whole collections purchased 
Tel: 01932 868665 (Weekends) 
01342 311148 (Evenings) 


WANTED, PSV BADGES 


Driver and Conductor 
from any district 


Good money paid. 


Write to Mr. D.M. Wilson, “Keltar”, 
9 Scot Crescent, Hawick, 
Roxburghshire TD9 8DN 

or Tel: 01450 374613 


PHONELINES 


THE BUSES HOTLINE on 01891 448667 for all 
the latest news. Updated every Monday and 
Thursday. Calls cost 50p/minute 


EVENTS 
a ee ee ee ee 


NORTH LONDON TRANSPORT BAZAAR, 
Saturday 27th February at St Paul's Cedntre, 
Enfield Town (corner Church Street/Old Park 
Avenue, 2 mins. from Enfield Chase Station). Up 
to fifty stalls selling a wide range of bus and 
railway memorabilia, models etc. Open 11.00 - 
16.00. FREE bus rides around scenic Enfield 
Chase/Trent Park! SAE, details - NLTS, 
“Ravensbrook”, 8 The Rowans, N13 SAD. 


SOUTHAMPTON 17th Royal Victoria Bus Rally. 
Sunday 11th July 1999. SAE New Secretary. 
Russell Cade, 126a, Merryoak Road, Merryoak, 
Southampton, SO19 7QN. Tel: 01703 571993 


SEVENTH PORTSMOUTH CORPORATION/ 
SOUTHDOWN RUNNING DAY and Lumps Fort 
Bus Gathering, Portsmouth, Sunday 25th April 
1999. Vehicle entries welcome; non-Portsmouth/ 
Southdown vehicles welcome at Lumps Fort. Stalls 
by invitation only. Details: Vintage Transport Group, 
8 Claydon Avenue, Southsea, Hants PO4 8RJ 


SATURDAY 27th FEBRUARY 
THE MID KENT COLLECTORS 
TOY FAIR 


The Market Hall, Lockmeadow Leisure 


Complex, Hart Street, MAIDSTONE 
‘Best in Kent for Model Buses’ 
From 9 a.m. Admission £1.00 

Tel: 01622 753783 for further details 


TRANSPORT 
ENTHUSIASTS BAZAAR 
Saturday 6th February 
11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 


Camden Centre, Bidborough St. 
London NW1 
(Opposite St. Pancras Station) 
The specialist event for Railway, 
Bus and LT enthusiasts and 
collectors. Books, timetables, 
ephemera, tickets, photos, 
postcards, relics, etc. 
Enquiries: NETWORK, 

Tel: 01923 233706 


EAST GRINSTEAD 
SUNDAY 25th APRIL 1999 


Running Day featuring former 
routes of LT/LCBS 


Vehicle & Stallholder enquiries: 
A. Chapman 
19, Hampton Way, East Grinstead 
West Sussex, RH19 4SE 


COBHAM 99 


Transport Fair at 
COBHAM BUS +MUSEUM 
February 20th 1999 Entrance £1.00 
Route 462 will operate from 
Weybridge Station 
Stallholder enquiries to: 
BRIAN HINE 
Tel: 01784 436 990 


SOCIETIES & 


TOURS 


THE WESSEX TRANSPORT 
SOCIETY 


1983 we have provided 
transport enthusiasts with an 
excellent. annual programme of 
tours, visits and family days-out sec- 
ond to none. 


Since 


Our annual subscription includes our 


exclusive bi-monthly magazine, 
packed with items of interest to all 
transport followers. 


For full details of what The Wessex 
can offer you contact: 
Mike Caldicott, 9 Lacehurst Court, 
43 Cavendish Road, Bournemouth 
BH1 1RA Tel: 01202 293245 


COMPUTERS 


PC BUS for windows 
BUS RECORDING & SIGHTING DATABASES 
cemmeens, The only system for the ‘true bus enthusiast’ 


System contains Owner, Body Type, Chassis & Bus Livery Databases, 
already prefiled with data, plus Bus & Sighting Databases where you enter 
your own information. Record Multiple Bus Sightings, Make extensive 
queries & print or view the results, plus much, much, more! 


All data is easily & quickly updateable - 


Introductory Offer Only - £15 


PC TOPS Railway Motive Power Power System also available for £25. 
State disk size and full micro details - ring or SAE for details. 


Milburn Associates, Home Farm, Hoggington Lane, Southwick, 
Wilts, BA14 ONR. Tel: 01225-77395 


HOLIDAY 
ACCOMMODATION 


INVERNESS - GLENCAIRN GUEST HOUSE. 
Bus/Rail enthusiast provides non-smoking B&B 
accommodation. Ensuite rooms available. Credit 
cards accepted. lan/Mary Jamieston Tel:01463 
232965. 


To Advertise Ring 


01932 266600 


MODELS 


rare and unusual Enbglish and Continental tinplates. 


4016 1936 Leyland Cub Interstation/Airport Coach .£29.95 
4059 1977 Dominant 2 Coach ‘Greenline’ 


4061 1994 Dennis Lance SLF Wrights Dual Door ...£28.95 
4074 1930 AEC Regal Greenline Coach C27R_ .....! £28.95 
4080 1986 Duple 320 Express Door ‘Greenline’ ....£29.95 


4082 1929 AEC Regal Open Rear Platform .... 
4083 1929 AEC Regal LGOC B30F ..... 
4091 1968 AEC Merlin Single Door ... 
4092 1968 AEC Merling Dual Door ....... 
4109 1931 AEC Regal Greenline Coach C30F 
4406 1962 AEC Renown Park Royal RX1 .. = 
4420 1983 Olympian ECW D/D Coach ‘Greenline’ .. .' 
4421 1923 AEC/ADC ‘NS’ Open Top .........+0+5! £30.95 


CHERISHED MEMORIES 
OF EAST ANGLIAN 
OPERATORS 
RE-CAPTURED IN DIE-CAST 


Code 3 Repaints 
Colchester Corporation: 
Southend Corporation: 
Moore Bros: Viceroy: 
and many more! 
The latest EFE, OOC; Corgi Classics; 
Oburago: Minichamps. 

Send for our Catalogue TODAY! 
or better still call over. See us at either 
37/39 King Street, Saffron Walden, 
Essex CB10 1EU or 
High Street, Sawston, 
Cambridge CB2 4ET 


C.P.MODELS 


Tel. 01223 518873 OR Fax. 01799 508073 
See us on the Internet 


BRITAIN’S PREMIER 


SUPPLIER OF 4MM DECALS 
FLEETNAMES, LEGAL LETTERING, 
MANUFACTURERS BADGES, DESTINATIONS 
ETC., MANY EXCLUSIVE TO OURSELVES 
1999 Catalogue detailing Accessories, Decals & 
extended Paint Range. Please send £2 
cheque/P.O. payable to J.M. Lowe at 
P.O. Box 732, Loddon, Norwich NR14 6US 


BUS FARE 


Tel/Fax: 01508 520 536 


MODELS 


CASH PAID FOR EFE Corgi etc. Collection or 
surplus models. Ring or fax Peter 01372 386998 
or mobile 0378 160426. 


EFE - A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE AT 
REASONABLE PRICES. From early grey box to 
recent issues. Also quality repaints from London 
Bus Repaints. Send SAE for list to LBR, 10 Hurst 
Close, Headley, Surrey KT18 6DZ. 


MABEX TRANSFERS 1999 List available now. 
Send 52p in stamps for your copy. Many bargains 
in this our final list before closure. Mabex 
Products, P.O. Box 2581, Eastbourne, East 
Sussex, BN21 2UQ 


LLEDO “DAYS GONE”/PROMOTIONAL model 
buses. 4 different for £12 including p&p. Daniel Hill 
Enterprises, 289 George Road, Birmingham B23 
78D. 


MODEL BUS CLEARANCE, EFE, OOC, Corgi, 
individually priced, large SAE for list. Elkin, 215 
Nottingham Road, Alfreton, Derbys, DE55 7FL 


PHOTOS 


WINTER CLEARANCE. 100 assorted colour 
photographs for £12 including p&p. Daniel Hill 
Enterprises, 289 George Road, Birmingham B23 
78D. 


February 1999 


BUS LIST 143, 48 PAGES £2.40 UK, £3 AIRMAIL OVERSEAS 


Over 3000 different models for sale. Includes kit list. Also 300 different exhibition standard built kits. Many rare die-cast 
buses, old Dinky, Corgi, EFE, Lesney, Brekina, Wiking, Diapet, Tomica and Solido plus hundreds of others. A fantastic list 
for any collector of buses. Plenty of models suitable for repainting including Dinky 1/76th Leyland Titan £16, BOAC Har- 
rington/Duple Roadmaster/Maudslay Luxury Coaches £15 each, Atlantean Single Door £30, Observation Coach £14. Many 


NEW PIRATE/OTHER MAKES BUS KITS/SPARES LIST £1.20 


Crammed full of bus and commercial kits. Over 350 Pirate kits (280 1/76th buses), 3.5mm/7mm. 240 other bus kits from 
Streetscene, Westward etc. Over 200 Pirate 1/76th spares. 240 commercial vehicles mainly 1/76th. 


PIRATE “00” QUALITY METAL KITS FOR LONDON TRANSPORT 


JOHN GAY, 7 HORSHAM LANE, UPCHURCH, SITTINGBOURNE, KENT ME9 7AL 


4422 1925 AEC/ADC ‘NS’ Closed Top ......+..++:! £30.95 
4424 1937 AEC Q 3 Axle D/D ‘Greenline” . 
4430 1935 AEC Regent Full Front STFI ... 
4437 1943 Guy Arab Wartime Utility ‘G’ 
4439 1946 Daimler Utility D/D ‘D’ .. 
4466 1949 Leyland PD2/3 ‘RTW’ 
4476 1966 Routemaster Rear Engine ‘FRM1’ 
4544 1070 Fleetline Dual Door ‘DMS’ ..........++ £34.95 
4545 1970 Fleetline Dual Door ‘DMS’ with Shroud . .£34.95 
4546 1977 Fleetline Dual Door ‘DMS’ B20 .. £34.95 
4905 1940 LEYLAND TWIN STEER TROLLEYBUS ‘X7’ £32.95 
Post/packing £2 per kit, maximm £4. 


BOOKS 


IAN ALLAN BOOKSHOPS the transport 
enthusiast’s choice. Come in & see us for the 
most comprehensive range in Railway, Bus, Tram 
& Aviation books, videos & models, don’t miss out, 
you can find us at 45/46 Lower Marsh, Waterloo, 
London, SE1 7SG, (Rear of Waterloo Station) Tel: 
0171 401 2100 or at 47, Stephenson Street, 
Birmingham, B2 4DH. Tel: 0121 643 2496, or at 
Unit 5, Piccadilly Station Approach, Manchester, 
M1 2GH. Tel: 0161 237 9840. 


SECONDHAND BUS & COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 
BOOKS, magazines bought and sold. SAE list - 
Falconwood Transport & Military Bookshop, 5 
Falconwood Parade, The Green, Welling, Kent, 
DA16 2PL. Tel: 0181 303 8291. Open Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday 


TAG FLEETBOOKS 


NEW EDITIONS 
7. EAST MIDLANDS 


Completely revised, including non-PSV and 
preserved vehicles with a comprehensive index. 


Others still available: 
2, SOUTHERN ENGLAND. 
4, EAST ANGLIA... 
5. SOUTH & WEST MIDLANDS 
6. WALES 
8, NORTH WEST ENGLAND...... 
9. NORTH EAST ENGLAND 


10. SCOTLAND. 
Post & Packing 60p on a single book please, 
multi-orders post free 


TAG PUBLICATIONS, 36 POOLE ROAD, 
WEST EWELL, SURREY KT19 9SH. 


SHEPHERDS BUSH 
AND UXBRIDGE 
TRAMWAYS 


John C Gillham 
series editor Robert J Harley 


All albums £12.95, 120 photographs. Ask 
for our list of Railway and Tramway albums 


MAIL ORDER SERVICE 


POST FREE in UK. Cheque, Visa or Access 


CD Middleton Press 


Easebourne Lane, Midhurst, 


West Sussex. GU29 9AZ 
Tel: 01730 813169 Fax: 01730 812601 


CURRENT FLEET LISTS 


of ALL Operators in 
West Midlands County 


A-P and R-Z 


(2 books) 


@ £5.00 each+ 50p p&p 
Ask also for a full list of all titles in this series 


PSV CIRCLE 


59 Palmer Avenue, Cheam SM3 8EF 


VEHICLES FOR SALE 


ROUTEMASTER 
BUS CENTRE 


BUSES FOR SALE: Leyland National single deck. T. reg. MCW Metrobus B reg. Bristol 
VR low-height double deck. Leyland Atlantean double deck, choice of three., Bodywork 
Perk Royal, Eastern Coachworks, East Lancs. A number of Routemaster open platform 
some in London Red. One long RM. 


SALES/EXPORTS: DMS 1630 Reg. No. THM 630M Madrid Spain. RM 1218 Reg. No. 
218 CLT North Lincolnshire (for preservation). Overhauled gearboxes for RT/RF. 
Advert frames for RM. Battery crates and fuel tanks for RT/RF. Fibreglass panels for 


Scania Metropolitan. Seat frames for RT/RF/RM. Garage code plates and holders for 
RT/RF/RM, (collectors items). 
BUSES AVAILABLE FOR FILM & TV CONTRACTS. 


All vehicles viewed by appointment. 


BRAKELL OMNIBUS SALES (London) 
Tel: 0181-644 9132 . Fax: 0181-644 4907 


E-mail;//www.solnet.co.uk/brakell. 


Contact E. H. Brakell or J. M. Brakell 


This is a trade advertisement 


VIDEOS 


VOLVO AILSA B55 


A CELEBRATION OF 25 YEARS IN SERVICE AND PRESERVATION 
Video now completed! Priced at £15.99 
Includes exclusive interview with Norman Watson, 
designer of the Ailsa 
15% discount for orders before 31st December 1998 
£13.95 plus £1.40 (UK) P&P (£14.99 total) 


DAVideo 


(The producers of Kidderminster ‘94) 
69, Chichester Avenue, Netherton, Dudley, West 
Midlands, DY2 9JL 
e-mail; - david@davideo.demon.co.uk 


Kindly mention BUSES 


BUS VIDEOS 


Bradford, Halifax & Huddersfield; Wakefield & 
Dewsbury; Blackburn, Accrington & 
Rawtenstall; Central Leeds; Central 

Manchester; Blackpool, Preston & Burnley 


Each tape lasts 1 hour. Filmed during 1997/1998 
£12.95 each post free or SAE for descriptive leaflet 


Rivermead Publications, 3 Spring Rise, 
Shaw, Oldham, OL2 7QB. 


when replying to advertisers 


DON’T MISS A COPY OF 


— hand this ORDER FORM to your 
NEWSAGENT TODAY! 


DEAR NEWSAGENT - Please 
reserve/deliver for me a regular 
copy of 


Name 


Address 


Thank you 


TO THE NEWSAGENT: 
If you have any problems with this request, please 
contact Marketforce (UK) on 01771-261-7704 
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g TRAMWAYS & 
URBAN TRANSIT 


In the March 1999 edition: 
O Midland Metro - Will it open for Easter? 
O All the very latest world and UK news 
O Word from Westminster 
O South Hampshire: Building a tunnel under the sea 
O Bremen: 1999 is the ‘Year of the Tram’ 


O Low floor trams: New technology explained 


On sale Thursday 28 January Price £2.50 


A year’s subscription is outstanding value. Contact: 
lan Allan Subscriptions, Riverdene Business Park, 
Molesey Road, Hersham, Surrey KT12 4RG. Tel 01932 
855909. 


You've ridden 

the real thing.. 

Now buy the 

specially 

commissioned 

CORGI model! 

Model No.: 43510 

Car 710 - Adverts - 100 Years of Trams to Fleetwood 

Model No.: 4351 | 

Car 715 - Adverts - StJohns Church Tower Appeal 
These are specially commissioned runs of only 2000 
of each model and are now available by post from:- 
"Model Trams", Blackpool Transport, Rigby Road, 

Blackpool, FY! SDD. 
Price including postage & packing : 18 each 
or any two (please specify) for: £33 


Cheques payable to Blackpool Transport Services Limited. 
TRADE ADVERTISEMENT VISA/MASTERCARD BY PHONE ON 01253 47 3001 


60 


SPECIAL EDITION MODEL BUSES 


‘Code 3’ Model Repaints 
We are pleased to announce new models in our series of Special-Edition Repaints to 
Professional - quality standard - available only from MAINTRACK MODELS. 


BRISTOL RE - dual door 


Featuring conversions of EFE flat-front and curved screen models finished in a variety of liveries: 


Flat front: Demonstrator LAE 770E 
all at £34.95 
each 


Wilts & Dorset 
Other liveries available - please send SAE for full list 
These models are available to order now - please specify clearly which model(s) you require and add £1 p&p for 
each model ordered. (Allow at least 28 days for delivery). 24-hour FAX ORDERLINE 01424 437428 
VISA, MASTERCARD & SWITCH accepted 


MAINTRACK MODELS 


79 QUEENS ROAD, HASTINGS, EAST SUSSEX TN34 1RL. 01424 437428 


MARKETING ASSISTANT 


An energetic person with an interest in transport matters (although 
not essential) is required to provide support in all aspects of 
promotion, advertising, publicity and outside events. 


Curved screen: Devon General 
Midland General 
Brighton & Hove 
Southdown 
East Midland 


Hants & Dorset 
Bexhill Bus Co 
Bristol Omnibus 


Applicants should have a positive, enthusiastic attitude and the ability 
to communicate well with customers, authors, press contacts and the 
general public. 


Ian Allan Publishing Ltd offers a friendly working environment and a 
competitive salary. 

If you would like to work for the world’s largest independent transport 
publisher, please reply in writing, with your CV and details of your 
current salary, to: 

Zoé Schofield, Marketing Manager, 

Ian Allan Publishing Ltd, Riverdene Business Park, Molesey 
Road, Hersham, Surrey KT12 4RG. 


THE LITTLE RED BOOK 1998/9 


ISBN: 071102572X 235mmx172mm 224pp Hardback £29.99 
An indispensable directory for anyone connected with 
or interested in the road passenger transport industry. 
Fully updated for 1998/9, The Little Red Book 

includes information on: 


e UNITED KINGDOM OPERATORS 
e EUROPEAN OPERATORS 
@ ORGANISATIONS AND SOCIETIES 


e EXTENSIVE TRADE DIRECTORY OF 
SUPPLIERS AND MANUFACTURERS 
e TENDERING AUTHORITIES 


How to order: Simply call the IAN ALLAN PUBLISHING 
LTD MAIL ORDER DEPT at LITTLEHAMPTON BOOK 
SERVICES on 01903 828800 (24 hours) quoting 
reference code LRB99, your credit card details and ISBN 
of the book. Alternatively, write to: lan Allan Publishing 
Ltd, Mail Order Dept (LRB99Q), Littlehampton Book 
Services, 10-14 Lineside Estate, Littlehampton, 
W Sussex BN17 7HE. Fax 01903 828802. (Cheques 
payable to Littlehampton Book Services.) Allow 28 days 
for delivery. Please add £2.50 post and packing 
charges UK and £3.60 post and packing charges 
overseas (surface mail). 

Sponsors of 


' SV The Little Red 


GLASS Book 1998/9 


Bus & Tram Books & Videos 


We provide an exceptional world-wide mail-order service. Our quick turn-round and superb packing is 
unrivalled. We stock many more titles. If you can’t see the books you want, please write or phone for 
our free illustrated stocklist now available. Visitors welcome at our warehouse on Hinckley Fields 
Estate (access via A5/A47 junction or off Ashby Road), 9 to 5 weekdays, 9 to 1 Saturday. 


by post 


LONDON BUSES 


CAPITAL TRANSPORT BUS BOOKS 


Buses in Britain 2 £19.95 
Last Years of the General (Glazier) . £16.95 
London Bus File 1946-1949 (Glazier) ve £10.95 
London Bus File 1950-1954 . £10.95 
London Bus Handbook (19th edition / King) 
London Buses Before the War (Glazier) 
London Buses in 1960s 

London Coach Handbook (2nd edition) . . 
London's Utility Buses 

London‘s Wartime Gas Buses 3 anges 
Luxury Travel: Coach Design 1958-1973 (Brown)... . “£16.95 
National Express Handbook 4th edn (Lloyd/Johnson). . £7.95 
Pleasure Trips by Underground (Tube posters)...... £14.95 
Routemaster 2 (2nd edition / Blacker) £22.00 


IAN ALLAN BUS & TRAM BOOKS - 


abc Bus & Coach Recognition (4th edn). . £8.99 
abc Eddie Stobart (Miller) .. .. April *£7,99 
abc London Buses . £7.99 
abc London T’port Buses & Coaches 1948 (rpt) £3.99 
abc Midland Red Vehicles: 1948 (reprint)........ £3.99 
AEC: lan Allan Transport Library srs (Townsin) . . . £16.99 
Birmingham City Transport since 1939. April *£16.99 
Bus Kaleidoscope 1948 (Wallis). . “£16.99 
Bus Kaleidoscope 1967 £14.99 
Bus Scene in Colour: 10 Yrs of Deregulation . £11.99 
Bus Scene in Colour: London Buses (Morris) ... . £13.99 
Bus Scene in Colour: Preserved Buses .. £12.99 
Charles H Roe / Optare: IATL(Lumb)...... £16.99 
Classic Bus Tests (Waller) 

Classic Bus Yearbook 5 (Booth) .... 
Glory Days: BET (Booth) 

Glory Days: Midland Red (Greenwood)... 
Glory Days: RT Classic London Bus... 
Glory Days: The Tilling Group (Booth) . 
English Electric Tramcar Album (Lumb) . 
Heyday of Blackpools Trams (Palmer) 
Heyday of the Bus: 1960s Revisited (Booth) 
Heyday of the Bus: Midlands 

Heyday of the Bus: Scotland (Booth) . 
Heyday of the London Bus 3 (McCormack) 
Heyday of the Tram 2 

Heyday of the Trolleybus 2 (Lumb). . 

Little Red Book 1998/9 (Morriss) 

London Coach Operators (all colour) 
London Transport 1933-1962 (Baker) . . 
London Transport since 1963 (Baker) 
Municipal Buses in Colour 1959-1974 (Wilson) . . £19.99 
Railway Owned Commercial Vehicles (reprint) . . £14.99 
Sheffield Trams in Colour since 1950........... £12.99 


. £14.99 
£14.99 
£13.95 
£16.99 
. £11.99 
£13.99 
. £11.99 
.. £13.99 
£11.99 
£11.99 
£11.99 
£29.99 
£12.99 
£15.99 
£15.99 


Chilterns & West Anglia Bus Handbook .. . 
East Anglia Bus Handbook........... 
FirstGroup Bus Handbook. . 

Ireland & Islands Bus Handbook. . . 
London Country Bus Handbook . 

Police Range Rover Handbook. . . 
Postbus Handbook 

Scottish Bus Handbook. . P 
South West Bus Handbook (new edn) 
Stagecoach Bus Handbook ° 
Yorkshire Bus Handbook (new edition). 


BUS BOOKS FROM OTHER PUBLISHERS - 


40 Years of Brown Bombers: Neath & Cardiff Coaches. . £7.95 
Alexander Buses pt.1: 1941-61... hbk £17.95; sbk £13.95 
Alexander Buses pt.2: 1961-85. . . hbk £18.95; sbk £14.95 
Alexander Buses pt.3: Bodywork . hbk £18.95; sbk £14.95 
All Change on the Country Buses (Donaldson) . *£13.95 
American Buses (Wood). siinienp eave *£19.95 
Around Scotland by Bus (Grieves). . . £11.95 
Barton Part 3: 1962-1989 - £16.50 
Bristol Transport — Archive Photo srs (Cheesley) . £9.99 
Bus Review 13: Review of 1997 
Buses in Hampshire (Hall) 
Buses of Halifax Corp & Joint Omnibus Committee. *£15.95 
Caledonian and Beyond £14.95 
Catch the Bluebird ~ £5.95 
Century of Manx Transport (Hendry) *£18.99 
Crosville Motor Services 2 - £25.50 
Delaine 1890-1982 (Baker) . £8.00 
Delaine 1983-1990 (Baker) £5.50 
Early Bus Services in Ulster (Kennedy/McNeill) £17.95 
East Yorkshire Motor Services Limited . - £10.95 
FirstBus (including Badgerline & Grampian) .... £16.95 
General Buses of the Twenties £14.99 
Hull Trolleybuses (Wells) sbk £20.00 
John Fishwick & Sons 1907-1997 (Prescott)... .. £11.95 
Leeds Transport vol.1 (Soper) . £21.00 
Leeds Transport vol.2 (Soper) . £39.95 
Leyland Atlantean Profile... . £6.50 
London Transport Buses & Coaches 1947 £13.95 
London Transport Buses & Coaches 1948 £11.95 
London Transport Buses & Coaches 1952 £12.95 
London Transport Buses & Coaches 1953 £12.95 
London Transport Buses & Coaches 1954 ...... £12.95 
London Transport Buses & Coaches 1956 ...... £13.95 
London Transport Buses & Coaches 1961 £13.95 
London Transport Buses & Coaches 1962 £13.95 
London United Tramways vol.1 (Origins to 1911) . £28.50 
Loughborough Road Car Company Ltd (Bennett). *£6.00 
Memories of Birmingham's Transport part 2 
Midland Red Remembered 1945-70. . hbk £18.95; sbk £14.95 
Northern and its Subsidiaries. - £17.95 
Oldham Corporation Buses F £16.95 
RTL & RTW Classes after London Transport. £14.95 
Stage Coach (Wolmer) 
Stagecoach: Bringing the Bus out of the Dark Ages . 
Stagecoach Diary 1997-98 (Jenkinson) 
Stratford Blue Motor Services Remembered 
Suffolk Transport: Archive Photos Series 
Sunderland Corporation Buses 1928-73 
TAG Fleetbooks: 

East Anglia 

East Midlands (new edition)... 

North East England (new edition) 

North West England (including loM) new edn. . 

Scotland er 

Southern England 
Tyne & Wear Trams & Buses 


mE 
MOTOR SERVICE 
Remembered 


VENTURE PUBLICATIONS - 


40 Years in Manchester (Col Album 2) £10.99 
40 Years in Newcastle (Colour Album 5) 

Bedford Story vol.2: 1950-1987. ..... sis . 
Beyond Reality: Leyland Bus the Twilight Years. . £19.95 
Bristol Story Part 1: 1908-1951 (Townsin) ....... £19.95 
Cumberland Motor Services 1921-1996. «£17.95 
Duple: 70 Years of Coachbuilding 

Fodens — My Life with the Company 

London Buses 1985-1995 (McLachlan) . 
Preserved Municipal Buses (Col Album 1). . 
Preston's Trams & Buses (Rhodes) 


South Yorkshires Transport (D Scott Hellewell) . . £19.95 


MIDDLETON TRAMWAYS BOOKS - 


Barnet & Finchley Tramways (Harley) 

Bath Tramways (Davey/Welland). . . 

Bournemouth Trolleybuses (Pearce) 

Bristol's Tramways (Davey) ... 

Croydon’s Trolleybuses (Russell) . . . 

Edgware & Willesden Tramways (Hartley) 

Eltham & Woolwich Tramways 

Enfield & Wood Green Tramways (Jones) 

Hastings Trolleybuses 

Holborn & Finsbury Tramways (Harley). . . 

Liverpool Tramways 1: Eastern Routes (Martin). . 
Liverpool Tramways 2: Sthn Routes (Martin) . 
Maidstone Trolleybuses (Harley) 

Portsmouth’s Tramways (Petch). 

Reading Tramways (Jordan) ps 
Shepherds Bush & Uxbridge Tramways, inc Ealing. AE12/95 
Victoria & Lambeth Tramways (Harley) 

Waltham Cross & Edmonton Tramways (Harley) . £12 95 
Wandsworth & Battersea Tramways £12.95 
Woolwich & Dartford Trolleybuses 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 


SILVER LINK TRAM BOOKS - 


Another Nost Look at Glasgow Trams since 1950 . £12.99 
Nostalgic Look at Belfast Trams since 1945..... £12.99 
Nostalgic Look at Birmingham Trams vol.3 £14.99 
Nostalgic Look at Birmingham Trolleybuses ... . £19.95 
Nostalgic Look at Blackpool Trams 1950-66 £12.99 
Nostalgic Look at Glasgow Trams since 1950 .... £9.99 
Nostalgic Look at Liverpool Trams 1945-1957. . £19.95 
Nostalgic Look at Llandudno & Collwyn Bay Trams. . £19.95 
Nostalgic Look at Sheffield Trams since 1950 . .. £14.99 


TRAM BOOKS FROM OTHER PUBLISHERS - 


Bath Tramways, The (Maggs) £5.95 
Blackpool & Fleetwood: 100 Years by Tram ..... £19.95 
Blackpool Trams: First Half Century 1885-1932. . . £18.95 
By Tram to the Tower (new edn / Palmer) . £4.95 
Cardiff's Electric Tramways (Gould)............. £8.95 
Comp Gde to lan Allan Publishing 3: Road T’port. . £5.00 
The Glasgow Tramcar (Stewart) New Edn...... £16.95 
Glasgow Trams: Twighlight Years Pee Lt 
How to go Tram & Tramway Modelling (Voice) . . £15.00 
irishi Trams {RIC YD) ins wee sian ateaienr ang os £18.99 
Leicester Trams — Old Picture Postcards . £3.50 
Light Rail & Guided Transit (Powell) . . £12.50 
Light Rail in Europe (Capital) .. £9.95 
Light Rail Review 8 (Taplin/Fox) . oe £9.50 
The London Tramear: 1861-1952 (Kidner) 

Manx Electric Railway (Andrews) 

Manx Tramways in Camera 1893-1993 ... . 
More Tramway Modelling in 00 Gauge . 
Overhaul of Tramcars < 
Pwilheli & Llanbedrog Tramways (Andrews) . . 
Salford’s Tramways (Gray) 

Sheffield Trams Remembered 1935-1960 ...... 
Snaefell Mountain Railway 1895-1995 (Edwards) 
Trafford Park Tramways 1897-1946 (Gray). 

Trams & Trolleybuses Poster Book 

Trams: Blackpool Trams Magazine Issues 2/3 . ea £1.00 
Trams in Blackpool (enlarged edition) 

Trams of Northern Britain (ed Garratt) 

Trams on Old Picture Postcards (Ellis) . 
Tramways of Reading (Jordan) 

Tramways to the Stars: George White of Bristol . . 


£14.95 
£14.95 
+£3.75 
. £4.99 


£4.99 


CENTURY 
F MANX 


PRIZE DRAWS FOR 1999 CUSTOMERS 


Order from us during February, March or April 1999 
and your name will go into a Draw. 
At the end of each of these 3 months, 5 customers will 
each win £20 worth of books / videos of their choice 
from Midland Counties Publications’ vast range 


Our latest Rail & Road Transport (R.13) and Video (V.4) catalogues are now available — free on request 


THE BRITISH 


E BEST OF 


N°S. THE UTILITIES 


BUS & TRAM BARGAIN BOOKS 


80 Years of Guy Motors (Hannay & Broatch) ..... £9.99 
Best of British Bus: AEC Regals. . . £795 
Best of British Bus: AEC Regents 1929-1942...... £7.95 
Best of British Bus: The Utilities (Townsin). . «TSS 
Blackpool Buses (Dougill). £7.99 
Blue Triangle — AEC Buses (Carroll) . £9.99 
Bradford Corporation Trolleybuses (King). . . *£8.99 
British Bus Story — Early ‘80s: The Die is Cast . 
Directory of British Tramways (Turner) 

ECW 1965-1987 (Townsin) 

Golden Years of British Trams (Garratt) .. 

Heyday of the European Tram (Waller)... 

Midland Red North (MacDonald)... . 

Trams of Northern Britain (Garratt) 

Trams of Southern Britain (Garratt). . 


BUS & TRAM VIDEOS - 


Best of London's Buses 3: The RM Features 

Blackpool by Tram (30 min) oo fO: 
Blackpool Tram Video Magazine 14: Winter ‘98. *£13.00 
Blackpool Trams in Action 3 

Blackpool Trams part 2: 1962-1984 (90 min) 

Blackpool Trams part 3; 1985-1998 

Buses of South Yorkshire PTE 1974-86 (60 min) . . 

Eddie Stobart, The Story of 

Glasgow Trams part 2(120 min)..... 
Liverpool Trams (80 mins) 

London Trolleybuses part 2 (120 min) . 

Look Back at Glasgow's Trams & Toleybuss 
More Buses of South Yorkshire PTE 1974-86 . 
Newcastle Trolleybuses (85 min). . 
Routemasters since Privatisation . 

Sheffield Buses in 1960s (53 min). . 

Sheffield Trams (110 min) . 

South Shields Trolleybuses (60 min) . 
Trolleybus Archive Take 2 (60 min) 

Trolleybus Days in Belfast (35 min) 


. £14.99 

. £13.99 

. £19.00 
£15.95 
£12.00 
£19.50 

. £13.00 
oc E19,95 


POST & PACKING 


BOOKS: UK customers please add 10% (minimum 
£1.50; maximum £3), orders over £40 value are sent 
post-free; Overseas please add 15% (min £2); 10% 
for £150+ orders 


VIDEOS: UK - add £1 if order value under £14, post- 
free over £14; EU countries add 10% (minimum 
£1.50); Other countries — prices are post-inclusive. 


PAYMENT: Visa / Mastercard / Eurocard / Access / 
Connect / Switch charge cards; Post Giro 450 6154 
Eurocheque (max £100); Sterling cheque, drawn on 
a UK bank; US Dollar check (no surcharge); IMO; 
British Postal Orders. Orders are sent surface mail, 
but Air-Mail despatch by arrangement 


Our extensive stocks mean that many orders are dis- 
patched within 3 working days. Allow a further 6-8 days 
for delivery to UK addresses - longer Overseas. We will 
advise you of any undue delay. Our full-time staff will be 
pleased to service enquiries, reservations, ‘phone or mail 
orders. Certain items may be due for release after this 
advert has gone to press. Titles offered in this advert 
are subject to continuing availability and price change. 


Order via post, fax, ‘phone or e-mail from: 


Midland Counties 
Publications [Bu] 

Unit 3 Maizefield, Hinckley, Leics, LE10 1YF 
Tel: 01455 233 747 Fax: 01455 233 737 
E-mail: midlandbooks@compuserve.com 
Credit Card Orders welcome 
any time, day or night 


wee 
VISA 


* denotes first time entry (or modified info) 


WORLD OF TRANSPORT BOOKSHOP 


A.T.C. PUBLICATIONS 
Alexandra Buses Remembered Volume 3 (S/B) £14.95 


Alexandra Buses Remembered Volume 3 (H/B) £12.95 


IIAN ALLAN PUBLISHING 

AEC Buses in Camera (re-print) e 
An Illustrated History of London Buses £ 
British Buses before 1945 8 
Bus Kaleidoscope 1967 tS: 
Bus Scene in Colour: 10 Years of Deregulation 
£11.99 

Bus Scene in Colour: London Buses 
Bus Scene in Colour: Preserved Buses 
Heyday of the Bus: Scotland 

London Country Buses in Colour 
Municipal Buses in Colour 1959/1974 i 
Sheffield Trams in Colour since 1950 12.99 


AUTOBUS REVXIEW PUBLICATIONS 


First Bus Britain's Largest Bus Operator £ 
Stagecoach Diary 1997/8 


BRITISH BUS PUBLISHING 

Cowie Group Bus Handbook 1998 

East Midlands Bus Handbook 

Fire Brigade Handbook 

Fire Brigade Handbook Special Appliances 
Volume 1 

Fire Brigade Handbook Special Appliances 

2 

Bus Handbook 1998 

ig Kong Bus Handbook 

Ireland & Islands Bus Handbook 

Lancashire, Cumbria & Manchester Bus 

jandbook 

and Lynx Bus Handbook 

seyside & Cheshire Bus Handbook 

jel Bus Handbook 

h & West Midlands Bus Handbook 

North East Bus Handbook 

Police Range Rover Handbook 

Scottish Bus Handbook 

South Midlands Bus Handbook 

South Wales Bus Handbook 

Stagecoach Handbook 1998 : i 

Toy & Model Bus Handbook-Early Diecasts £9.95 

Yorkshire Bus Handbook £12.50 


Buses In Britain 2 ! 
The First Rl's 

Great Manchester Buses 

Last Years of the General 
London Bus File 1950/1954 
London Bus Handbook 

London Buses Before The War 
London Buses In The 1960s 
London Coach Handbook 
London Country Bus Handbook 
London Tramways 

London Trolleybus Routes 
London's Utility Buses 
London's Wartime Gas Buses 
Premier Travel 

RF - A Definitive History 
Routemaster Bus Handbook 


COLOURPOINT BOOKS 


rish Tramways 


BARRY DOE PUBLISHING 


Doe's Directory of Bus & Rail Timbtables £5.00 


Hants & Dorset-A History £21.95 

Hong Kong Buses Volume 2: Kowloon 

Motor Bus from 1933 

Hong Kong Buses Volume 3: City Bus Ltd 

Hong Kong Buses Volume 4: Argos Bus 
Services 

Macau - The British Bus Years 

Oldham Corporation Buses 

Singapore—A History of its Trams, Trolley- 

buses & Buses Vol 1: 1800s to 1960s 


£ 
£ 
y 
£ 
£ 
£ 


£23.50 
£19.95 


£12.95 
£14.95 
£16.95 


£23.95 


ISGERALD H. TRUMAN 
40 Years of Brown Bombers — A History of 
Neath & Cardiff Coaches 


HAMBLEY PRWODUCTIONS 


General Buses of the Twenties—An Introduction 
‘0 the K, S, NS, LS Classes £14.99 
. Buses & Coaches 1939-1945 £12.95 
. T. Buses & Coaches in 1946 £13.95 
. T. Buses & Coaches in 1947 £13.95 
. T. Buses & Coaches in 1948 £11.95 
. T. Buses & Coaches in 1949 £10.95 
. T. Buses & Coaches in 1950 £10.95 
. T. Buses & Coaches in 1951 £11.95 
. Buses & Coaches in 1952 £12.95 
. T. Buses & Coaches in 1953 £12.95 
. Buses & Coaches in 1954 £12.95 
. T. Buses & Coaches in 1955 £12.95 
. T. Buses & Coaches in 1956 £13.95 
Buses & Coaches in 1961 £13.95 


HAYNES PUBLISHING CO. 


he Directory of British Tramways £24.99 


IRWELL PRESS 


Glasgow's Trams — The twilight Years £7.95 


Aldgate & Stepney Tramways 

Barnet & Finchley Tramways 

Bath Tramways 

Bournemouth & Poole Tramways 

Brighton's Tramways 

Bristol's Tramways 

Camberwell & West Norwood Tramways 

Clapham & Streatham Tramways 

Croydon’s Tramways 

Croydon’s Trolleybuses 

Dover's Tramways 

East Ham & West Ham Tramways 

Eltham & Woolwich Tramways 

Embankment & Waterloo Tramways 

Enfield & Wood Green Tramways 

Exeter & Taunton Tramways 

Gosport & Horndean Tramways 

Greenwich & Dartford Tramways 

Hampstead & Highgate Tramways 

Hastings Trolleybuses 

Holborn & Finsbury Tramways 

Ilford & Barking Tramways 

Kingston & Wimbledon Tramways 

Lewisham & Catford Tramways 

Liverpool Tramways 1: Eastern Routes 

Maidstone & Chatham Tramways 

Maidstone Trolleybuses 

North Kent Tramways 

Portsmouth’s Tramways 

Reading Tramways 

Reading Trolleybuses 

Seaton & Eastbourne Tramways 

Southend-on-Sea Tramways 

Southwark & Deptford Tramways 

Stamford Hill Tramways inc Stoke 
Newington 

Thanet's Tramways 

Victoria & Lambeth Tramways 

Waltham Cross & Edmonton Tramways 

Walthamstow & Leyton Tramways 

Wandsworth & Battersea Tramways 

Woolwich & Dartford Trolleybuses 


Bus Services Operators of East Anglia: 
Norfolk 

Fowlers Travel of Holbeach Drive 

Norfolks of Nayland 

Osbournes of Tollesbury 


NBC BOOKS 


Crosville Motor Services 1945-1990 


NORTHCARD TRANSPORT 


All books from this publisher are in colour, 
throughout, and have both English &Chinese text. 


£7.95 


China Double-Deck Bus Handbook £12.95 

E.FE. - The Complete World of Exclusive 
First Editions 

Hong Kong Bus Handbook Part 1: Kowloon 
Motor Bus 

Hong Kong Bus Handbook Part 2: Citybus 

Hong Kong Bus Handbook Part 3: China 
Motor Bus 

Hong Kong Bus Handbook Part 4: KCRC/ 
Lantau Island/Discovery Bay 

Hong Kong Tramways Handbook 

Macau Bus Handbook 

Singapore Bus Handbook Part One 


OSPREY AUTOMOTIVE 


Greyhound - A Pictorial Tribute to an 
American Icon £12.95 


Another Nostalgic Look at Glasgow Trams since 

1950 £12.99 

Nostalgic Look at Belfast Trams since 1945 £12.99 

Nostalgic Look at Birmingham Trams Vol 3 £14.99 

Nostalgic Look at Birmingham Trolley- 
buses 

Nostalgic Look at Blackpool Trams 
1950-1966 

Nostalgic Look at Glasgow Trams 1950 

Nostalgic Look at Llandudno & Collwyn 
Bay Trams 

Nostalgic Look at Sheffield Trams since 
1950 £14.99 


SOUTHERN VECTIS PUBLISHING 


Great Britain Bus Timetable: February - 
May 1998 £11.00 


British Diecast Model Toys Catalogue Vol 1: 
Dinky & Matchbox Toys 

British Diecast Model Toys Catalogue Vol 2: 
Corgi Toys & Classics £18.95 


TAG PUBLICATIONS 


We are able to offer all T.A.G. books on a standing 
order basis, post free (UK only). This offer is only 
available to people paying by credit or debit card. 
Avon & South West Fleetbook £12.00 
East Anglia Fleetbook £12.00 
Inner London Fleetbook £14.00 
Northern England & Northern Ireland 

Fleetbook 
North West England Fleetbook 
Scotland Fleetbook 
South & West Midlands Fleetbook 
Southern England Fleetbook £12.00 
Yorkshire & East Midlands Fleetbook £14.00 


WARREN COACHES 


Travel By Those Who Care - 75 Years of 
Warren Coaches 1919-1994 


VIDEOS 


The Buses & Trams of Hong Kong £14.95 


LONDON TRANSPORT MUSEUM 


City of Contrasts 
Tramways 


MIDLAND COUNTIES VIDEOS 


Trolleybus Days in Belfast £10.99 


ON-LINE VIDEOS 


berdeen’s Trams £19.00 
nother Look At Birmingham Trams & 
Trolleybuses 

Birmingham Trams & Trolleybuses 
jackpool Trams Part 1: 1885-1961 
City Transport In Europe - The Way 
Forward 

Dundee Trams 

Edinburgh Trams 

Glasgow Trams Part 1: 

Glasgow Trams Part 2: 


£24.95 


£19.95 


£12.99 
£9.99 


£19.95 


£17.95 


£12.00 
£14.00 
£14.00 
£12.00 


£5.95 


Huddersfield Trolleybuses 

Johannesburgh Trams 

Leeds Trams 

Liverpool Trams 

Llandudno & Colwyn Bay Electric Railway 

London Buses Remembered 

London Trolleybuses Part 1: 

London Trolleybuses Part 2: 

Oporto Trams 

Seaton Tramway 

Sheffield Buses 

Sheffield Trams 

South American Trams 

rams Around Britain Volume 1: PCC Cars 

rams Around Britain Volume 2: PCC 
Parade 

rams By The Seaside 


Blackpool Trams In The 60s & 70s 
Ledgard Buses Volume 1 
Ledgard Buses Volume 2 


Omnibus - London Archive 
Omnibus No 1-Memories of 1987 
Omnibus No 2-Memories of 1988 
Omnibus - Trolleybus Archive Vol. 1 
Omnibus - Trolleybus Archive Vol. 2 
Omnibus - UK Archive 


TERMINUS VIDEOS 


Please note, these videos do not contain archive 
footage 


Avon & Cotswolds Buses 
Bristol RE Volumes 1-8 
BWS Gwynedd Volumes 4-7 
Buses Around The Sights of London 
Volume 2 
Cambridge & Anglia Buses 
Cambridge & Anglia Buses 
Derbyshire & The North Midlands 
Volumes 3-4 
Derbyshire & The North Midlands 
Volume 5 
Lancashire North 
Lincolnshire Buses in Camera £12.95 
North Midland Buses in Town & Country £14.95 
Northern Buses Volume 3-4 £9.95 each 
Sold For Scrap Volume 4 £9.95 
he South Downs Volume 1: 
1066 Country 
he South Downs Volume 2: Kent & 
West Sussex 
eeside Buses In Camera 
own & City Volumes 3-9 
own & City Volume 10 
own & City Volume 11, 12 & 14 
Warminster & West Wilts Vintage Bus 
Running Day 1996 
Wessex Volume 1: 1993 
Wessex Volume 2: 1996 
West Country Bus Volume 1: 1992 
West Country Bus Volume 2: 1993 
West Midlands Buses Volume 1 £12.95 
West Midlands Buses Volume 2 £12.95 
West Yorkshire Buses In Camera Volume 1 £12.95 


£12.95 
£14.95 each 
£12.95 each 


£12.95 
£12.95 
£12.95 


£12.95 each 


£14.95 
£12.95 


£12.95 


£12.95 
£12.95 
£14.95 each 
£12.95 
£14.95 each 


£7.95 
£14.95 
£12.95 
£12.95 
£12.95 


DEPT B0299, DPR MARKETING & SALES, 37 HEATH ROAD, TWICKENHAM, MIDDLESEX TW1 4AW, UK 


E-mail: paulray@globalnet.co.uk 
OPEN MONDAYS-FRIDAYS 9.30am-5.30pm — SATURDAYS 9.30am-5.00pm. TELEPHONE: 0181-891 3169 
(‘Ansaphone’ outside office hours) 
WHYNOT VISIT OUR SHOP TO SEE OUR COMPLETE RANGE OF BOOKS & VIDEOS ONAIRCRAFT, BUSES & RAILWAYS 

WHY NOT FAX YOUR ORDER THROUGH TO US ON 0181-891 2960 (Gam-midnight GMT). 


POST/PACKING. Books/videos — UK customers please add 10% (min £1.50), max £3.00, orders over £30.00 value post free. Overseas: Europe add 15%, min £5.00; rest of world add 40%. 
Airmail, Surface 20% of order minimum £7.50. Payment: Access/Eurocard/Mastercard/Visa/Amex, Switch. THE EXPIRY DATE MUST BE STATED WHEN SENDING OR PHONING ORDERS. 
SWITCH MUST GIVE ISSUE NUMBER. Cheques payable to DPR Marketing & Sales on a UK bank with full details of cheque guarantee card. Postal Giro account No 312 4657 plus £3.00 


surcharge. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION & COMMUNITY SERVICES 
Present: 


22ND SANDWELL HISTORIC VEHICLE 
PARADE AND TRANSPORT SHOW 


Sunday 9th May, 1999 


SANDWELL VALLEY COUNTRY PARK, 
WEST BROMWICH, WEST MIDLANDS 


Entries invited from Cars, Commercials, Motorcycles, Buses etc. 
Plus Autojumble, Trade Stands, Craft Fair, Toy Fair 
@ Free Public Admission (Car Parking £2) 
@ Over 60,000 visitors in 1998 
Entry forms/details: Telephone 0121 569 8276. 

SAE to: Sandwell MBC, Department of Education and Community Services, 

P.O. Box 41, Shaftesbury House, 402 High Street, West Bromwich, 
West Midlands, B70 9LT. 


Midhant 


Sun 18 July 


Running Day 
and Bus Rally 


At Alton, Hampshire 


Free Local Services and Transport Bazaar 


For vehicle entry or stall holder forms contact 
Alan Fairbrother 01420 87482 


CHALLENGER 
HOPPA POINTER 
BUDGET BUS’ CITY IMP 

HANDYRIDER 


WHAT DO THEY ALL MEAN? 
They mean you haven't jointed the PSV Circle! WE tell you who 


CRUSADER 
ARRIVA 


operates what, who is based where, and whose vehicles carry these 
names 


WHAT ELSE DO WE OFFER? 
@ 9monthly geographical area news sheets covering 
UK & Ireland 
plus 
Overseas journal 
Minibus supplement 
Preserved, ex-PSV journal 
Photographic service 
Wide range of own publications - discounts for members 
Monthly social meeting 
Library for research purposes 
WHY NOT JOIN US 


For more information and a sample news sheet please contact 


PSV CIRCLE (B2), 


10 May Close, Chessington, Surrey KT9 2AP 
OR E-mail us on: PSV.CIRCLE@zoo.co.uk 


THE 


PSV 


CIRCLE 


MEMBERSHIP PRICES HELD FOR 1999 


February 1999 


MUSEUM OF 
TRANSPORT 
BOYLE STREET, 
CHEETHAM, 
MANCHESTER 


Events Diary Dates 


21st February 1999 - Morris Minor Rally 
The famous ‘moggie’ will be visiting the Museum in strength. Come and take 
a look at some examples of a great British motoring classic, brought by their 
owners to an unusual setting for a vintage gathering. 


0161-205 
2122 


27th/28th March 1999 - Spring Transport Festival 
Collector's heaven is here at one of the biggest transport collectors’ fairs in 
the North. Whether it’s a photo of your favourite school bus now long since 
sent to the scrap heap, that extra book for bedtime reading or even a spare 
part for your classic bus, this is the event to start off the year. 


8th/9th May 1999 - Bolton 100 
Our major running event for 1999 celebrates the centenary of the beginning of 
municipal transport in the largest twon in the great Lancashire cotton belt. 
The maroon and cream buses from the town’s own fleet will be joined by 
those of others that ran into Bolton. There will be free rides, special displays, 
and the atmosphere of taking a ride to town that you thought was just a 
memory. For full details, send an SAE to ‘Bolton 100’ at the Museum 


12th/13th June 1999 - Accessible Transport Weekend 
Lots of help will be on hand to make sure access to the Museum is available 
for all. From extra helpers to a bowl of water for guide dogs, anyone - of any 
ability - will be very welcome. In addition some of the bus companies of 
Greater Manchester will be showcasing the latest in low floor buses, showing 
that public transport can be accessible for all. 


5th September 1999 - Trans Lancs Historic Vehicle Rally 
Over 200 vintage cars, fire engines, lorries and buses will gather at the 
Museum and then at Manchester's Heaton Park for a day trip out and display 
at one of the biggest events of its kind in the North. Sponsored by Hycote. 


4th/5th December 1999 - A Christmas Cracker 
All aboard for a cracker of a day out at our Pre-Christmas festival. Get 
transport-type presents, take a ride on a vintage bus and have a look at the 
entertainment laid on. The free vintage bus service provides a link to The 
Manchester Model railway exhibition. A perfect way to round off the season. 


BUS/ine 


The superb service for all enthusiasts on 


DoD] Ao00f 


pe 


Presented by Alan Millar and Andrew Jarosz. 


Hear our top team updating you with everything you need to know about 
developments in the bus industry, and forthcoming events. 


UPDATED TWICE WEEKLY: 
Every Monday 
and Thursday 


HARROW. WEALD 
Wenbley Sedbry Horo 


Cal 
Ser 


= st 50p per minute. 
Ing Allan 


ce provided for lan Allan Publishing Ltd by SQund Advice, 
148 Gloucester Avenue, London NW | 
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23705 Alexander Fleetline SELNEC 

Continuing to build our Selnec fleet is the Alexander Fleetline, originally owned by Bury 
and taken into the Selnec Northern fleet. TEN 127, Fleet number 6327 is on route 9 to 
Jericho and features adverts for an automatic Pay as you Enter system. 


25901 Reeve Burgess Beaver BARTON CL 
The first release of our alternative style of Beaver minibus will be very popular, and is 
expected to be a sell out. The livery is of interest because our Barton livered Beaver is 
actually owned by Nottingham City Transport, and also features the driver entrance 
door on the offside. F116 JTO, Fleet number 16 is on route 12 to Nottingham 
Broadmarsh. 


25002 Bristol RELL CUMBERLAND 

The second release of our flat fronted style RE is in the Tilling red colours of Cumberland 
a fleet previously featured only once. This popular model shows VAO 288H, Fleet 
number 288 on route 44 to Morsby Parks. 


18712 Bedford SB Vega SKILL’S 

Skill’s long established coaching and travel business has given pleasure to holiday 
makers over many years. To compliment their modern fleet a Bedford Vega has recently 
been added to the fleet. This vehicle registration 6 EBH is used for special duties and is 
the first of our series of Skill’s coaches. 


») RELEASES FOR JAN 1999 


1:76 Scale/00 gauge precision diecast models 


by sd mln ee te 


TAK] - 


15906 Leyland PD1 L.U.T. fl 
The Red and Cream livery of Lancashire United is always popular and this vehicle was 
further enhanced with a grey roof. GTC 357, Fleet number 330 is on route 31 to Dam 
Lane. 


16317 Bristol LS PROVINCIAL a 
Operating in the Hampshire area, the distinctive colours of Provincial will be familiar to 
many Ex Service people. Our Bristol LS recreates one of the many and varied vehicles in 
the fleet. XNV421, Fleet number 4 is on route 6 to Gosport Ferry. 


25602 RCL Routemaster Coach LONDON COUNTRY N.B.C. L] 
The second release of our very popular long Routemaster coach depicts RCL 2244 in 

the N.B.C. London Country livery working a standard red bus route. CUV 244C is on 
route 449 to Brockham. With the great demand for this model an early order is 
recommended. 


18306DL Leyland TS8 WESTERN WELSH J 
To compliment our other Western Welsh models this deluxe version of the popular TS8 
depicts AKG 303, Fleet number 260 travelling through the valleys of South Wales to 
Ammanford. 


New only from Gilbow (Holdings) Ltd. is a 1:1750 scale model of RMS Titanic. Made to our established high quality standards this model 
is presented plinth mounted in a perspex display case. Look for the GILBOW name on the packaging and don’t settle for anything else. 


Exclusive First Editions, RO. Box 24510, London, E17 4TG 


